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PART  1: Review Comments 
 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

The authors of this article studied the 2000-2016 Olympic Games weightlifting results for 
males and females to determine the differences between gender performance. The data 
showed that there are notable differences in the competitive level between male and 
female athletes. This article compares the results of the winners in a weight class with a 
given lifter in the weight class from year to year. It shows that males in each competition 
studied had a lower mean percent difference compared to the first compared to the same 
comparison for females. This article also compares the winner of each weight class with 
the weight class above them and notes the place they would have received. The study 
found that for males, a winner in a weight class would be around 6th in the weight class 
above them, while for females, a winner in a weight class would be around 4th in a weight 
class. weight class above them. Also interesting was the observation that as the place 
increases, the difference between the male and female results increases, as does the 
standard deviation between the results. The authors demonstrated that females are less 
competitive than males as the athlete's rank increases. There appears to be no association 
between weight class and mean percent difference of fifth place from first place for 
females. For males, there appears to be a decrease in the mean percent difference of fifth 
place from first place as the weight class increases, meaning that the higher weight classes 
for males are more competitive than the lower weight classes. The authors demonstrated 
that for all the criteria measured in this paper, males are more competitive weightlifters. 
Future research should continue to look at women's performance over time to see if there 
continues to be an improvement in competitiveness as women compete longer and 
acceptance for the sport continues to rise. It should be noted how the addition of the new 
female weight class affects the data. The graphs that allow easy reading are also very 
interesting. The bibliography is very comprehensive. 
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
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