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PART1: ReviewComments 
 

CompulsoryREVISIONcomments Reviewer’scomment Author’sFeedback(Pleasecorrectthemanuscriptandhighlightthatpart 
inthemanuscript.Itismandatorythatauthorsshouldwritehis/herfeedback 
here) 

Pleasewritea 
fewsentencesregardingtheimportance 
ofthismanuscriptforthescientificcommunity.Whyd
o youlike 
(ordislike)thismanuscript?Aminimumof3-4 
sentencesmayberequiredforthispart. 

Themanuscriptaddressesaninterestingand emergingtopic—EcosystemServices—
andhasthepotentialto provideempiricalevidenceoftheirimportanceinthecontextofa 
developingcountry.Itcouldalsocontribute 
valuableknowledgeonthenexusbetweenecosystemservicesandculturalpracticeswithinan 
Africancontext. However,theauthorsfailtoclearlyidentifytheliteraturegapandthe 
specificproblemthearticleaddresses, whichunderminesitspotentialcontributionto  
knowledge.Additionally,the authorsdo notdiscussthe implicationsoftheirworkforpolicy,practice,or 
scientificknowledge.Theseareasrequireimprovement. 

 

Isthetitleofthearticlesuitable? 
(Ifnotpleasesuggestanalternativetitle) 

Thetitleofthearticlecouldbereviewedtoread: 
“ValueofEcosystemServicesto CulturalPracticesinFestivalCelebrationinRuralCommunitiesof 
NorthernGhana” 

 

Istheabstractofthearticlecomprehensive?Doyou 
suggesttheaddition(ordeletion)of 
somepointsinthis 
section?Pleasewriteyoursuggestionshere. 

Theabstractlacksadequatestructure.Theauthor(s)arerecommendedtorevisetheabstracttoincludet
he followingelements: 

 
•   Problemstatement 
•   Objectivesofthe study 
•   Methodology,includingsamplingtechniquesandsamplesizesforFGDsandKIIs 
•   Datacollectionmethodology 
•   Resultsalignedwiththe objectives 
•   Significanceofthe studyanditscontributiontoknowledge 
•   Implicationsforpolicy,practice,and futureresearch 
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Aresubsectionsandstructureofthemanuscri
pt appropriate? 

Theauthor(s)arerecommendedtorevisesubsectionsofthemanuscriptasfollows: 
Introduction: 

•   Theintroductionislengthybutlacksstructuretoprovide: 
• Background andcontextofthestudyincluding cleardefinition ofkeystudyconcepts 

suchasecosystem services(ES),classificationofES, 
•   ThenexusbetweenESandCulturalPractices; 
•   Thegeographicalcontext– briefdescriptionofthe studyarea 

•   Theintroductionshouldhighlightthe problemstatementtomotivatethe study including: 
•   Thegap inliteratureclearlyidentified; 
• Significanceofthestudy-Articulatewhyitisimportanttounderstandtheroleandvalueofecosystem 

servicesinculturalpractices. 
• Theintroductionshouldthen clearlylay-outthe objectivesofthe 

studyclearlybringingouttheresearch questions; 
• TheIntroductionshouldprovidethesignificanceofthe studyhighlightinghowthe studywillcontribute 

totheexistingbodyofknowledgeinthefieldsofecosystemservices,culturalanthropology,and 
sustainabledevelopment. 

•   Theintroductionshouldalsodescribethe anticipatedpracticalimplicationsofthe study’sfindings; 
•   Itshouldthenprovideasynopsisofthepaperhighlightinghowsectionsofthearticleareorganized 

Managementof EcosystemsintheNorthernGhana 
Deletethissectionasitlacksrelevancetothetitleofthearticle 
LiteratureReview: 
Theauthors(s) shouldintroducea 
sectiononliteraturereviewtoreviewrelevantliteratureontheresearchtopic 
aligningthereviewtotheobjectivesofthe study 
Methodology: 

•
 Theauthorsshouldrestructurethemethodologysubsectiontocaptureinmoreexplicitdetailde
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 •   Acleardescriptionoftheresearchinstruments 

•   Adescriptionofthedata collectionmethodused; 
•   Adescriptionofthedata analysistechniquesusedforqualitativedataanalysis 
•   Explainthe softwareusedinqualitativedataanalysis 

ResultsandDiscussions 
 

• Provideevidenceto supportfindingsintheformofexcepts,richdescriptionsandinfographicsfor 
qualitativedata; 

•   Compareresultsforeachsection/objectivewithpreviousstudiesandprovidesupportingintextcitations; 
•   Explaintheresults; 
• Theauthor(s)intheintroductionmentionthatthe 

studyfocusedonprovisioningandculturalecosystem 
services,yettheresultsdescribefindingsrelatedto supportingandregulatingservices.Whyisthis? 

• SubheadingfortheresultsshouldberevisedtoalignwiththeMEA,005ecosystemservice 
classification; 

ResultsandDiscussions 
 
Restructurethe sectiontohighlight: 

•   Conclusionalignedwitheachobjectiveofthe study; 
•   Thesignificanceand implicationsofthefindingsto knowledgeandpractice 

 

Pleasewritea 
fewsentencesregardingthescientific 
correctnessofthismanuscript.Whydoyouthinktha
t 
thismanuscriptisscientificallyrobustandtechnica
lly sound?Aminimumof3-
4sentencesmayberequired forthispart. 

• Somestatementslack scientificcorrectnessand couldbeimprovedbyadequatelyreferencing 
literature sourcesashighlightedinthe reviewer’scommentsinthemanuscript. 

• Thescientificvaluesofthe manuscriptcouldbeimproved 
byadequatedescriptionofthemethodology andcomparisonofthe study findingswithliterature; 

• Thescientificrobustnessofthe 
findingscouldbeenhancedbyprovidingevidenceandrichdescriptions fromtheFGDandKIIlike 
exceptsand infographics 

 

Arethereferencessufficientandrecent?If 
youhave 
suggestionsofadditionalreferences,pleasement
ion theminthereviewform. 
- 

Theauthor(s)havereliedtosomeextentonoldreferencesinmostofthemanuscriptashighlightedinthe 
reviewers’commentsinthe manuscript.Theseshouldbeupdatedto notolderthan8 
years. Thefollowingareinthetextbutnotonthelistofreferences. 

•   Serneels& Lambin,2001 
•   MEA, 2005 
•   Bizoola,2022 

Thefollowingareinthereferencelistingbutmissinginthetext: 
•   CadenassoM.L,PickettS.T.A., Weathers,K. C.andJonesC.G.2003; 
•   FaganW.F., R.S., CantrellR.S.andCosner,C.(1999). 
•   Kettunen,M.,&D’Amato,D.(2013). 
 

 

MinorREVISIONcomments 
 

Isthelanguage/Englishqualityofthearticle 
suitable forscholarlycommunications? 

 
Thearticlewillsignificantlyimprovewithcarefuleditingtoaddressgrammarissuesintheidentified 
paragraphs—pleaserefertothereviewer'scommentsfor specificsectionsneedingimprovement.The 
author(s) 
arealsorecommendedtorevisetheparagraphstructuretoenhancetheflow,clarity,andreadability,as 
highlightedinthereviewer'scommentswithinthemanuscript 

 

Optional/Generalcomments   
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PART  2: 
 

 
Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment(if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should 
write his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Reviewer Details: 
 
Name: Mark Nelson Yobesia 
Department, University & Country Technical University of Mombasa, Kenya 

 
 
 
 


