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PART1: ReviewComments

CompulsoryREVISIONcomments

Reviewer’'scomment

Author’sFeedback(Pleasecorrectthemanuscriptandhighlightthatpart
inthemanuscript.ltismandatorythatauthorsshouldwritehis/herfeedback
here)

Pleasewritea
fewsentencesregardingtheimportance
ofthismanuscriptfor
thescientificcommunity.Whydo youlike
(ordislike)thismanuscript? Aminimumof 3-4
sentencesmayberequiredforthispart.

Themanuscriptiscrucialfromscientificperspectivebecauseagronomicinterventionsdirectlyaddre
ssthe
challengesofabioticandbioticstressesthatreducecropyields.Drought,isregardedasoneofthemost
significantlimitingfactorsthataffectscropproductivity.Therefore,by
optimizingwateruseefficiency, improvingsoilmoistureretention,andselectingdrought-
resistantcropvarieties,cropyieldscouldbe upscaledevenunderwater-
scarceconditions.Thisisvitalforensuringfoodsecurityinregionsproneto
drought,especiallyasclimatechangeincreasesthefrequencyandseverityofdroughtevents.Additio
nally,
thesepracticessupportsustainableagriculturebyreducingtherelianceonirrigationandconservingwa
ter

resources.

Isthetitleofthearticlesuitable?
(Ifnotpleasesuggestanalternativetitle)

Consideringthebodyofthemanuscript,lwouldsuggesttousetheword‘Drought/Waterstress’instead
of simply‘stress’asthemainfocushereisdrought

Agronomic interventionsfor alleviating DROUGHT/WATER stress and optimizing productivity

offieldcrops:A review

Istheabstractofthearticlecomprehensive?Doyou
suggesttheaddition(ordeletion)of
somepointsinthis
section?Pleasewriteyoursuggestionshere.

Yes,itis.

Aresubsectionsands
tructureofthemanuscriptappropriate?

Yes.Couldbebetterbyaddinga
fewsubstantialfigures(withproperacknowledgements),tablesorgraphs

Pleasewritea
fewsentencesregardingthescientific
correctnessofthismanuscript.Whydoyouthinktha
t
thismanuscriptisscientificallyrobustandtechnica

Iy

Asmentionedinthefirstcolumn,thisarticleisscientificallyrobustandtechnicallysound asit
comprehensivelyaddressesthemechanismsbywhichdroughtstressimpactscropphysiologyan
dyield.

Thearticlealsocriticallyexaminestheeffectivenessoftheseinterventionsinreal-
worldscenarios,ensuring

itsrecommendationsarebothpracticalandscientificallyvalidated.Additionally,it highlightsthe
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Arethereferencessufficientandrecent?If
youhave
suggestionsofadditionalreferences,pleasement
ion theminthereviewform.

Inmyopinion,referencesforthismanuscriptarelittiemorethanrequiredconsideringtheactuallength
of thearticle.Anidealreviewarticleshouldhavel00-
150referencesprovidedthesizeofthearticleisrobust sothatit
justifiesthesame.However,inthesaidarticle,outof 22pages(inwordformat),theactual
contentoccupiesonly9,
andtheremainingl3pagescoverthereferences.Mysuggestionhereistoenhance thecontentsothatit
decentlyjustifiesthenumberofreferences.

Asforthesecondpoint,theauthoraddeda coupleofrecentreferencesonlyinthelaterpartofthe
manuscript(forsalicylicacidanditseffectsoncropproduction).lwouldsuggesttheauthor(s)toaddso
me moresrecentreferences(2020onwards)intheformersectionsaswell(formulching,tillage,mineral
applicationandsoon.)
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MinorREVISIONcomments

Isthelanguage/Englishqualityofthearticlesuitabl
e forscholarlycommunications?

Yes

Optional/Generalcomments

1) Suggesttoaddrelevantfigure,tables,graphs(withproperacknowledgements)in
supportofyour manuscript
2) Additionofrecentreferences(particularlyintheformerpartofthemanuscript)

3) Youmayconsidertoaddoneadditionalsection(PROSPECTS)priortoconclusionwhereinyoucan
mentionaboutbiological/biotechnologicalinterventionsforinstance,useofdroughtresistanttransgeni

¢ variety,geneeditingtechniquelikeCRISPR-
Cas9systemtomitigatedroughtstress.Andprovideyour feedbackon
theseinterventions.Althoughtheseinterventionsarenot practicallyapartofagronomical

practicesbutwillstillhelpyouin strengtheningthequalityofthemanuscriptandamplifyingthecontent.
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Reviewer’'s comment

Author’'s comment(if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight
that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her
feedback here)

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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