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Compulsory REVISION comments

Major Comments 1

For the strains that were not amplified by in sillico PCR, it is unclear whether the gene is
defective or just not amplified by in sillico PCR, such as a 3' mutation in the primer
sequence. Since we should have genomic information on at least the strains that were not
amplified by in silico PCR (in the case of the bfmS gene, the nine strains found to have no
bands), authors need to perform at least a BLAST search for the bfmS gene. Furthermore, if
the homologous gene is present but not amplified by in silico PCR, the primers should be
modified so that the gene can be amplified by in silico PCR.

Major Comment 2

Overall, authors should review carefully. Gene names should be italicized, and the first letter
should be lower case. The species name of the bacteria should also be italicized, and the
first letter should be lowercase.

Minor REVISION comments

The primers in Table 1 seem to be based on primers used in previous studies, so the
reference should be cited and added to the table in Table 1.

Optional/General comments

This paper describes a study of four genes involved in biofilm formation in Acinetobacter
baumannii, using in sillico PCR to investigate the applicability of available primers and the
distribution of the genes in the genomic data of 19 strains. in sillico PCR amplification of the
bfms gene was observed in 10/19 strains. A. baumannii is a gram-negative bacteria
distributed in the environment with relatively low virulence, but it is highly drug-resistant and
forms biofilms, causing nosocomial infections.
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