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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should
write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

1. Authors have done retrospective chart review for 5 yrs and interviewed mothers with
neonatal deaths over 6 months. Data will not be reliable in a retrospective study of this
nature.

2. Titleindicates trends in neonatal mortality but authors have looked at over all cause of
mortality during the study period

3 .lt is mentioned as a mixed method of study but only quantitative data is given. Have they
submitted only part of the data collected?

3. Language requires major editing. Some of the following are examples:

-little empirical studies are conducted’
-‘This section presents research methodology...’
- ‘mothers had their babies cry..’
- mothers admitted their babies suffered jaundice..’
-‘Siakawa etal findings...’
4.Conclusion mentioned cannot be derived from this study

Minor REVISION comments

Check whether the references are listed as per journal style

Optional/General comments

Manuscript requires major revision. Authors may consider comparing the cause of death as mentioned by
the mothers with that mentioned in the records by the doctors (verbal autopsy)
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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