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PART 1: Comments

Reviewer's comment

Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that
part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Please write a few sentences regarding the
importance of this manuscript for the scientific
community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be
required for this part.

Chemical-free farming practices, such as natural/organic farming aim to reduce external agricultural
inputs of synthetic origin while relying on ecosystem management. In order to fulfill the food needs of
expanding population, it has been determined that heavy use of pesticides, inorganic fertilizers and
other inputs for maximizing agri-production is necessary. Achieving a balance and sustainable food
production is a challenging issue for the increasing food demand of rapid population growth. Keeping
this in view, the present study assumes significant importance with regard to ascertaining through
economic lens the sources of growth of returns in paddy cultivation under natural farming and
conventional farming, so as to bust the myths associated, and to convince the farmers, policy makers,
and other stakeholders about the benefits that accrue from zero budget natural farming.

Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

Yes

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do
you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some
points in this section? Please write your
suggestions here.

Yes. Abstract is comprehensive; there is no need of additions/ alterations

Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please

write here. Yes
Are the references sufficient and recent? If you Yes
have suggestions of additional references, please
mention them in the review form.

Is the language/English quality of the article Yes

suitable for scholarly communications?

Optional/General comments

1. Very few typographical/ grammatical minor mistakes, highlighted in the manuscript, may be taken
care of.

2. Amareshwari and Sujathamma (2014) quoted in the text does not find mention in ‘References’
section.

3. Manuscript, particularly the references may be put as per the format of the journal.
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