A Pilot Study on Career Aspirations of Post-
Graduate Students at Assam Agricultural University

ABSTRACT

The study was conducted during COVID-19 pandemic through online mode to determine aspiration
status of post-graduate students (2020 batch) of Assam Agricultural University and to identify their
perceived problems. A sample 50 respondents was selected using simple random sampling
technique. Data collected via questionnaire were analyzed through frequency and percentage
method. Results showed that despite the students aspiring to pursue higher education, majority of
them had higher affinity towards getting a government officer level job. Further, they were
underprepared for various competitive examinations. Their major perceived problem was lack of
guidance. Thus, this pilot study suggests a broader study on much larger sample. Further, career
counseling should be provided to the students so that they can decide and select a better career for

themselves.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Aspiration can be defined as something that one
hopes to achieve [1]. A definite aspiration gives a
student clear vision of the future which usually
determines the level of preparedness of the
student to face various challenges. According to
a definition career aspiration can be defined as
the choice of a job or profession for which one
undergoes specific education and training over a
period of time and scale-up his/ her
competencies in terms of knowledge and skills
required for a particular job [2]. “For the
upcoming generation starved of open spaces
and clean air, career in agricultural education
would give them chance to work with nature and
technology along with addressing pressing
issues of population growth and food and
nutritional security” [3]. Agricultural sector has
been playing a vital role in not only providing
food to the billions but also employment. “In
2019, 42.6 percent of the workforce in India were
employed in agriculture” [4]. These conditions
give many career opportunities to the agricultural
post-graduate students in order to contribute
towards Research and Development sector.
According to literature due to its professional and
career potential perceived by the youth,
agricultural education is almost the next choice of
those science students who fail to get admission
to courses like medicine and engineering [5]. In
order to motivate the students to carry out their

higher education many opportunities have been
given viz., national and international scholarships
by Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) and other organizations, option of opting
research assistant post and join an on-going
project in State Agricultural University (SAU) or a
chance to go on educational foreign tour
conducted by National Agricultural Higher
Education Project (NAHEP) to learn their way of
practicing agriculture. Despite maximum efforts
there exist a variation in pattern of students going
for higher education [6]. These variations could
exist for several reasons some of them could be,
agriculture being students’ last resort due to
which they lack of interest on the subject.
Further, such students after getting a degree,
they try to settle down with government job
rather than going for higher education
which could influenced by constraints such as
financial constraints or lack of family support

[71.

In order to know the career aspirations of PG
students of Assam Agricultural University (AAU),
a pilot study was carried out with researchable
guestions viz., why students are not appearing
for exams like NET (National Eligibility Test),
SRF (Senior Research Fellowship) etc? What
are the different career aspirations of the
students? what is their level of preparation for the
career that they are aspiring? What are the




different problems they are facing in achieving
their aspirations?

2. METHODOLOGY

The present pilot study was conducted on the
post-graduate students (2020 batch) of Assam
Agricultural  University (AAU), Jorhat during
COVID-19 pandemic. This batch was chosen
purposively as this batch is about to complete its
research work and is on the verge of deciding or
already have decided their future plans. There
are more than 150 scholars conducting their
research in different departments. A sample of
50 respondents was selected by using
simple random sampling technique. Data
collection was done through circulation of

questionnaire. Their responses were recorded
and analyzed through frequency and
percentage.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1 Demogrphic Profile of the Students

Table 1 shows that majority of the student
respondents were female (60%) and rest of them
were male (40%). Further, most of them
belonged to Assam (80%) and the rest came
from other parts of India (20%). Niketha et al. [8]
have also observed in their study that girl
students seeking admission in agriculture has
been increasing in recent years.

Table 1. Demographic Profile

Particulars Frequency Percentage
Gender Female 30 60

Male 20 40
State Assam 42 84

Other 8 16

3.2 Description of Aspiration Status of
Post Graduate Students of AAU

3.2.1 Pursue higher education

Table 2 shows the status of the students aspiring
to pursue higher education i.e., PhD degree.
Majority of the students wanted to pursue PhD
degree (54%) and the rest of the students did not
want to pursue PhD degree (46%). Table 3
shows the reasons students have not appeared
for Senior Research Fellowship examinations
which is a requirement to get a PhD seat.
Majority of them are aiming for a job (38.6%). In
an almost similar study, Roach and Sauermann
[9] have observed that even though maximum of
students start the PhD interested in an academic
research career, over time 55% of all students
remain interested while 25% lose interest
entirely.

3.2.2 To become scientist in indian council
of agricultural research (icar) institute

Table 4 shows status of the students aspiring to
become scientists in ICAR institute. Majority of

the students did not want become scientists in
ICAR institute (54.2%), reason for this is students
having different career choices. Those of who
wanted to pursue this career, they are mostly
underprepared, some haven't started (34.8%)
and some are about to start (19.6%). On contrary
to result, Das and Chowdhury [9] found in their
study that majority of the students (30%) aspired
to be ARS performers.

3.2.3 To secure an assistant
position in a state
university (SAU)

professor
agricultural

Table 6 shows the status of students aspiring to
become assistant professor. Majority of the
students did not want to become assistant
professor in SAU (40.8%), the reason could be
students having other career aspirations. Those
of who wanted this career, most of them did not
appear for National Eligibility Test (NET), Table 7
shows the major reason being students lacking
motivation (38.5%). Supporting the result,
Niranjan, Kiresur and Anbukkani [10] found in
their study that within service sector most
preferred career option was civil service.

Table 2. Status of the students aspiring to pursue higher education i.e., PhD degree

Particulars Frequency Percentage of students
Yes 27 54

No 23 46

Total response 50 100




Table 3. Reasons for not giving Senior Research Fellowship (SRF) Examination

Particulars Frequency Percentage of students

Aiming for a different job 17 38.6
No interest for PhD degree 8 18.2
Different career choice 7 15.9
Lack of guidance 6 13.6
Lack of motivation 4 9.1
Hindrance from family 1 2.3
Lack of awareness 1 2.3
Total response 44 100

Table 4. Status of the students aspiring to become scientists in ICAR institute

Particulars Frequency Percentage
willing 22 45.8
Not willing 26 54.2
Total response 48 100




Table 5. Preparation for Agriculture Research Scientist (ARS) examination

Particulars Frequency Percentage
Not interested 18 39.1
Haven't started 16 34.8

About to start 9 19.6

A year of preparation 2 4.3

More than a year of preparation 1 2.2

Total response 46 100

Table 6. Status of the students aspiring to secure an assistant professor position in SAU

Particulars Frequency Percentage
Yes 16 32.7
No 20 40.8
Maybe 13 26.5
Total response 49 100

Table 7. Reasons for not giving National Eligibility test (NET) examination

Particulars Frequency Percentage
Lack of motivation 15 38.5
Different career choice 14 35.9

No proper guidance 7 17.9

Lack of awareness 3 7.7

Total responses 39 100

Table 8. Reason for choosing Agriculture as a discipline

Particulars Frequency Percentage
Provides many job opportunities compared 21 42

to others

Agriculture is convenient as compared to 10 20
engineering and medical

Likeness for the subject 9 18

Desire for parents or teachers or relatives 8 16

Provides various avenues for specialization 2 4

as scientist

Total 50 100

Table 9. Level of government job

Particulars Frequency Percentage
Officer level 40 80

Any level 10 20

Total 50 100

Table 10. Status of students willing to study abroad

Particulars Frequency Percentage
Yes 30 60

No 20 40

Total 50 100

Table 11. Distribution of students facing these problems



Particulars Frequency Percentage of students
Lack of guidance 34 68%
Lack of motivation 12 24%
Financial constraints 4 8%
3.2.4 To secure a government job they believed it provides more job opportunities
compared to others, which is ultimately a good
Table 8 shows reasons students chose

agriculture as career option. Students had higher
affinity of going for a government job rather than
going for higher education, about 42 per cent of
the total respondents chose agriculture as they
believed it provides more job opportunities
compared to others. Table 9 shows most of them
wanted to have officer level job (80%).
Supporting the result, Mridula et al. [11] have
found in their study that majority of the students
(62%) remarks that job of an agricultural officer is
a good option.

3.2.5 To study abroad

Table 10 shows the status of the students
aspiring to study abroad. Majority of the students
were willing to study abroad (60%) and the rest
were unwilling (40%). It was because most of
them felt secured in their own country (52.2%),
some had financial constraints at home (26.1%),
some were unaware of the various programs
which facilitate abroad studies (13%) and some
had discouragement from family’s side (8.7%).
Supporting the results, Turcan and Pirgaru [12]
have found in their study that majority of the
students of developing countries are excited and
motivated to pursue their higher education and
the socio-economic developments towards the
international University.

3.3 Perceived Problems Faced by Pg
Students in Fulfilling their
Aspiration

Table 11 shows the distribution of students
facing these perceived problems. Majority of the
students lack guidance (68%), some lack
motivation (24%) and the rest have financial
constraints (8%). Jyothi and Anjanappa [13] have
found in their study that lack of career
information is the major reason preventing
respondent’s aspiration.

4. CONCLUSION

Students have higher affinity of going for a
government job rather than going for higher
education, percentage of the students joining
agriculture for liking the subject is way less than
the percentage students joining agriculture to
secure a government job. About 42 per cent of
the total respondents have joined agriculture as

sign in short run but in the long run as there will
be more and more crisis in food sector, meeting
nutritional demand and ever-growing hunger due
to rise in population, there will be dire need in the
field of research and development to address
these issues. Rest of those who have the
aspirations to carry on with higher education
(PhD) in India or in abroad or to become
scientists, assistant professors in SAUs are
either lacking motivation, guidance or/and have
less preparedness for the exams.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

Appropriate interventions are needed on both
individual and collective level to make
environment conducive for learning and growth.
Career counseling of the students should start
from the bachelor's degree itself, they should be
asked analytical questions about their wants and
needs, and accordingly they should be guided
and encouraged in pursuing their aspirations.
Identification of a proper path for a student at an
early age can be very encouraging as it keeps
one focused and determined. Many a times,
students are confused and pursue their career
under certain influence or impulse from peers
which may not be a wise decision. The study
suggests AAU to organize at least one special
workshop on higher education opportunities
every year.

CONSENT
As per international standard or university
standard, respondents’ written consent has been

collected and preserved by the author(s).

COMPETING INTERESTS

Authors have declared that no competing
interests exist.

REFERENCES

1. Cambridge University Press.

Aspiration. In Cambridge Dictionary; 2021.
Retrieved from
Available:https://dictionary.cambridge.org/d
ictionary/english/aspiration

2. Ansari IH, Ansari MA. Career aspirations of
undergraduate agriculture



10.

Journal of
2019;11(20):0975-

students. International
Agriculture Sciences.
3710.
Available:https://www.bioinfopublication.or
g/jouarchive.php?opt=&jouid=BPJ0000217
Chahal G. Agriculture as a career choice
as world shifts to new normal. Time of
India; 2020.

Available: https://rb.gy/6k4bzh

O'Neill A. Distribution of the workforce
sectors in India. Statista; 2022.

Available: https://rb.gy/I6lzti

Arunachalam R, Shri KS, Sasmitha R. An
analysis of the aspirations of underraduate
agricultural students. Indian Journal of
Extension Education, 2020;56(4):14-18.
Available:http://iseeindia.org.in/Journalpdf/|
JEE56%284%29/IJEE_56_4 3.pdf
Maheshwari M, Patel MR, Nayak JJ.
Attitude of students towards agricultural
education. In Gujarat Journal of Extension
Education. Special Issue on National
Seminar organised in April; 2018.
Available:https://www.gjoee.org/papers/88
1.pdf

Anandaraja N, Sivabalan KC, Lalson MT.
Factors influencing over all aspiration
altitudes of farm graduates in India.
International Journal of Chemical Studies.
Special. 2019;6:749-751.

Avalilable: https://rb.gy/ahdnjn

Niketha L, Pallavi D, Suryawanshi AS,
Wani SA. Aspirational analysis of girl
students involved in agricultural
profession. Agricultural Science Digest-A
Research Journal. 2014;34(4):263-267.
Available: https://rb.gy/coazdu

Roach M, Sauermann H. The declining
interest in an academic career. PLoS ONE.
2017;12(9): e0184130.
Available:https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.po
ne.0184130

Das G, Chowdhury S. Occupational
aspiration of agricultural

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

graduates. International Journal of Social
Science. 2014;3(4):463.

Available: https://rb.gy/ahprhg

Niranjan S, Kiresur VR, Anbukkani P.
Factors influencing job choice among
agricultural graduates in Tamil
Nadu. Indian Journal of Economics and
Development. 2018;14(4):701-706.
Available: https://rb.gy/yv4zwt

Mridula N, Sakeer HA. Career preference
assessment of agricultural students using
paired comparison method. Journal of
Research ANGRAU, 2020;48(2):60-66.
Available: https://rb.gy/jcho50

Pirgaru V, Turcan RV. Motivations of
Students to Study Abroad: A Case Study
of Moldova; 2017.

Available: https://rb.gy/bffara

Jyothi GR, Anjanappa BH. Challenges
faced by the post-graduate students on
aspiration: a sociological study.
NOVYI MIR Research Journal. 2020;5(9):
10-20.
Available:https://novyimir.net/gallery/nmrj%
202569%20f.pdf

Manida M, Nedumaran G. Agriculture in
India: Information About Indian Agriculture
and Its Importance. Aegaeum Journal.
2020;8(3):729-736.

Avalilable: https://tinyurl.com/4hm4j27x
Rehman U, Shahnawaz MG, Khan NH,
Kharshiing KD, Khursheed M, Gupta K,
Kashyap D, Uniyal R. Depression, Anxiety
and Stress Among Indians in Times of
Covid-19 Lockdown. Community Ment
Health J. 2021;57(1):42-48.
Available:https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/
32577997/

Dlamini NF. Factors influencing the choice
of agriculture as a study discipline by
Undergraduates: a Case Study of a
Distance University's Agriculture
Department; 2017.
Available:http://hdl.handle.net/10500/2337
-

© 2022 Bora and Barman; This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original work is properly cited.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

