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ABSTRACT 
 
 

The study focuses on the awareness and preparedness for disaster among 

intermediate students. This study employed the quantitative research design 

using descriptive and correlational 

methods.Thestratifiedrandomsamplingwasused,andatotalofonehundred 

eighty-six (186) upper elementarystudents from aselected schoolinthedivision 

of DavaodelSur,Philippines.Thestudyresultsrevealthatthelevelofawareness of 

disaster risk reduction management among elementary pupils was similarly 

very high with an overall mean of (x̄= 4.39, SD= 0.46). Results also revealed 

that the level of disaster risk reduction management preparedness of the 

students is high with an overall mean of (x̄= 4.39, SD= 0.46). Furthermore, the 

results showed that the awareness of disaster risk reduction management and 

the preparedness for disaster risk reduction management among elementary 

pupils show a significant relationship between the variables. Overall, this 

study equips 

studentswithacriticalunderstandingofpreventivemeasuresofawarenessand 

preparednessfordisasterriskreductionmanagement,regardlessoftheirgrade 

level. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Emergencies related to natural disasters often happen quickly. In a 

disaster, the school's job is to protect its people, especially the students in 

elementaryschools,whoarethemostsusceptible. Preparednessfordisasters 

isunquestionablyatopprioritythroughouttheworld.Consequently,peopleand 

nationsmustreceivedisastereducationtoraiseawareness(Tsaietal.,2020). On 

the other hand, schools, as places of learning, have to help students learn 

more and be better prepared for disasters. Students get information from their 

schools, homes, and neighborhoods as quickly as possible. Therefore, 

educating young children about catastrophe risk reduction is crucial and 

beneficial (Pambudi&Ashari, 2019). The need for more excellent public 

knowledge is the main factor that causes disasters. Tragedies and numerous 

lossesintermsoflifeandpropertyduetotheinabilityofthecurrentsituationto do so 

(Sengün&Küçükşen et al., 2019). 

Countries and international organizations emphasize the value of 

disaster education today (How et al., 2020). With a long history of adverse 

effects in Nepal, earthquakes are the most common and deadliest natural 

hazard in Nepal, and they have a long history of impact on the country 

(Bollinger et al., 2016). All-inclusive public awareness and education are 

fundamental for reducing casualties, personal injuries, and property damage 

from natural disasters (Torani et al., 2019). 

According to Sujarwoet., Al (2018), school disaster preparedness 

refers to the ability of the community or entities within the school to face and 

manage problems.Disaster education is a 

crucialeducationalprocessthatinstructsindividualsonwhattodobefore, 
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during, and after a disaster or emergency. It also offers a method for disaster 

recoveryandprevention(Duffy,2018).Througheducationandlearning,people 

gain the knowledge, skills, talents, and perspectives necessary to properly 

prepare for and deal with the effects of disaster shocks. Given the growing 

effects of climate change, raising children's knowledge and skills in disaster 

preparedness and emergency management is crucial. Children are victims of 

natural disasters brought on by climate change in over 175 million cases 

(Codreanu et al., 2014; Fahad & Wang, 2020). 

ThePhilippinesisregardedasoneofthelocationswithimmediaterisks. 

Given its natural geological and hydro-meteorological features, which disaster 

scenarios brought on by humans exacerbate, it is one of the disaster-prone 

locations (Domingo &Manejer, 2018). There must be open contact with 

instructors for disaster education to be successful and implemented in our 

educational system without problems (Maya, 2018). In the study of Mac 

Anthony et al. (2017), to encourage this activity preparedness in the school 

curriculaandanyotherschool programsandto increasethelevel of resiliency 

ofthestudentstowardnaturaldisasters,theDepartmentofEducation(DepEd) 

implements one of the contingencies of the (DRRM Act) "Philippine Disaster 

Risk Reduction and Management Act of 2010". 

DepEd'sSchoolDisasterRiskReductionManagementProgramaimsto 

increasestudents'understandingofdisasterriskreduction.Disastersandother 

unforeseen events sometimes are too much for the affected people. Most 

disasters,ortherisksthatleadtodisasters,arebroughtonbynaturaldisasters, to 

which many people are frequently exposed (Nia et al., 2017). Measures to 

reduce hazards and educate students about disasters at the school level can 
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fostersharedunderstanding,ownership,andself-confidence(Shah,2020).Itis 

performed through several Disaster Risk Management (DRM) activities, 

emphasizing organized efforts in preventing, assessing, and lowering the 

causal aspects of disaster risk. Thedifferent actions taken before, during, and 

after the disaster can be categorized into three periods (Hicks et al., 2019; 

Oktari et al., 2020). 

Students are more vulnerable to harm than the general population, 

mainlyiftheyareinschoolwhenadisasterstrikes(Tipleretal.,2017).Thelack 

ofsufficientemergencypreparationinschools,whichcausesstudentstosuffer 

physically, emotionally, and behaviorally, is of growing concern (Kruger et al., 

2018). According to the study of Dikmenli et al. (2018), thinking ahead about 

whatmightgowrongisoneofthebestandmosteffectivewaystostopdisasters before 

they happen. 

AccordingtoMunyirietal.(2019),disasterriskiscausedbydangerora mix of 

risks, susceptibility, and insufficient defenses to reduce the realistic 

likelihoodof it occurringbecausecatastrophescanstrikesuddenly. Inaddition to 

suffering bodily harm, calamity victims endure a double mental trauma 

burden. Winarni et al. (2018) claim that several ideas and actions make up 

disaster risk reduction (DRR) meant to analyze and control the disaster risk 

through routine operations and catastrophes' negative impactsthe plan for 

disaster mitigation, awareness, and vigilance. In enhancing cultural values in 

the elementary schools' disaster risk reduction programs are designed to (1) 

motivation and knowledge of disaster risk, (2) values and attitudes regarding 

disasterrisk,(3)theknowledgeandabilitiesnecessarytopreventdisasterson a 

personal and societal level; and (4)emergency ability to respond (Winarni, 
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2016). The expectation that teachers will impart DRR information and abilities 

to students so that they can participate proactively in DRR activities and react 

effectivelyinadisasterisarecurrentthemeinDRReducation(Nakano,2021). 

Thisstudytriestodeterminehowmuchelementarystudentsknowabout 

anddothingstoreducethechanceofdisasters.Thisstudyhopestoteachand help 

students, teachers, parents, school officials, and rural health units (students). 

This study is most helpful to the students since it directly affects them. 

 
ResearchObjectives 

 
The primary objective of this research is to use the findings as the 

foundation for a professional and societal growth program. 

Thespecificobjectivesare: 
 

1. To assess the level of disaster risk reduction management 

awareness among elementary pupils in terms ofdisaster-

relatedknowledge,awarenessandreadiness. 

2. To evaluate the preparedness of elementary pupils in disaster risk 

reduction management in terms ofassessmentandplanning, 

physicalandenvironmentalprotection and responsecapacity. 

3. Toexamine therelationshipbetween disaster risk reduction 

management awareness and preparedness among elementary pupils. 
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METHOD 
 
 

Respondents 
 

ThisstudywasconductedinthedivisionofDavaodelSur,Philippines.A 

stratifiedrandomsamplingwasusedtoselectrespondents.Theelementswithin 

stratified samples within each stratum are comparable in terms of a few 

essential criteria (Parsons,2017). A total of one hundred eighty-six (186) 

intermediatestudentsinKiblawanCentralElementarySchoolweretheresearch 

respondents who took part in answering the survey questionnaire on the 

awareness and preparedness of pupils towards disaster risk reduction 

management:basisforaninterventionprogram,186sampleslayholdofinstrict 

compliancewiththefollowinginclusioncriteria:(1)studentsaged9,10,11,and 12, of 

any gender (2) a bona fide Kiblawan Central Elementary School student 

enrolledfortheschoolyear2022-2023and(3)mustbeintheintermediategrade level 

(Grade 4,5, & 6). The respondents have the right to withdraw from the study; 

however, withdrawal the day before the final defense will not be accepted. 

Table1.Thedistributionofthe186intermediatepupilsincludedinthestudy 
 GRADE LEVEL TOTALNUMBEROF 

STUDENT’S 
TOTALNUMBEROF 

PARTICIPATING 
STUDENT’S 

 Grade4 117 61 
 Grade5 135 71 
 Grade6SectionJade 37 18 
 Total 289 150 

 
 

Instruments 
 

The study used a modified research questionnaire. A survey 

questionnaire developed by Dikmenli et al. (2018) was the research tool 

employed in the study. Some questions or remarks go along with each 

indicator.Disaster–RelatedKnowledgehasthreequestions,Disaster 
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Awareness has three questions, and Disaster Preparedness and Readiness 

has three questions. Thus, in awareness of disaster risk reduction 

management,Respondentswereaskedthefollowingquestionsonafive-point 

Likert scale, with one being the lowest answer and five being the highest: 

Table 2. Mean Score Interpretation 

MEANRANGE DESCRIPTIVE 
LEVEL 

DESCRIPTIVEINTERPRETATION 

4.20-5.00 Veryhigh This measure indicates that the 
items relating to the awareness of 
disaster risk reduction management 
of students embodied in the item 
were always present. 

3.40-4.19 High This measure indicates that the 
items relating to students' 
awarenessofdisasterriskreduction 
management embodied in the item 
were sometimes present. 

2.40-3.39 Moderate This measure indicates that the 
items relating to students' 
awarenessofdisasterriskreduction 
management embodied in the item 
were often present. 

1.80-2.59 Low This measure indicates that the 
items relating to students' 
awarenessofdisasterriskreduction 
management embodied in the item 
were seldom present. 

1.00-1.79 VeryLow This measure indicates that the 
items relating to students' 
awarenessofdisasterriskreduction 
managementembodiedintheitem 

 
 

Meanwhile,thesecondsetofquestionnairesfocusedontheelementary 

schoolstudents'preparednessfordisasterriskreductionmanagementadapted 

from Risk Reduction Education for Disasters (2010), with measures of three 

indicators,namelyAssessmentandPlanninghave(3)questions,Physicaland 

EnvironmentalProtection(3)questions,ResponseCapacity:Suppliesand 
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Skills(3)questions.Thus,inpreparednessfordisasterriskreductionand 

management.Respondentswereaskedthefollowingquestionsonafive-point 

(5)Likertscale,with 1beingthelowestanswerandfivebeingthehighest: 
 
Table 3. Mean Score Interpretation 

MEANRANGE  DESCRIPTIVE 
LEVEL 

DESCRIPTIVEINTERPRETATION 

4.20-5.00  Veryhigh Thismeasureindicatesthattheitems 
relating to the preparedness on 
disaster risk reduction management 
of students embodied in the item 
were always present. 

3.40-4.19  High Thismeasureindicatesthattheitems 
relatingtostudents'preparednessfor 
disaster risk reduction management 
embodied in the item were 
sometimes present. 

2.40-3.39  Moderate Thismeasureindicatesthattheitems 
relatingtostudents'preparednessfor 
disaster risk reduction management 
embodied in the item were often 
present. 

1.80-2.59  Low Thismeasureindicatesthattheitems 
relatingtostudents'preparednessfor 
disaster risk reduction management 
embodied in the item were seldom 
present. 

1.00-1.79  VeryLow Thismeasureindicatesthattheitems 
relatingtostudents'preparednessfor 
disaster risk reduction management 
embodiedintheitemmustbe 

 
 
 

Designand Procedure 
 

Thestudyusedadescriptive-correlationalresearchdesignemployinga 

quantitative research methodology. According to Reddy (2019), quantitative 

research investigates a phenomenon using numerical data and mathematical, 

statistical,orcomputationalmethods.Quantitativeresearchallowsresearchers 
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to learn more about a specific group. Quantitative research requires the 

collectionandexamination of numericaldata. AccordingtoBhandari(2021), a 

correlational study strategy examines connections between variables. When 

two (or more) variables are correlated, it shows the intensity and direction of 

their relationship. It is simpler to anticipate and explain how variables connect 

using the non-experimental research approach known as descriptive 

correlational research (Quaranta, 2015). 

The following steps were used to gather data. The researchers' 

questionnairesunderwentvalidation.Beforethesurvey,theresearcherswaited 

fortheofficiallyapprovedquestionnaireanddata-gatheringcertification. Then, 

researchers receivedthequestionnaire's validationandsent aletter directly to 

the Department of Education Davao del Sur. The second phase of the data 

collection proceeded after the approved letter was released. Researchers 

visitedaschoolwherethestudywasconductedaftersubmittingthelettertothe 

principal's office. Finally, the researchers coordinated the RPPC office for the 

statistician's request. Later after, researchers collaborated with the statistician 

once the transcription was completed. Data was then forwarded back to the 

researchers to finalize the manuscript. 

The mean and Pearson’s correlation coefficient were used in this 

study's data analysis. The average score of the students for each statement 

and indication is calculated using the mean. A rational and stable statistic is 

the mean. Meanwhile, the relationship between the two variables was 

measured using the Pearson-R. 

Onecandeterminewhetherthereisameasureofthestrengthanddirectionof the 

relationship between two variables using Pearson's Correlation analysis 

(Hwee&Yew,2018).Descriptive-correlationaldataAnalysiswasusedinthe 
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study. Descriptive analysis was frequently employed before conducting an 

experimentalfunctionalanalysisaspartofathoroughfunctionalassessmentof 

problem behavior. The procedure started with getting the scores of every 

student from each indicator. Mean and standard deviation will be computed to 

analyze elementary students' awareness and disaster-risk reduction 

management preparedness. Mean was to be used to determine if there is an 

existing significant relationship between the level of awareness and 

preparednessondisasterriskreductionmanagementamongelementarypupils 

inKiblawanCentralElementarySchool.StandardDeviationwasusedtoobtain the 

distribution of the study's respondents. Spearman will measure the significant 

relationship between the level of awareness and preparedness in disaster risk 

reduction management. 

 
Ethical Considerations 

 
This study firmly adheres to the ethical protocols and guidelines the 

University of Mindanao Ethics Committee set forth. The researcher religiously 

requested and secured permission from key school officials to complete this 

research.Theresearcherensured the appropriatenessofidentifyingrecruiting 

parties and reviewed the risks and measures to mitigate these risks (including 

physical, psychological, and social-economic. Proper authorization and 

consent are also obtained from the sample of the study, in which they are 

assuredthatalltheirrightswouldbefullyprotected,specificallyinhandlingthe data 

such as, but not limited to: 

Voluntary Participation. The respondents' participation is entirely 

voluntary and anonymous to protect their privacy, and information is given 

whenevertherespondentsdonotunderstandbeforedecidingwhetherto 
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participateinthestudy.Therespondents'namesdidnotappearanywhere,and 

nooneexcepttheresearcherknewabouttherespondents'specificanswers.If 

confidential, the researcher assigns a number to the responses, and only the 

researcherhasthekeytoindicatewhichnumberbelongstowhichrespondent.  

 
 
 

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION 
 

LevelofStudent’sAwarenesson 
DisasterRiskReduction Management 

 
Table 4 displays the findings from the descriptive statistics on the 

awareness of disaster risk reduction management level among elementary 

pupils,whichhasanoverallmeanof(x̄=4.19,SD=0.56),markedasveryhigh. 

Presents theresult of thelevelof awareness ondisaster risk reductionamong 

elementary pupils. Disaster related knowledge has a percentage mean of 

(x̄=4.19,SD=0.80),describedasveryhigh.Theresearcherscarriedoutdata 

collection procedures in order to get the data required for the study, with 

disaster awareness a mean of (x̄=3.96, SD=0.71) and disaster readiness a 

meanof(x̄=4.41,SD=0.60).Generally,itisinferredthatelementarypupilsare highly 

aware of the school's disaster risk reduction management. This, moreover, 

implies that disaster-related knowledge, disaster awareness, and disaster 

readiness are pronounced among elementary pupils. 

The overall awareness of disaster risk reduction management of 

elementary pupils is very high, which indicates that elementary pupils have 

developedtheir knowledgewithinthemselves. Whentheresults areexamined 
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Table 4. Level of awareness on disaster risk reduction management of 
elementary pupils, n=186 

INDICATORS x̄ SD 
1.DisasterRelatedKnowledge 4.19 0.80 
2.DisasterAwareness 3.96 0.71 
3.DisasterReadiness 4.41 0.60 
OVERALL 4.19 0.56 

 
 

moreclosely,theyrevealaverynoticeabledifferenceintheratingsofthethree 

indicators, suggesting that all respondents had a positive perception of their 

level of awareness of disaster risk reductionmanagement across theboard. It 

provided elementary students with relevant activities or tasks that foster 

knowledgeofthedisaster,andtheycomprehendthesignificanceofawareness of 

disaster, as evidenced by the highest score among the three indicators: 

disaster readiness. On the other hand, elementary pupils were also highly 

satisfiedwithtwoindicators.Thesefindingscanbecomparedtothedeclaration 

madebyCerullietal.(2020)thateducationwillplayasignificantroleinraising public 

awareness of disasters. 

Disaster readiness, with a mean of 4.41, was the highest-rated level of 

awareness. Theirlevelof disasterawarenesssignificantlyinfluencesstudents' 

readiness for catastrophes. Schools are one of the leading agents associated 

withsocialreadinessandstudents.Onemethodtogetreadyistohavestudents 

respond to disasters and children's level of readiness. According to Khorram- 

Manesh etal.(2018),thestudentsbenefitfromthisreadiness inseveralways, 

including mental preparation for the disaster, encouragement to work with 

emergency management practitioners, an increase in their confidence in 

handling emergencies, assistance in understanding the psychological and 

physicaleffectsofthedisasterandtheiractions,andheightenedawarenessof 

personal safety.The kiblawan central elementary school were  we conduct our 

data provide elementary students with relevant activities or tasks that foster 

knowledge towards the disaster, as evidence by the highest score among the 
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three indicators: disaster readiness.
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Disaster Related Knowledge had a total mean score of 4.19, indicating 

ahighlevelofawareness.Attitudesareshapedbyknowledge,whichheightens 

awareness of impendingenvironmentaldisasters. This study investigates how 

knowledgemanagementisusedthroughoutthedisastermanagementprocess to 

validate its benefits for lessening the effects of disasters and increasing 

disaster resilience. Rico et al. (2019) state that students are part of the school 

community, serving as sources of knowledge and spreading disaster 

knowledge to surrounding areas. 

Disaster Awareness rated the lowest score, with a mean of 3.96. 

Disaster awareness education can be implemented in schools by educating 

students about risks and hazards, fostering curiosity about possible dangers, 

allowing students to engage in disaster-related activities, and adopting 

proactivemeasurestoprepareforandrecoverfromcatastrophes.Accordingto 

Lisnasari (2018), numerous natural disasters teach us the value of disaster 

awareness and the need for people to approach decision-making with the 

appropriate mindset. 

 
Level of Students Preparedness 

onDisasterRiskReductionManageme
nt 

 
Table 5 presents the findings from the descriptive statistics used to 

gauge intermediate student's disaster risk reduction management level. The 

overall mean of preparedness on disaster risk reduction management is 

(x̄=4.39, SD=0.46), rated as being high. The 3 indicators score may have 

resulted from primary students receiving a high level of preparedness on their 

physical environmental protection (x̄=4.22, SD=0.76), response capacity 

(x̄=4.46, 0.52), and assessment planning (x̄=4.49, SD=0.53). In general, it is 
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Table 5. Level of preparedness on disaster risk reduction management of 
elementary pupils, n=186 

INDICATORS x̄ SD 
1.AssessmentPlanning 4.49 0.53 
2.PhysicalEnvironmentalProtection 4.22 0.76 
3.ResponseCapacity 4.46 0.52 
OVERALL 4.39 0.46 

 
 

surmisedthattheveryhighlevelofphysicalenvironmentalprotection,response 

planning,andcapacityplanning,theconditionassociatedwithpreparednessfor 

disaster risk reduction management among elementary pupils, is always 

present. 

The level of preparedness for disasters might be a crucial determining 

factor. The study's findings provided data with an overall average of 4.39, 

indicating that the participants were well-prepared. Educational institutions 

mustbepreparedtoprotectstaffandstudents'well-beingandlessentheeffects of 

disasters. 

Assessment planning garnered the highest score with a mean of 4.49, 

indicatingthatmostelementarypupilsarealwaysactivelypreparedfordisaster risk 

reduction management assessment planning at school. These findings agree 

with the study of Maminta (2019) proposed instructive implications, practice, 

and constant preparation to sustain catastrophe preparedness and successful 

emergency management. 

Response Capacity has a mean score of 4.46, rated as a high level of 

preparedness. Disaster response indices are crucial for assessing the 

readiness,resilience,mitigation,societalvulnerability,andhazardexposureof 

students and staff. Moreover, Jou et al. (2022), people feel that the harmful 

effectsontheirenvironmentsignificantlyaffecthowtheyactinresponse. 
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Ensuring the well-being of both students and staff through a safe and healthy 

physical school environment fosters learning. 

Physical Environmental Protection is the lowest rating in this indicator, 

withameanscoreof4.22.Disasterpreparednesseducationandtrainingefforts 

have effectively enhanced the pupils' readiness to respond to disasters and 

protect the environment. Ong et al. (2021) also found a link between how 

serious peoplethought disaster risk reductionmanagement was andtheir fear 

of what might happen. 

 
RelationshipBetweenAwarenessandPreparednesson Disaster 

Risk Reduction Management 
 

Table6displaystheresultsoftherelationshipbetweentheindependent 

(awareness of disaster risk reduction management) and dependent 

(preparedness of disaster risk reduction management). Since the data resists 

the normality, spearman rho was used to test it. Results show a significant 

relationshipbetweenthetwovariablesr(186)=0.542,p<0.001.Therefore,the null 

hypothesis is rejected. 

A correlation matrix examining the relationships between awareness 

(Disaster Related Knowledge, Disaster Awareness, and Disaster Readiness) 

and preparedness (Assessment Planning, Physical Environmental Protection, 

Response Capacity, and Overall Preparedness) in disaster risk reduction 

management among elementary pupils. Suryaratri et al. (2020) discovered a 

relationship between disaster awareness and preparedness, indicating that 

more public awareness of disasters translates into increased disaster 

preparedness. 

Furthermore,theresultsofthemainproblemofthisstudy,asstatedin 



16 

UNDER PEER REVIEW 

 

 

 

Table6.Correlationmatrixbetweenawarenessandpreparednessondisaster risk 
reduction management of elementary pupils 

Assessment 
Planning 

Physical 
Environmental 
Protection 

Response 
Capacity 

Overall 

Disaster 
Related 
Knowledge 

Spearman’s 
Rho 

0.273 0.365 0.268 0.421 

 p-value <0.00 <0.00 <0.00 <0.00 
Disaster 
Awareness 

Spearman’s 
rho 

0.343 0.261 0.321 0.410 

 p-value <0.00 <0.00 <0.00 <0.00 
Disaster 
Readiness 

Spearman’s 
rho 

0.374 0.257 0.387 0.452 

 p-value <0.00 <0.00 <0.00 <0.00 
OverallDV Spearman’s 

rho 
0.394 0.386 0.400 0.542 

 p-value <0.00 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 
 
 

the preceding paragraph, support the theoretical framework anchored on 

EdwardLeeThorndike’s(1980)LawofReadiness,whichstatesthatreadiness is a 

condition at a particular moment. One should be ready to act in a certain way 

to take it as a satisfying effect, showing that there will be a corresponding rise 

in preparedness for disasters when catastrophe awareness grows. A 

conclusion like this emphasizes the need to teach disaster science 

managementmoreintenselyanduseextensionactivitiestospreadknowledge 

amongthestudents(Fujii&Kanbara, 2019; Matsumoto et al., 2018; Teoetal., 

2018) 

The data shows a significant positive correlation between disaster- 

relatedknowledgeandassessment planning, indicatingthat pupils withhigher 

disaster awareness tend to have higher preparedness levels. The findings 

underscore the importance of education and awareness campaigns in 

improving disaster preparedness among elementary pupils. Educational 

planningsignificantlyinfluencesdisasterawareness,beginningwithavision 
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that will bring transformation or advantage. Inadvertently, the educational 

planner creates aroadmapthat willaidinbringingabout theintendedchange 

(Wanjala&Onyango,2018).Thereisaneedtoevaluatewhetherstudentsand 

teachers are aware of safety plans and well-prepared for calamities (Barbour 

et al., 2020). 

This indicates that there is a moderate to weak correlation between 

disaster awareness and disaster preparedness based on the level of 

respondents' practices. For instance, young individuals can be taught about 

disasterawarenessthrougheducation.Itcanbeaccomplishedmosteffectively 

throughthesustainedanddynamicparticipationofallpartiesinvolved(KhorramMane

sh et al., 2016; Wang, 2016). Similarly, Tan and colleagues (2018) discovered 

that households with a higher level of disaster preparedness were more likely 

to engage in disaster preparedness behaviors, such as having an emergency 

pack and a family communication plan. The implication is that disaster risk 

awareness can be a significant precursor to preparing for these 

tragicevents.Further,varioustypesofdisastersandpriorexposuretodisasters 

influencepublicawarenessofhazards(Hoetal.,2008;AlQahtany&Abubakar, 

2020). 

The data analysis reveals compelling evidence supporting the null 

hypothesis(H01),indicatingasignificantandpositiverelationshipbetweenthe level 

of awareness and preparedness in disaster risk reduction management 

among elementary pupils. The correlation coefficients between various 

awareness and preparedness variables consistently show a strong positive 

association, all statistically significant at the p < 0.00 level. Specifically, 

heightenedlevels ofdisaster-relatedknowledge,awareness,andreadinessare 
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linked to greater preparedness across dimensions such as Assessment 

Planning,PhysicalEnvironmentalProtection,ResponseCapacity,andOverall 

Preparedness. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
The study determined the significant relationship between the level of 

awareness and preparedness on disaster risk reduction management among 

elementary pupils in Kiblawan Elementary School. The respondents of this 

study were from intermediate grades; they were selected using stratified 

random sampling. The statistical result indicated the mean result on the 

respondents'awarenessofdisasterriskreduction.However,thegeneralresults of 

descriptive statistics revealed that the respondents have a positive, strong 

relationshipbetweenpreventivemeasuresofawarenessandpreparednessfor 

disasterriskreductionmanagement.Itmeansthattherespondentshaveahigh 

knowledge of risk reduction practices. The results in the table show a strong 

and positive link between the natural disasters that happened in Kiblawan, 

Davao del Sur, where the school is located, and the things that were stated. 

The Spearman's correlation guide test determines how strongly two variables 

are linked. Additionally, the table shows that the respondents' levels of 

awarenessandpreparednessarevaried.Moreinformationandoutreachabout 

disaster risk reduction management's readiness will be considered for all 

respondents, regardless of their grade. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Sincethestudyconcludedtheexistingrelationshipbetweenthelevelof 

awareness and preparedness in disaster risk reduction management, the 
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researchersrecommendedthefollowing: 
 

The authors should spread information about disaster preparation to 

keep the community well-prepared. Teachers and School DRRM leaders 

should get more training and education about disasters to make people more 

awareoftherisksandbetterpreparedforthem.Involveparents,socialworkers, 

senior citizens, barangay officials, and student reps in earthquake drills, 

training,andasymposium.Domoreresearchwherethemainfocusiscreating other 

materials needed for DRRM and standard processes such as fire, earthquake, 

and evacuation drills. 

Students should be informed about DRRM initiatives. Engage them in 

varied activities. School programs should encourage students to participate in 

DRRM activities through curricular and extracurricular organizations. 

periodically analyze and evaluate programs and activities with students to 

ensure their growth and sustainability. 

Furthermore, future researchers may further research if there is a 

change amongst the mentioned relationships and what factors affect the 

changes (if any). 

 

 

Consent:. The survey questionnaire utilized in this study is clear and 

comprehensible; the researcher ensures that the respondents 

arefullyawareofthebenefitstheschoolmaygetfromthestudy. 

Ethical approval  

Thesurvey is conducted with the approval of the concerned school 

authorities and the respondents' permission. 
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Disclaimer (Artificial intelligence) 
Option 1:  
Author(s) hereby declare that NO generative AI technologies such as Large 
Language Models (ChatGPT, COPILOT, etc) and text-to-image generators have 
been used during writing or editing of manuscripts.  
Option 2:  
Author(s) hereby declare that generative AI technologies such as Large Language 
Models, etc have been used during writing or editing of manuscripts. This 
explanation will include the name, version, model, and source of the generative AI 
technology and as well as all input prompts provided to the generative AI technology 
Details of the AI usage are given below: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
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