
ReviewForm3 

Createdby:DR Checkedby:PM Approvedby:MBM Version:3 (07-07-2024) 

 

 

   
JournalName: MicrobiologyResearchJournalInternational 
ManuscriptNumber: Ms_MRJI_123875 
TitleoftheManuscript: INVITROANTIFUNGALACTIVITYOFSOMEETHANOLPLANTEXTRACTSAGAINSTCANDIDASPECIESISOLATEDFROMHIGHVAGINALSWABSOFWOMEN ATTENDING A 

HOSPITAL IN ENUGU STATE, NIGERIA. 
TypeoftheArticle OriginalResearchArticle 

 



ReviewForm3 

Createdby:DR Checkedby:PM Approvedby:MBM Version:3 (07-07-2024) 

 

 

PART1:Review Comments 
 

CompulsoryREVISIONcomments Reviewer’scomment Author’sFeedback(Pleasecorrectthemanuscriptandhighlightthatpart 
inthemanuscript.Itismandatorythatauthorsshouldwritehis/herfeedback 
here) 

Please write a few sentences regarding the 
importance of this manuscript for the scientific 
community. Why 
doyoulike(ordislike)thismanuscript?Aminimumof 
3-4 sentences may be required for this part. 

This manuscript is significant for the scientific community as it addresses the growing concern 
ofantifungalresistanceamongCandidaspecies,whichposesamajorchallengeintreatingfungal infections. 
The study explores the in vitro antifungal activity of ethanol extracts from medicinal plants, specifically 
Moringa oleifera, Vernonia amygdalina, and Ocimumgratissimum, against resistantCandida strains 
isolated from women in Nigeria. This research highlights the potential of natural products as 
alternative therapeutic options, which is particularly important given the limitations of conventional 
antifungal agents like azoles and echinocandins due to resistance issues. I appreciate this manuscript 
for its practical implications in the field of herbal medicine and its contribution to the search for novel 
antifungal agents. The findings suggest that these plant extracts possess significant antifungal 
properties, which could lead to the development of new treatments for infections caused by resistant 
Candida species. Furthermore, the study emphasizesthe importance oftraditionalmedicine inmodern 
healthcare,particularlyin regions like Nigeria where herbal remedies are widely used [1]. Overall, this 
research not only adds to the existing body of knowledge but also encourages further investigation 
into the therapeutic potentials of these plants, which could ultimately benefit public health. 
 

The manuscript presents valuable findings regarding the antifungal activity of ethanol extracts from 
selected medicinal plants against resistant Candida species. However, there are 
severalareasthatrequirecorrectionandclarificationtoenhance the overall quality and clarity of the paper: 

 ClarificationofMethodology:Themethodologysection should provide more detailed 
information on the extractionprocess,includingthespecificconditionsused in the 
Soxhletextraction. This will help inreplicatingthe study and understanding the efficacy of the 
extracts better. 

 The manuscript presents valuable findings regarding the antifungal activity of ethanol extracts 
from selected medicinal plants against resistant Candida species. However, there are several 
areas that require correction andclarificationtoenhancetheoverallqualityandclarity of the 
paper: 

 ClarificationofMethodology:Themethodologysection should provide more detailed 
information on the extractionprocess,includingthespecificconditionsused in the 
Soxhletextraction. This will help inreplicatingthe study and understanding the efficacy of the 
extracts better. 

 

 

Isthe titleofthearticle suitable? 
(Ifnotpleasesuggestanalternative title) 

Thetitleofthearticle,"INVITROANTIFUNGALACTIVITYOFSOMEETHANOLPLANT EXTRACTS 
AGAINST CANDIDA SPECIES ISOLATED FROM HIGH VAGINAL SWABS OF 
WOMENATTENDINGAHOSPITALINENUGUSTATE, NIGERIA,"isquitedescriptiveand provides a 
clear indication of the study's focus. However, it could be improved for conciseness and clarity. 
Here are some considerations: 

 Length:Thecurrenttitleislengthyandmaybecumbersomeforreaders.Amoreconcise title would 
enhance readability while still conveying the essential information. 

Specificity: While the title specifies the location and population studied, it could be 
streamlinedtofocusonthekeyelementsoftheresearch,suchastheantifungalactivityand 
theplantextractsused. 

 

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do 
you 
suggesttheaddition(ordeletion)ofsomepointsinthis 
section? Please write your suggestions here. 

Theabstractofthearticleprovidesagoodoverviewof thestudy,includingthebackground, objectives, 
methods, and key findings. 

 

Aresubsectionsandstructureofthemanuscript 
appropriate? 

The structureandsubsectionsofthemanuscriptappeartobeappropriate forthe contentand objectives of the 
study. Here are some observations based on the provided contexts: 
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  Themanuscriptisorganizedintodistinctsections,includingtheintroduction,methods, results, and 

conclusions. This clear organization helps guide the reader through the research process 
and findings. 

 

Please write a few sentences regarding the 
scientific 
correctnessofthismanuscript.Whydoyouthinkthat 
thismanuscriptisscientificallyrobustandtechnical
ly sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be 
required for this part. 

Themanuscriptdemonstratesscientificcorrectnessthroughitsrigorousmethodologyandclear presentation 
of results. The use of standardized methods for preparing plant extracts and conducting antifungal 
susceptibility testing ensures that the findings are reliable and reproducible [1]. Additionally, the study 
addresses a significant issue in public health— antifungalresistance—byexploringalternative 
treatments derivedfrom naturalsources, which is a timely and relevant research focus. 
Furthermore, the results indicate varyingdegrees of antifungalactivity amongthe plant 
extracts,providingvaluableinsightsintotheirpotentialtherapeuticapplicationsagainst resistant 
Candida species. 
Thesystematicapproachtoevaluatingtheextracts,includingtheuseofmultipleconcentrations and controls, 
adds to the technical soundness of the study, reinforcing its contributions to the field of herbal 
medicine and antifungal research. 
Overall,themanuscriptisscientificallyrobust,asitcombinesawell-definedresearchquestion with appropriate 
experimental design and analysis. 

 

Arethereferencessufficientandrecent?Ifyouhave 
suggestions of additional references, please 
mention them in the review form. 
- 

The manuscript does not provide specific references within the provided contexts, making it difficult to 
assess the sufficiency and recency of the references used. However, the introduction highlights the 
increasing resistance of Candida species to conventional antifungal agents, which isawell-
documentedissueinrecentliterature.Thissuggeststhattheauthorsarelikelyawareof the need for current 
references to support their claims about antifungal resistance and the exploration of alternative 
treatments from natural sources. 
To enhance the manuscript's credibility, it would be beneficial to include recent studies that specifically 
address the antifungal properties of the selected plant extracts, such as Moringa 
oleifera,Vernoniaamygdalina,andOcimumgratissimum.Additionally,referencesdiscussingthe 
mechanismsofantifungalresistanceandtherole ofherbalmedicine in treatingfungalinfections would 
provide a more comprehensive background. 
In summary, while the manuscript addresses a relevant topic, the inclusion of specific, recent 
referenceswouldstrengthenitsfoundationandsupporttheclaimsmadethroughoutthestudy. 

 

MinorREVISIONcomments 

Isthelanguage/Englishqualityofthearticlesuitable 
for scholarly communications? 

 
ThelanguageandEnglishqualityofthearticleappeartobegenerallysuitableforscholarly communication, 
based on the provided contexts 

 

 
PART  2: 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment(if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part 
in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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