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Compulsory REVISION comments 
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Optional/General comments 
 

 
Authors have studied genotypes for Barley stem rest resistance in Kenya. Lot of work have 
already been done in this field specially for controlling stem rust. Barley, the alternate host 
of the rust, eradication has done on mass level and banned for cultivation. Earlier it was 
used as hedge in wheat and barley crops. Resistance variety are the only method for rust 
resistance. Rust is air borne and its urediospores come from wild wheat and barley plants 
through air and cause infection in the crop. Once infection established, they multiply and 
reinfect wheat and barley plants. Therefore, the only method for controlling rust is to grow 
resistant varieties. Large number of resistant varieties have already been released in the 
market in wheat and barley crops. 
 
According to authors the productivity of barley crop can be enhanced to reduce the effects 
of stem rust, it is important to search for alternative methods of management. Host plant 
resistance is more effective if sources of resistance can be identified in barley genotypes 
and incorporate them in commercial cultivars. Exploitation of wild relative and landraces of 
barley has great potential for novel genes of resistance. None of the tested genotypes in 
the field were characterized as immune at adult plant level. 
This is good attempt in this field. Results are satisfactory. Language is goof. Figures are 
self-explanatory. Review is up to date. 
I recommend the paper for publication. 
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