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Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

 
This is a very timely article about the adoption of NICRA. I only have a few 
comments about the statistical methodologies: 
 

1. The respondents were chosen by random sampling. What was the 
response rate of those chosen? Did anyone decline to participate in the 
survey? This is important because there might be self-selection bias in 
your sample. In other words, only those who were interested in NICRA 
responded while those not interested simply self-selected themselves 
out of the survey. This can significantly affect your subsequent analysis. 
 

2. Even if self-selection bias was eliminated, your correlation coefficients 
did not account for the confounding effects. For example, r for education 
was significant not because the educated farmers were more interested 
in NICRA, but because they were at the same time large landholders and 
more innovative farmers. Therefore, you need to isolate each effect from 
the other effects. The classical way to achieve this is by linear 
regression. Then you examine each coefficient for its significance. 
Moreover, the regression can also give you an R

2
, which measures the 

overall combined effects of all the independent variables. 
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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