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PART1:ReviewComments

CompulsoryREVISIONcomments Reviewer’'scomment Author’sFeedback(Pleasecorrectthemanuscriptandhighlightthatpart
inthemanuscript.ltismandatorythatauthorsshouldwritehis/herfeedback
here)

Please write a few sentences regarding the This manuscript holds significant value for the scientific community as it addresses a critical
importance area in entrepreneurship research—innovative thinking skills among SME owners, which are
ofthismanuscriptforthescientificcommunity.Whyd | vital for business

o youlike(ordislike)thismanuscript? sustainabilityandgrowth.ThefocusonSouthAfrica'sconstructionandmanufacturingindustriesprovi
Aminimumof3-4 sentences may be required for des

this part. valuableinsightsintosectorscrucialforthecountry'seconomicdevelopment.Byexploringtherelation

ship between innovative thinking and SME longevity, the study offers practical implications for
enhancing the
competitivenessandresilienceofSMEs,makingitavaluablecontributiontoacademicliteratureand
industry practices.

Isthetitleofthearticlesuitable? Thetitle"DeterminingtheLevelofinnovative ThinkingSkillsof SMEOwnersinSouth Africa"isclear
(Ifnotpleasesuggestanalternativetitle) anddescriptive,butitcouldberefinedforgreaterimpactand specificity.

Hereareafewalternative suggestions:
1. "AssessinglnnovativeThinkingSkillsandTheir Impact on SME Longevity in South
Africa's Construction and Manufacturing Sectors"
2. "EvaluatingtheRoleoflnnovativeThinkinginthe Sustainability of SMEs in South
Africa's Construction and Manufacturing Industries"
3. "ExploringlnnovativeThinkingSkillsAmongSME Owners in South Africa: Implications
for Business Longevity"
These alternatives better capture the focus on the impact of
innovativethinkingonSMEIlongevityandspecifytheindustries involved.

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do couldbemademorecomprehensivewithsomerefinements.Herearesuggestionsfor improvement:

you - _ S 1. Incorporate a Brief Background: Adding a sentence or two at the beginning to
suggesttheaddition(ordeletion)ofsomepointsinthis providecontextonwhyinnovativethinkingiscriticalforSMEswouldenhancethe background of
section? Please write your suggestions here. the study.

2. ClarifyStudyDesignandMethodology:Whilethestudydesignandmethodology are
described, it might be helpful to briefly mention how the data were analyzed to conclude
innovative thinking skills and their impact on SME longevity.

3. HighlightKeyFindings:Expandontheresultsbyspecifyingwhataspectsof innovative
thinking were measured and how they relate to SME longevity.

4. EmphasizePracticallmplications:Theconclusioncouldbestrengthenedbybriefly mentioning
specific recommendations for practitioners based on the findings.
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Aresubsectionsandstructureofthemanuscript
appropriate?

Introduction:1.Itmightbenefittromamoreexplicitstatementoftheresearchproblemand objectives. While it
mentions that few studies have focused on the longevity of SMEs
concerninginnovativethinking,itwouldbehelpfultoclarifyhowyourstudyaimstofillthis gap.

2. Consider structuring the introduction to flow from the general importance of innovative
thinking,narrowingdowntothespecificcontextof SMEsinSouthAfrica,andendingwitha clear research
guestion or objective.

LiteratureReview

2.1 InnovationThinking:Thissectioncouldbemoreconcise.Avoidrepeatingsimilarpoints and ensure
that each paragraph adds new insight.

2.3 ManagerialCognitiveAbility:InnovativeThinking: Thissubsectioncouldbemore closely
integrated with the preceding one to avoid redundancy.

2.4 InnovativeThinkingandSMEs'SurvivalandSuccess TheinclusionofTablelcould be better
explained. Ensure that the table's relevance to your study is clear and that it adds value to your
argument.

2.5 TheSignificanceoflnnovativeThinkingforSMEs: Thissectioncouldbecondensedas it repeats
some points already mentioned in previous sections. Consider merging this with section 2.4.

2.6 OrganizationallnnovativenessConstructMeasure: Thissectioncouldbenefitroma more critical
analysis of the construct measures used in the literature.

DataAnalysis

More detail on the questionnaire design, sampling process, and rationale for using
Python3.12.2wouldstrengthenthissection.Also,considerdiscussingthevalidityand reliability of the
data analysis process.

Thesectioncouldbenefitfrommoreexplicitconnectionsbetweentheanalysisandthe research
guestions or hypotheses.

4 ResultsandDiscussion

Thediscussioncouldbemoretightlylinkedtotheliteraturereview,specificallyhow
yourfindingscomparewithexistingresearch. It wouldalsobebeneficialtointerpret the findings in
the context of the research objectives stated in the introduction.

Consider separating the results and discussion into two distinct sections. The results
shouldfocusonwhatwasfound,andthediscussionshouldinterpretthesefindingsin the context of the
literature and your research questions.
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Please write a few sentences regarding the
scientific
correctnessofthismanuscript.Whydoyouthinktha
t
thismanuscriptisscientificallyrobustandtechnical
ly sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be
required for this part.

Themanuscript"DeterminingtheLeveloflinnovativeThinking SkillsofSMEOwnersinSouthAfrica"is
scientifically robust and technically sound due to its comprehensive research design and
systematic approach. The study's clear aim to assess innovative thinking skills within the
construction and manufacturingsectors,combinedwithawell-
definedquantitativemethodology,ensuresthereliabilityand
validityofthefindings.ByemployingquotasamplingandanalyzingdatausingPythonsoftware,thestud
y offers a thorough examination of the prevalence and impact of innovative thinking on SME
longevity.

Additionally, the conclusions are well-supported by the results, highlighting both the current
state of
innovationamongSMEownersandthepotentialforfurtherdevelopment,makingthisresearchavaluabl
e contribution to understanding the role of innovation in SME sustainability.

Arethereferencessufficientandrecent?Ilfyouhave
suggestions of additional references, please
mention them in the review form.

some of the references are outdated, with a significant portion dating back more than a decade.
While
classicworkslikethosebyDruckerandSchumpeterarevaluable,incorporatingmorerecentstudieswo
uld strengthen the manuscript's relevance to current trends and developments in SME
innovation.

MinorREVISIONcomments

Isthelanguage/Englishqualityofthearticlesuitable
for scholarly communications?

afewminorgrammaticaladjustmentsandimprovementsinphrasingcouldenhancereadabilityandprecision

Optional/Generalcomments

GeneralComments:

e Consistency: Ensure consistency in terminology and the presentation of ideas
throughoutthemanuscript.Forexample,theterm"innovativethinking“shouldbe consistently
used and defined early on.

e TablesandFigures:Whenusingtables,suchasTablel,provideaclearexplanation of their
relevance and how they support your arguments. Tables should complement the text, not
just summarize it.

e Language and Clarity: Avoid overly complex sentences and ensure that each
paragraphhasaclearmainidea.Simplifywherepossiblewithoutlosingthedepthof analysis.

¢ Conclusion(missing):Consideraddingaconclusionsectionthatsummarizesthekey findings,
discusses their implications for theory and practice, and suggests areas for future research.

PART 2:

Reviewer’'s comment

Author’'s comment(if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight
that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her
feedback here)

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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