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Compulsory REVISION comments

Minor REVISION comments
Known cases of thalassemia and hemoglobinopathies should be excluded from the study.

Two simple screening tests should be done to exclude HbE, NESTROFT and DCIP.

A brief discussion should be made on ferritin concentration and thalassemia/hemoglobinopathies.
Hemoglobin E is highly is highly prevalent in Myanmar, particularly in Chin state, bordering with south-eastern
part of India.

Optional/General comments

Normal Hb conc with high ferritin can be seen in Hb E carriers (either heterozygote or hemozygote). Hb E is
highly prevalent in “Chin” ethnic groups who are settled in Chin State, North-Western part of Myanmar which is
bordered with India (study area in this study). Hb E carrier state should be considered in this study population.
Two simple hematological screening tests are suggested, NESTROFT and DCIP, to exclude Hb E carriers who
can show falsely high or falsely normal ferritin level in the study population.
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