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PART 1: Review Comments

Compulsory REVISION comments
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Author’s Feedback (Please correct the
manuscript and highlight that part in the
manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of
this manuscript for the scientific community. Why do you
like (or dislike) this manuscript? A minimum of 3-4
sentences may be required for this part.

The Philippines play a critical role in shaping the region's agricultural economy and positioning its cacao products in both
local and global markets. Here's why both factors are essential:

00 Economic Opportunities: Cacao farming in the Bicol Region is increasingly seen as a viable livelihood for farmers.
The region’s climate and soil are conducive to cacao farming, which has led to the growth of small-scale cacao farms and
cooperatives. Understanding the local market landscape helps stakeholders identify trends, consumer preferences, and
competition.

00 Product Differentiation: Bicol has a rich history of producing unique, high-quality cacao beans, which can be
leveraged for premium chocolate production. Products like dark chocolate, tablea (traditional cacao blocks), and cacao
nibs benefit from the region’s reputation for distinct flavors. Being aware of what other regions or countries are offering
allows producers in Bicol to create products that stand out.

[0 Local and International Demand: As global demand for cacao, particularly organic and ethically sourced cacao,
continues to rise, understanding the Bicol region's market position is vital. Export opportunities, partnerships with
chocolate companies, and participation in global fairs can elevate the region’s presence. A strong market landscape helps
identify potential export channels and supply chain improvements.
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Please write a few sentences regarding the scientific
correctness of this manuscript. Why do you think that
this manuscript is scientifically robust and technically
sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for
this part.

The scientific correctness of examining the market landscape and digital presence of cacao-based products in the Bicol
Region of the Philippines can be validated through several frameworks, including agricultural, economic, and digital
marketing perspectives. Here's a breakdown of the factors based on scientifically sound principles:

1. Agricultural and Ecological Factors

2. Economic and Market Landscape Factors

3. Digital Presence and Marketing Science

4. Sustainability and Ethical Practices
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