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PART 1: Review Comments

Compulsory REVISION comments Reviewer’s comment Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that
part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of
this manuscript for the scientific community. Why do you
like (or dislike) this manuscript? A minimum of 3-4
sentences may be required for this part.

By comparing conservation and conventional smallholder farms in Kenya, the study
highlights the impact of farming practices on soil health and sustainability. | appreciate the
manuscript for its comprehensive approach, as it not only contributes to our understanding
of soil ecosystems but also offers practical implications for improving agricultural practices
in similar regions. However, the manuscript could benefit from a more detailed analysis of
the long-term effects of these practices on soil biodiversity.

Is the title of the article suitable? Yes
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest Yes
the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section?

Please write your suggestions here.

Are subsections and structure of the manuscript Yes

appropriate?

Please write a few sentences regarding the scientific
correctness of this manuscript. Why do you think that this
manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound? A
minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

the manuscript adheres to established scientific principles, making its conclusions reliable
and relevant for advancing knowledge in soil science and sustainable agriculture.

Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have
suggestions of additional references, please mention them in
the review form.

No, some are missing kindly rectify it.

Minor REVISION comments

Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for
scholarly communications?

Yes

Optional/General comments

the manuscript could be enhanced by including a discussion on the potential implications of
the findings for policy-making and long-term agricultural planning. Additionally, further
exploration of the socio-economic factors influencing farming practices could provide a
more holistic understanding of the challenges faced by smallholder farmers in Kenya.
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