Editor's Comment:

After a thorough review of the feedback provided by the reviewers, | am pleased to inform you that the
manuscript meets the high standards of research and writing that we seek to uphold.

The reviewers' insights have been carefully considered, and the authors have addressed the suggestions
appropriately. The manuscript presents valuable findings on the development of healthier soft drink
alternatives, making a significant contribution to the field.

In light of these factors, | strongly recommend that this manuscript be accepted for publication in
European Journal of Nutrition & Food Safety.
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