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PART 1: Review Comments
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Compulsory REVISION comments

The abstract should give important details and statistical findings

The conclusive remark (of the abstract) was not supported (and explained) by the findings of the
study.

How were the patients/subjects enrolled in the study? It should be clarified. ‘The data was collected
from a large number of patients undergoing intermediate to major surgery and thus have high analgesic
requirements” is the only sentence to explain this, but it does not specify any criteria. It appears that no
consecutive sample was taken into consideration. For example, we see that the majority of the sample
comprised urogynaecology and orthopaedic patients. If the authors enrolled whole consecutive patients on
the wards general surgery and internal medicine would have comprised the majority. This method gives
way to a sampling bias, which also lets us question whole statistical findings. We do not even understand if
all patients in the “admission wards” in the study period were recruited in the study.

The objective of the study was cited as “The main objective of the study is to clinically analyse the pain

manifestation and its management in adults” but it should consist of ‘patients on wards’ and specify the
indications or criteria to include them.

A paragraph on limitations should be added.

Which scale to use to assess pain in these patients? | recommend to refer to this article:

Karcioglu O, Topacoglu H, Dikme O, Dikme O. A systematic review of the pain scales in adults: Which to
use? Am J Emerg Med 2018 36(4);707-714. doi: 10.1016/j.ajem.2018.01.008.

Minor REVISION comments

Table and figure legends should be more explanatory.

Optional/General comments
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