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PART 1: Comments

Reviewer’'s comment

Author’s Feedback
(Please correct the
manuscript and highlight
that part in the
manuscript. It is
mandatory that authors
should write his/her
feedback here)

Please write a few sentences regarding the
importance of this manuscript for the scientific
community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be
required for this part.

This manuscript provides a thoughtful examination of the environmental challenges faced by Sierra Leone’s mining industry and how well current
policies are addressing these issues. By comparing Sierra Leone’s legal frameworks with successful mining policies from countries like Ghana,
Australia, and South Africa, the study uncovers key areas where enforcement and implementation are falling short. The recommendations
presented are crucial for policymakers, researchers, and environmental groups aiming to promote more sustainable practices in the mining sector.
Ultimately, this research contributes to the global conversation on sustainable mining in developing nations, offering valuable insights for future
policy reforms and further academic research.

Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

Yes. The title captures the main theme of the study
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Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do
you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some
points in this section? Please write your
suggestions here.

The abstract of the article is well-written and effectively communicates the main objectives, findings, and conclusions of the study. It provides a clear
picture of the environmental challenges in Sierra Leone's mining sector and highlights the policy gaps that are preventing sustainability.

Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please
write here.

Based on the information provided, the manuscript seems scientifically solid in its approach. It tackles important environmental issues related to
mining in Sierra Leone and offers a thoughtful comparison with policies from other countries that are well-known for their mining industries. This
comparative analysis helps to provide a broader context and strengthen the study's relevance.

Are the references sufficient and recent? If you
have suggestions of additional references, please
mention them in the review form.

The references provided are strong and relevant, covering key aspects of the topic. However, adding a few more recent articles, global policy
reports, and case studies from regions with similar challenges could help further enhance the manuscript. This would not only provide a more up-to-
date perspective but also enrich the comparative analysis, making the findings even more impactful.

To further enhance the manuscript, the authors should consider the following suggestions:

1. Recentness of Sources: Integrating more recent publications (from 2018 to 2023) will help ensure the study reflects the latest trends in
mining policy, environmental management, and sustainability practices, with a particular focus on the enforcement of policies.

2. Inclusion of Case Studies: Expanding the comparative analysis by including case studies from other regions, especially from developing
countries with similar mining challenges—such as other African nations or Southeast Asia—could provide broader perspectives and
insights.

3. Government and Institutional Reports: Including reports from global institutions such as the World Bank, ICMM, or UNEP could greatly
strengthen the manuscript. These organizations offer valuable, up-to-date information on sustainable mining practices and environmental
regulations, providing further credibility to the study.

4. Specific Focus on Policy and Governance: It would be beneficial to add references that specifically address policy implementation
challenges and governance reforms in mining. Insights from successful or unsuccessful case studies could provide useful context and
reinforce the study’s recommendations.

Is the language/English quality of the article
suitable for scholarly communications?

Yes. The language quality is suitable for academic purposes, but refining it for better clarity, flow, and consistency could further improve its impact
and readability for scholarly audiences.
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