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PART  1: Comments 
 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that 
part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Please write a few sentences regarding the 
importance of this manuscript for the scientific 
community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be 
required for this part. 
 

See below  

Is the title of the article suitable? 
(If not please suggest an alternative title) 

 

Yes  

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do 
you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some 
points in this section? Please write your 
suggestions here. 

 

Yes  

Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please 
write here. 

Yes  

Are the references sufficient and recent? If you 
have suggestions of additional references, please 
mention them in the review form. 

Yes  
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Optional/General comments 
 

The current study investigates the prevalence of postpartum depression (PPD) and its 
associated factors among postpartum women in Brazil, during the COVID-19 pandemic. It finds 
a 35.5% prevalence of PPD. It is significantly linked to low educational attainment and anxiety 
about giving birth during the pandemic. The study emphasizes the heightened psychological 
challenges faced during the pandemic. It is an original study within the scope of the journal. I 
suggest several revisions.  

1. The introduction should emphasize the unique side of the study. Other studies on the 
relationship between COVID-19 pandemic and PPD should also be mentioned.   

2. Detail the approach to participants, how were they recruited.  Was the sample size 
sufficient? Power analysis findings should be added.  

3. Psychometric properties of Brazilian version of the Edinburgh Postnatal Depression 
Scale (EPDS should be added.  

4. Explain why Poisson regression was preferred over alternatives like logistic regression. 
Justify its use.  

5. The discussion restates results without providing details about  underlying mechanisms 
or implications. For example, the association between low education and PPD is explained 
simplistically through "poor living conditions" rather than critically focusing on other possible 
problems. This section should be improved. 

6. Limitations and conclusions appears to be sufficient. 
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