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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’'s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

Abstract

-Please don't start abstract with the general facts

-Write the full name instead of writing abbreviations under abstract. Abbreviations like GCA and SCA appeared under
the abstract the readers may not understand what the abbreviations are unless they read the full article.

Introduction

-Order of presenting data is reversed. For example, in the first paragraph the author started with explaining the maize
production in Sun Saharan Africa and proceed to worldwide cultivation. The data flow should be from worldwide to the
sites study/specific area.

- Some spelling errors is also observed

- The research gap is not clearly indicated

Materials and methods

-Readers of the article needs to know the specific location of the sites. However, the author explains the latitudinal
and longitudinal location of the sites it is important to show the sites on the location map. Please prepare allocation
map for the sites.

-Please insert some sentences to introduce data collection under the sub-topic 2.4. the author has to show the days
and specific time at which the data was collected from the sites, matching with the planting date of the maize under
the study.

Result and discussion

-The author explained about using fertilizers during the experiment. In addition to fertilizers there are different
environmental factors that may alter the process combing ability of the maize during the experiment. Some of these
are altitude and climate variabilities in each site. But the author did not explain how he controlled such factors during
the experiment.

Minor REVISION comments

Language and punctuation errors has been observed under the result and discussion part.

Optional/General comments
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Reviewer’'s comment

Author’'s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should
write his/her feedback here)

(If ves, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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