The causes of the social transformation of nomads in Algeria

Abstract

Our researchaims to analyze the dynamics of the conceptions and practices of the space of
nomadictribes in Algeria. The startinghypothesisfavored the a priori distinction of a
nomadicspatiality, marked by an ephemeral habitat made up of tentswithseasonalmobility,
linked to pastoralism and caravanactivity and withoutfixed territorial ties - opposing a semi-
nomadic or sedentarymarked by permanent permanenthousing, linked to irrigatedgardening
and access to services. As well as the brutal transformation of a nomadicway of life towards a
sedentaryway of life offers the example of a relationship to space and a complex, plural and
moving territorial dynamic, prohibitingsharp distinctions. However, thereiscertainly a
progressive trend towardssedentarization,.
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Introduction:

The termnomadicterritoryseems to becontradictory. Nevertheless, somegeographers and
ethnologists have usedit to signify a certain territorialization of nomadictribes.*

The distinction betweennomads and semi-nomads, or betweensemi-nomads and sedentary
people is not easy to make. The nomadsthemselves are those of the great South. Wewill call,
semi-nomadic, the populations of the Hauts-Plaines who combine pastoral activitywith
agricultural activity and the Auresqui, althoughhavingtheirown villages, move once a
yearwiththeirherds.

Someanthropologists“attempted a classification of Algerian nomadism:Saharannomadswho do
not come out of the desert, SaharannomadswithTelliansummering,
nomadswithseparatesummer and winter camps, nomadsseekingpasture in a restricted course
of 20 to 25 Km and finally the quasi-sedentarymoving to smoke the ground and to flee the
parasites.

However, wefindthatsomeresearcherssuch as Jean Gallais in 1976 and Paul Pandofliin 1998
claim that the concept of nomadismisstronglylinked to the vastterritory, particularlyamong the
Tuaregs, althoughitis relative and changingaccording to the climatic, political and cultural
context. economic. Moreover, nomadicterritoriality has veryoften been characterized and
defined in terms of mobility and flexibility. Certain ethnologistswereprecursors of
thisapproach, one quotes for example, André Bourgeotwhotreatedthisquestion in 1986 by

1-Bernus, E. (1982). “Nomadicterritories. Approach of a geographer”, Pastoral production and society, nc 11,
Paris, Maison des Sciences de 'Homme, p. 84-90.
’- A. Bernard and Lacroix (1906): The evolution of nomadism in Algeria, Algiers, Paris 1906.
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integrating the concept of territory in hisstudy on the nomadicTuaregs of Ahaggar in the
South of Algeria.®

For a long time, nomadism has therefore been associatedwith the themes of the territory as
well as those of mobility and flexibility.*. Moreover, werealizethat the notion of fluidityoften
replaces that of flexibility, surelytooconnotedeconomicallytoday.

Our researchaims to analyze the dynamics of the conceptions and practices of the space of
nomadictribes in Algeria. The startinghypothesisfavored the a priori distinction of a
nomadicspatiality, marked by an ephemeral habitat made up of tentswithseasonalmobility,
linked to pastoralism and caravanactivity and withoutfixed territorial ties - opposing a semi-
nomadic or sedentarymarked by permanent permanenthousing, linked to irrigatedgardening
and access to services.

The brutal transformation from a nomadicway of life to a sedentaryway of life offers an
example of a relationship to space and a complex, plural and changing territorial dynamic,
prohibitingsharp distinctions. However, thereiscertainly a progressive trend
towardssedentarization, linked in particular to the development of irrigatedgardening, the
decline of pastoralism and caravanactivity, the accumulatedeffects of actions linked to the
developmentproject, decentralization, the creation of modern services. How to study the
causes and effects of thissedentarization, especiallysince the nomadsseem to have only a
veryweakawareness of the territorial changes that have occurred or, at least, do they in no
wayexperienceit as a break with a past?whowouldbe a nomad? To understandthis apparent
paradox, In our opinion, itisappropriate to come back more generally to thisdetailed
opposition betweennomadism and sedentarity. This studywill end by transferring the concept
of nomadism to ourowncivilized society, in order to highlight the horizon of their
transformations and the advent of a new condition, oftenqualified as hyper mobility and
postmodernity.

The question of knowingwhethersuch and such a nomadic population
willbecomesedentarycomes down to that of knowing to whatextentnomadismis for it the result
of historicalfactors, and to whatextentitisimposed by geographical conditions and by the very
nature of the country.

We know thatitwas not the Arabswhointroducednomadic life into North Africafrom the
traditional and almostineradicableerror of believingthat all Berbers are sedentary and all
Arabsnomads. The testimonies of antiquityrather vague and difficult to interpretthem in order
to understand the opposition betweennomads and sedentary people, thisforced us to study the
historicalevolution of the nomadicspace in the first place and the causes of its transformation
into second place.

1- The historicalevolution of the nomadicspace:

Duringperiods of calm and prosperitysuch as the three centuries of Roman domination,
therewascertainly a decline in nomadism and agriculture gainedground.

3 Bourgeot A. (1986). “The grass and the sword:fromitinerancy to wandering; the notion of territoryamong the
Tuaregs”, ORSTOM liaison bulletin n° 8, p. 145-162.
*. Dedieu B (2008):Livestock in motion. Flexibility and adaptation of herbivore farms, Paris, Ed. Quae, 296 p.
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But from the 4th century and 5th century, the natives returned to their former state of anarchy;
the incessant warsdetachedfrom the soil the populations whichhad been
imperfectlyfixedduring the precedingperiod. The devastationincreasednotablywhen in the
eleventh century the Arabsrushed over North Africa like a swarm of locusts.’

The Hilalianswere fatal not somuch by the troubles thataccompaniedtheirarrival as by
theirway of life and theirhabits:itwastheirsheep, theircamels, theirgoatsthatruined the country.®

It isunclearwhethermany Berbers becamenomadsfollowing the Arab invasion. Ibn Khaldoun
shows us the Houara, for example, adopting the mode of existence of the invaders.’But
whenwereflect on the extraordinarydensity of the population in certain mountainous massifs
such as Kabylie and even in certain parts of the Sahara which are hardlysuitable, such as the
Mzab, we are led to thinkthatnomadism has mainlygained on the surface and that the
sedentary people have oftenwithdrawn in front of himratherthangoinginto a pastoral state.
Much more wesee natives renouncing the nomadic life becausetheynowfeeltooweak to move
suchwereitseems the Béni Rached of Djebel Amour Whatever the vegetation and agriculture
necessarily set back the time of the Arab invasion and during the centuries thatfollowed.

Nomadism in Algeria seemswellimposed by geographical conditions. It is not a level of
evolution of humanity. Nomadismis not backwardcompared to the sedentary;helives in
conditions differentfromthose of the latter.

Among the anthropologists, wequote F. Aubin whodefinednomadism by threeelements:®

Human unity, the existence of a herd, periodicmovementalong a fixed route. Wewilltry to take
up thesethreeelements by referring to the former Algerian nomads.

The moving group forms a relativelyhomogeneous micro-society whichisrepresentedeither by
an entiretribesuch as (the larbaa, the Said Atba, etc.), or a highlyindividualized fraction of a
tribesuch as (Oueled Sidi M'hamed, Oueled Sidi Amar of the Oueled Nail) . The tribe in the
Maghreb constitutes a human unit and has a hierarchy.’

It isprecisely the raising of sheepthat imposes the displacement. The herdis the main resource.
It allows the production of meat, wool and leather;indirectly, itallows the acquisition, by the
exchange of complementarycereals.

The herdoccupies a fundamental place in the life of the nomad. In the absence of
artificialfodder, movements are intended to provide the herdwith the necessarysubsistence
items.

It should not bebelievedthatnomadsroam the steppes. Theyperiodicallyhead for pasturesthat
are replenished and water points thatthey know. The nomads do not walkhaphazardly, they
follow clearlydeterminedpaths, as the abundance of pasturesis relative to the seasons and the
state of the sky, theirmovementsresemblethose of bison, storks and swallows.*

>-Gabriel. Camps (1983): How the berberybecame the Arab Maghreb, Revue des Mondes Musulmans et de la
Méditerranée, n°35, pp 11-12.

6. Gilbert.Meynier (2010): Algeria, the heart of the classic Maghreb (lesbanou Hilal and the evolution of the
Maghreb), Ed/discovery 2010, pp 52-74.

’_ Ibn Khaldoun:Kitab EI Iber

& F. Aubin (1974):Anthropology of nomadism, in international notebooks of sociology, vol 56 (January-June),
PUF, pp 79-90.

°- J. Berque:Whatis a North Africantribe, in homage to Lucien Febvre

10 E.Masqueray: Memories and visions of Africa, Paris 1894, p 69.
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However, duringcolonization, movementwillbe made difficult for Algerian nomadsfollowing
the closure of the usualrangelands. This elementwill have decisiveconsequences on the
othertwo, namely the herd and the human unit.

The destruction of the balance of rural society in the North willbefelt in the lives of the
nomads. The nomadic route willinevitably change and thiswill have
negativeconsequencesdirectly on the herd and indirectly on the level of the transhumant
group. The importance of the nomadization route issuchthatanyunfavorable modification for
the nomadisequivalent to asphyxiation, whichwillresult in a sedentarization in disastrous
conditions.

At the edge of Tell, thosewho have been dispossessedwillfall back on the lands of the
summerrangeland of the nomads of the High Plateaux.

Individualpropertythen sets itself up as a barrier on the usualrangelands.

In many cases, this has resulted in fightsbetweennomads and privatelandowners,
betweennomads and settlers. The administration intervened "manu militari" and, according to
itslegislation, that of privateproperty, considered the nomad as being in breach, and therefore
liable to punishment. It imposedregulations: the obligation to beaccompanied by
armyauxiliarieswhenapproaching the Tell, the obligation to transhume withoutarms, to inform
in advance (4 to 6 months) of the places of encampmentduring the "achabat », do not enter the
Tell before the lifting of the last harvests.

In addition, legally, the nomads are dispossessed of theirrights of enjoyment on the land of
range, by the erroneoustheoryknown as bare - propertywhichragedfrom the foundation of the
law of 1851 in the Tell. Inspired by thissametheory, the circular of generalgovernment of
31/01/1893 does not recognizeany right of enjoyment for nomads on the lands theyroam.
These lands, considered vacant, revert to public authority. However, thisrecognizesnomads,
exceptionally, a right of use. It isaccording to this right that the Administration isauthorized to
regulatetheirmovements. The main objective of the 1893 governmentcircularis not to
regulatetravel, but to lay down the conditions for extending the application of land
expropriation laws,*!

The main objective of the Administration remains the extension of colonization. However, the
expropriated lands did not lendthemselves to agriculture. A colonistsettled in the South,
expressedhimselfthus: “itiscriminal to installcolonists in theseregionswherenothingcomes,
where a good harvestis the exception”. Anothersaid: “Westrip the groundunder the pretext of
clearing, we destroy the plants whichconstitute the pastures and nothingcomes in its place. »*2
Even supporters of colonizationrecognizethatwhatwasdone to the nomadsis regrettable to say
the least. Captain L. Lehurauxspokethus at the podium of the congress of rural colonization
(Algiers on May 26/29, 1930), held on the sidelines of the celebration of the centenary of the
occupation™®: “It is regrettable that, during the constitution of the senatus-consulte, important
communal areas were not reserved for the nomads in a regionwheretheyhad come from time
immemorial. This situation is the source of the difficultieswhich arise today, whichprevent the
living in good harmony of two branches of agricultural
activitywhichcomplementeachothersonaturally”.

'L Alain Sainte-Marie/ The application of the Sénatus-Consultes of 22/04/1863 in the province of Algiers, multi-
printedthesis, Nice 1969, pp 184-1990.

12_ . Lehuraux / The transhumance of nomadsfrom the southernterritories to the Hauts-Plateaux, in congress of
rural colonization, Algiers 1939, p 445.
BL. Lehuraux / Ibidem.



This situation led to a regression of nomadismwithout the nomadsexperiencing a happy
evolution. Somereducetravel distances, otherssettle down in catastrophic conditions
(thatchedhuts, wasteland, unfavorableclimatic conditions), and stillothers go individually to
the North to offer as sharecroppers.

The consequences on social life wereprofound. The bonds within the tribewererelaxed, the
tribeitselftended to beonly a formalreference, even to disappear. The fractions of
tribesbecameisolated and themselvesunitedwith more and more difficulty the
familieswhichbecameindividualizedlittle by little.

An important phenomenonappears: the professionalshepherd. The herdisentrusted to a
shepherdwhoensures the transhumance. The group settlesnear a water point and tries to
extractfrom the earthwhat nature has refusedthem. Nomadismceased as long as the
transhumance of livestockceased. It is the division of the tenttheysay, there are now in the
sametribe and sometimes in the samefamily, shepherds, farmers, traders.™

Throughthis sentence, one istempted to believethatcolonizationreplacednomadismwith a
social state of backwardness, the social division of labor, like that of
advancedcapitalistsocieties. It is not so. It wouldperhapsbe more accurate to speak of the
division of taskswhichensuresurvival. Colonial publicistssugarcoat reality by speaking of
merchant entrepreneurs.

2 The causes of social transformation of nomadism:

Nomadism, in general, has twoaspects: pastoral nomadism and commercial nomadism.
Thesetribes of the desert, in addition to the sheepthattheygrazed, movedfrom one Oasis to
another, large quantities of goodsthattheysold. The development of roads, railways and
trackswill deal them a greatblow, for wheretheypresentthemselvestheywillfind the
productswhichtheyoffer for exchange. The exchange willtake place, but underunfavorable
conditions.

Fromthis distinction between pastoral and commercial nomad, we have tried to deal with the
spatial and social transformation of nomadism in Algeria.

2-1- The commercial factor:

Among the factorsthat have stopped spatial and temporal mobilityamongnomadsistheir
commercial activitythat has led to the principle of stability and fixation in a limitedterritory.

This factor affectedtwo types of nomads: the Tuaregnomads and the nomads of the steppes
and the high plains.

2-1-1- The Tuaregnomads:

The lifeblood of the Tuaregeconomybefore the colonization of Africawascaravan transport
which made the linkbetween the Mediterranean and the south of the Sahara on the one hand
and between the Atlantic and the Middle East on the other. In fact, nomadic and
sedentaryactivitieswerecloselycomplementary, integratedinto the sameeconomic system. The
Tuaregconfederal model made it possible to apprehend as a whole the nomadic and sedentary
groups whose social and micro-cultural diversitywasconsidered a real asset for the
community. The colonial administration, on the contrary, erectedthemintoradically distinct
entities (in the censusgrids, for example), whether in the "racial”, "ethnic" or cultural mode,

. A. Bernard and Lacroix / The evolution of nomadism in Algeria, Paris-Algiers 1906, p 136.
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while the passages from the nomadic state to the sedentary state, and vice versa, are common.
This contextfavored the establishment of a new type of boundarybetweennomads and
sedentary people, comingunder the modern Western representation of the "good use" of the
soil and also classifications specific to 19th century scientificraciology (whites, blacks ).
Nomadismis a multi-dimensional reality in the Sahara. From an economic point of view, itis a
model of resource management, adapted to the fragile ecology of the
desertenvironmentswhere the Tuaregs live. It isassociatedwith a transport
economythatinvolvesmobilityskills over hugespaces and in an extremeenvironment.
pertaining to the modern Western representation of the “proper use” of the soil and also
classifications specific to 19th century scientificraciology (whites, blacks). Nomadismis a
multi-dimensional reality in the Sahara. From an economic point of view, itis a model of
resource management, adapted to the fragile ecology of the desertenvironmentswhere the
Tuaregs live. It isassociatedwith a transport economythatinvolvesmobilityskills over
hugespaces and in an extremeenvironment. pertaining to the modern Western representation
of the “proper use” of the soil and also classifications specific to 19th century
scientificraciology (whites, blacks). Nomadismis a multi-dimensional reality in the Sahara.
From an economic point of view, itis a model of resource management, adapted to the fragile
ecology of the desertenvironmentswhere the Tuaregs live. It isassociatedwith a transport
economythatinvolvesmobilityskills over hugespaces and in an extremeenvironment.

Certain tribes of Tuaregnomads have long benefitedfromthis cross-border
economicrelationshiprelating to the exchange of goods, whichallowsthemeconomic self-
sufficiency. The latter pushed the majority of well-to-do nomadictribes to settle in a
limitedterritory, by building solidhousesinstead of tents in order to integrateintosedentary life.
We have identifiedthis spatial and social transformation among the Tuaregs of Tassili N'Ajjer
wherethereis a majority of nomadic populations are grouped in variousOasesresuming the life
of semi nomadism by exercising the activity of pastoralism and gardeningsuch as the oasis of
Ihrir and Djanet. While the nobles of thesetribespreferredsedentarity, basing on their
commercial activitiesuntil the creation of theirown city called Illizi.

Regardingnomadismamong the Tuaregs of Ahaggar, wastransformedintosedentary and semi-
nomadic’®. The noble nomadswiththeirwealth and their slaves tried to settlepermanently in a
very effective place for their commercial activity and over time theybuilttheirown city.
Wealso note thatsomeTuaregnomads of Ahaggar, and throughcaravantrade, theysettled in the
Oasis of Touat™®, theirwealthallowedthem to appropriate cultivable areas within the oases,
whichchangedtheir social status and becamesedentary. While the othertribes have chosen a
semi-nomadic life, they are found in desertedregionssuch as Ain M'guel, Ain Salah, In
guezam, Bourdj Badji Mokhtar, carrying out their pastoral activitybased on camels and a
breed of goatscalled " Eddeman”.

2-1-2- The semi-nomads of the high steppe plains:

Between the unevenlywatered Tell and the Sahara, the desertitself, spread out immense
steppes, forming the high plateaus. Theirsoils, unable to meet the needs of man, are

B Vallet, M (1960) / “Cycle of migration of the Hoggar tribes in the Adrar des Ifoghas”, Bull. de Liaison Sahara.,
11, no. 40: 347-351.
'®_Bisson.) (1988) / The nomad, the Oasis and the city, URBAMA notebooks, N°20, Tours, p 287-288.
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coveredwith a discontinuous and sparsevegetalcarpet, which can serve as meadows for flocks
of sheepduring a fairly short period of the year. The rains are veryirregular, barelyallowing
the annual reconstitution of thisvegetation cover. Nature has itself set the limitsbeyondwhich
the land is not plowed, these are the regionswhere the rains are too rare for the harvest to
presentanycertainty.*’

Under these conditions, and to make up for the shortfalls in cerealharvests, man has recourse
to an activity (pastoral industry). But the quantitative weakness of the pasturesthen imposes
the incessant displacement. This iswhy on the Hauts-Plateaux, wespeak of semi-nomadism
and not of nomadism.

The semi-nomadis not exclusively a shepherd, heis a farmer and a shepherd by force of
circumstance.

The semi-nomads of the South Oranese steppes, Ouled Sidi M'hamed, and Ouled Amar being
part of the Ouled Nail of the North go in autumn to cultivatecerealsaroundHodna, steppes of
eastern Algeria. In the spring, they return to theirterritorieswheretheyexpect to find a
readyharvest. This is the case for manyother fractions of tribes living in the districts of Aflou,
Barika, Saida, Chellala ... forced by year of drought to go up to Telle in the West reaching
Sidi Bel Abbés and, at the East Bordj Bou-Arreridj and Souk-Ahras.

Migrations, the amplitude and frequency of which, itistrue, tend to decreaseuntiltheir slow
disappearance are imposed by geographical conditions beyond the control of individuals.

The semi-nomadicis a farmer in search of fixation, of a sedentary lifestyle. The relative
importance of the herds of sheepthatheraises to copewith the deficiency of the harvests,
designateshim as mainly a pastor.

The OuledDjellal administration report, quoted by Bernard and Lacroix*®express this situation
well: "The irregularity of the rainsalwaysmakes the benefitsthat a harvest can
givetoouncertain, the cropswithoutwhichnomadscannotbecomesedentary, are always
impossible in the vicinity of water points and toooften cause
setbackswhenpracticedelsewhere. Thus, itis the wisdomresultingfrom a long experience,
which pushes our populations to place all theirexperiences in the breeding of flocks of sheep.
It is the climatic conditions at the time of sowingthatdecide the greater or lesser importance
giveneachyear to the crops. »

Consequently, the semi-nomadism of the steppes cannotbeexplainedeither by blind
attachment to traditions, or by a so-called social state of backwardness, but by the non-
viability of any agricultural enterprise.

Speaking of semi-nomadic populations, CaptainLehurauxwrites: “In fact, their migrations,
imposed by immutable laws of the climate, are not only for them a tradition to whichthey are
attached, but a vital necessity. If they have remained in the primitive cycle of the pastoral
state, itisbecause the country istooirremediablydesert for them to be able to settle by
reclaiming the soil”.*®

7_ A.Bernard and N.Lacroix / The evolution of nomadism in Algeria, Paris-Algiers 1906, p177.

8. |bidem p 187.

.| Lehuraux / the transhumance of nomadsfrom the South to the Hauts-plateau X, in congress of rural
colonization, Algiers 1930, p 445.



Whenwe know thatalmost all the mountaindwellers in Algeria are sedimentary, the semi-
nomadism of the Chaouia populations seemssomewhatparadoxical. In general, the semi-
nomadisminhabits the sub-desert steppes and at the limit the plains withlowrainfall, and
thisresultingfromparticulargeographical conditions, while the sedentaryinhabits the
mountains, the valleys and the plains radiatingaround the mountains.

The semi-nomadism of the populations of the Aures isexplained by the poverty of the
soilswhich are incapable of meeting the needs of men and herds. But itshould not
bethoughtthat all the inhabitants of the massif are or werenomads. The slopes of the northern
Aures are coveredwithforests, holmoaks, large clearings of dry cultivation and
pasturessufficientlyprovided, the inhabitants of theseslopes do not nomadize, theirfields of
cereals and theirorchardssufficient for theirneeds.

But thisis not the case of the southernslope, facingsouth. This slopesees the
desertadvancingtowardsit. Exposed to hot southerlywinds, itis not very favorable for
agricultural activity. Despitethis, its occupants trysomecerealcrops and maintainfigtrees,
apricottrees and date palms. However, the harvests are not encouraging and the
prolongedannualmovements are justified by the search for the necessarysupplement.

But each time the populations findwhattheyneed on the spot, they do not nomadise. This is
how the Ouled Abdi and the Ouled Daoud, whooccupy a relativelyrich part of the
southernslope, do not move, unlessthereis a particularly cold and
snowyyearwhentheysendtheirherdssouth, accompanied by a few members of the tribe and
shepherds.

Therefore, the causes of the annualdisplacements are to befound in the weakness of the
resources of the southern villages. In the survey of the rural habitation of the natives of
Algeria®ordered by the generalgovernmentin 1911, the report of the militaryfriend of
Tkoutexplains: “the regionistoopoor as a whole to allowitsinhabitants to lead a sedentary life
like the Kabyle populations. The harvestfrom the smallorchardhecultivates at the foot of the
village is not enough for Chaouia de I'Aureés. To thishe must add the product of a few parcels
of land situated in certain more fertile regions of the North”.

Semi-nomadismisthereforeimposed by geographical conditions, like the steppe Hauts-
Plateaux.

The Auresians live in villages perched on crests and summitswhich are difficult to approach.
This is to takeshelterfrom a possible assailant on the one hand and on the other hand from the
flooding of the wadis. The housesbuilt in solid, are staged one taking on the other.
Overlooking the village, the "guelaa”, collective attic, contains all the imperishablegoods and
provisions of eachinhabitant of the village. The steeppathleading to itissonarrowthattwo
people can onlypass one after the other. For a large part of the year, the villages are deserted
and the goods and provisions that are difficult to transport during transhumance are stored in
the "guelaa™ supervised by a guard in charge of the "Djemaa” of the smallcommunity.

Before the first snowfall, and as for theirherds, the inhabitants of the heightsleavetheir villages
and invest the surroundingplateauswhere all the land for cultivation and
grazingiscollectivelyowned. Some of the land islocated in the north, thatis to say in the south

20_ A.Bernard (1921) / Survey of the rural housing of the natives of Algeria, Algiers 1921, p75.
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of Constantine, the others are in the south on the sub-Saharan steppes. At the start of the
summerseason, after the cereal and date palm harvests, the Chaouia herderswill return to their
villages aroundwhich the pastureswill have been reconstituted and the treecropswill have
matured.

Combining the ways of life of the populations of the Tellianmountains and the pre-Saharan
steppes, the Auresian populations onlyobeythisparticularity of theirmountains to
belocatedbetween the Tell and the Sahara. Until the French colonization, these populations
will have found in the agro-pastoral system a means to theirneeds.

The extension of colonization to the North alienating the land on the one hand, the repression
of the natives towards the South on the other hand, willlittle by littledeprive the Auresians of
the lands on whichtheywintered. Theythennomadize on the immediateedges of theirmountains
and on the valleyswhichthey dispute bitterly, beforesettling on the collective lands. The new
sedentary people willerect gourbis, abandoning the tent, to demonstratetheir right of
ownership to the land and theirdesire not to move around. Thosewhoremained in the villages
tried to settle down, but withoutmuchsuccess. Semi-nomadismgivesway to transhumance by
force of circumstance.

The veryterms “nomadic” and “sedentary” seem to have losttheirmeaning in thesemountains.
WhichmakesG.Tillionsay?’: “Theseterms of sedentary and nomads must beunderstood in
Chaouia country in a relative sense: we call “nomads” the populations where the
wholefamilyfollows the herd in thesemovements; "sedentary", thosewhere the herdisentrusted
to a shepherd, sothat the nomads have fields and the sedentarygraze".

There are twoothermountains, smallerthan the Aures in size, where people live in the
sameway as the chaouis. These are the Ouled Nail and the Amour located in the South-East of
Oran. They live in villages called "Ksour" only part of the year. The rest of the time, they live
in tentswhichthey pitch on the land theysow, at the foot of theirmountains. Sincecolonization,
they have undergone the sameevolution as the Chaouias.

2-2- The geographical factor

Spaceis an essential principle of the strategy of life and the enjoyment of space, for a given
society, constitutes a necessity for its existence. However, thispurposeisabove all of a
sociopoliticalorderbecauseitallows man to discoverhimself, to express himselfthroughhis
production of space;thatis to saythatspaceisabove all a social product. The organization of
space can thereforeonlybe the image of man to himself, the projection of hisideas, hisway of
optimizing the various spatial constraints in order to overcome the endogenous contradictions
of the system. ; "spaceis the support on which the history of society has unfolded and
isinscribed:itisalso a continuouscreation, a production of this society which?

Anyhumansettlement on the naturalsubstratetakes place in manyforms of organization,
relationships and evencomplementarity. The first form of humansettlementisoccasional and
corresponds to points or places where social groups form and settle. For the sake of identity,
defense or evenorganization, these points of humansettlement are surrounded by surfaces that
can bedescribed as territories of maneuvers or securityallowing social groups to survive, to

L G.Tillion (1957) / In the Aures, the drama of archaiccivilizations, annals, E.SC, p 395.
2. COTE M.: Algeria or the returnedspace. Media-Plus. Constantine, 1993.
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move, even to defendthemselves or organizetheirspace. In the final phase, these groups
createinterferencethrough the production of lines in spacewhich are in factpaths of
interdependencecorresponding to flows or paths of communication and exchange; vs'

The nomads of Algeria have known spatial interaction for a long time, thisiswhatreflected the
colors of the tentswhichexpressed the identity of the differentnomadictribesduring spatial and
social mobility. Eachmember of the triberesorts to his group by learning to know the color of
the tent.

This spatio-social mobility has been minimizedsince the French conquest, which has changed
the way of life of the Algerian nomadic society whichwillsoon lead to the phenomenon of
social transformation, whichis tangible today.

2-2-1- Colonial period:

In this passage, wewilltreat the geographical factor as acause of social transformation among
the Tuaregnomads and thenamong the nomads of the high steppes of Algeria
duringcolonialism.

A- Space and social transformation amongTuaregnomads

The Tuareg populations extendacross the Sahel to the Algerian counter-times, and fromTimbuktu to
the Libyandesert. At the beginning of the 20th century, the French occupation became
effective with the taking of Timbuktuin 1894 and In Salah 1899, after the defeat of Tit in
1902, Ahagarwasoccupied by the French settler. The conquest of Tuaregterritoryendedin 1906
with the capture of Agadez. As a result, the greatTuaregmountaincradles are divided by the
new exogenousborders:

- The Hoggar massif isattached to Algeria.

- The Tassili isdividedbetweenLibya and Algeria.
- Adrar returns to French Sudan (Mali).

- Airisattached to Niger.

When the French arrived on the ground, the

Tuaregswereorganizedintoindependentconfederations, led by an amenokal.?®

The leader has moral and politicalauthority, but has no coercive power. He ischosen by the
nobles according to criteria of courage and wisdom. Tuareg society as a wholewasbased on a
verycomplex socio-politicalorganization:

- The politicalorganizationis pyramidal, goingfrom the nobility to the captives.
- To thisisadded the social organization in concentriccircles, expandingfrom the tent to
Temoust (the world).

This mode of organizationwillbedestroyed by colonization, causing lasting crises in
thesesocieties, by shrinking the pasturesthat the nomadsused to abound, and by depriving the
men of theirweaponwhich the French colonialistconsidered a threat. forhissafety in the region.
Thus the authority of the amenokals does not come from the vote of the nobles, but from the
colonial recognition towards the mostfaithfulelements. By breaking the

23-ROGNON, P. 1963 - “Problems of the Tuaregs of the Hoggar”, in UNESCO:Nomads and nomadism in the
Sahara (research on the arid zone), Paris: 59-66
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traditional Tuaregorganization, French colonization gave way to an ethno-
politicalterritorializationwhichpitted the populations againsteachother
(sedentaryagainstnomad, Tuaregagainst Arab).

Finally, we can deducethat French colonialismplayed a major role in the social transformation
of the Tuaregnomads, by forcing them to integrateintosedentarism.

B- Among the nomads of the Hauts Steppes

After 1830, colonizationgraduallyaffected the Tell zone and then, later, the Steppe, leading to
a reduction in the surface areas of the rangelands, because the settlers' farmswereestablished
more and more in the south of the Tell zone. By occupying the lands of the tribeswithwhom
the nomadshadagreements for the use of stubble and somerangelands, the settlersended up
destabilizing the achaba process.

This movement of the achaba, essential in the traditionalorganization of nomadism, was the
subject of legislationintroduced by colonization. Indeed, in 1923, the achabawassupervised by
each commune beforebeingregulatedwithfirmness, in 1927. "The tribeshad to obtain the
authorization to move and the settlershad to go through the administrative channel to
renttheirstubbles"?*. Due to the reduction in stubble areas and the development of viticulture
in the Tellian zone, particularly in Oranie, the achababecameincreasinglydifficult and
thusgraduallywitheredaway.

The colonization of the South alsohaditsrepercussions on nomadismsinceitled to the
restriction of routes on the southernfoothills of the Tell. This amputation of rangeland has
caused a decrease in fodderreserves, which has triggeredoverexploitation of steppe
rangelands; as a result, these have begun to degradesincethey have experienced exploitation at
least twice as intensive®®(Boukhobza, 1982). Spatial
complementaritywasthusseverelyaffected, as well as economiccomplementarity.

Indeed, the consequences of the spatial destructuring of nomadism on the pastoral
economywerequicklyfelt. The nomadsfounditincreasinglydifficult to obtain grain supplies in
the Tell, as well as to selltheirproducts to theirSaharancustomers. In addition, the introduction
of the railway (in 1887 in Ain-Sefra), then of the automobile, graduallyenabled the various
commercial players to do without the services of the nomads, the main transporters in the
region in the past.

From the beginning of the colonization of the Steppe, therewas a lot of resistance, the
moststrikinghavingundoubtedly been that of the Ouled Sidi-Cheikh. Theirrevolt (1864-1907),
whichintroduceddoubtinto the quiet domination of the Tell zone, alsocaused a certain
disorganization in the migratorycurrents. Despite the maintenance of a transport and
supplyfunction for the North with dates and otherproductsfrom the South, the raison d'étre of
thesegreatmovementshaddisappeared. By findingproducts on the
marketsthattheythemselvestransportedbefore, the nomadsunderstoodthattraditional
commercial practices no longer had a place in this new economyestablished by colonization.

In addition to thiseconomic aspect, the disintegration and the bursting of the social
organization of the nomadsweredeliberatelysought by the colonizerwho, by promulgating land

*.VSOUDERC, Raymond (1974) From the tribe to the cooperative, overview of the evolution of the High
Plains of Oran. Mediterranean Options, no 28, p. 65-74.

*_ Boukkobza.M'hamed (1982):Algerianagro-pastoralism, from tribal order to colonial disorder. Algiers,
University Publications Office.
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lawsespecially for the Steppe (Warnierlaw or Petit sénatus-consulte of 1873)%°, led to the
division of land arch®’and allowedindividualenjoyment. Alongsidethese land laws, a whole
administrative organizationwas put in place, replacing the previoustraditionalorganization.
Alongsidethiseconomic and social destructuringexperienced by pastoral life, all thatremained
for manynomadswas to fleethis life and go and gatheraround the smalltowns and villages
created in the Steppe to other uses, such as the livestocktrade. This movement of
sedentarization of miseryaffected the individualswhohad the least resistance to
thiscrisis;periods of drought have onlyaccentuated the phenomenon.

The tendenciestowards the overexploitation of rangelands and the search for individual profit
werereinforcedduring the War of Liberation. This alsohadconsequences on the
disorganization of traditionalmigratory flows. The accentuation of the
militaryoperationscarried out by the Algerian combatantsled the colonial authorities to build,
all along the Moroccan border, in 1957, a verywidemined and electrified dam. These no-go
areas have renderedalmost a third of the region's courses unusable. A yearlater, a policy of
regrouping the nomadswasapplied, following the observation of theircomplicitywith the
mujahideen. The estimatednumber of nomadsregroupedwas of the order of 33,000. This
action involved the fixing of herds,

The decrease in livestockwasaccompanied by an increase in the population of the cities of the
Steppe, fedlargely by the settlednomadswhohadlostalmosteverything. Small towns and steppe
townsswelled and slumsappeared.

This destructuring of nomadismwas fatal to the social and economicorganization of pastoral
populations. Individualisticstrategiesled to social inequalitiesthatstratified the nomadic
population by givingrise to differentiated groups of herders: the large herderswere able to
reconstitutetheirwealthquickly, in the aftermath of independence, while the smallwereruined
by losingmost or all of theirlivestock; theythensought to compensate for theirlosses by
clearing land and developingcerealcrops.

Thus, stifling of nomadism, suppression of the achaba, administrative and military control of
the populations, rupture of solidarity relations within the tribe, development of the market,
monetization of exchanges, marketing of livestock in the cities... constitute the essential
meansused by colonization to challenge the ancestral way of life.?®

2-2-2- Duringindependence

Nomadismrepresented a form of adaptation to an open and fragile environment. For the
pastoral population, itwas more than a simple activity;itis all daily life, rules and traditions
thatweremarked by this model of socio-spatial organization. Duringcolonization,
thisrepresented an obstacle for the colonial power, whichsought to control this population in
perpetualmovement; the only solution to establishits power was to deconstructthisway of life
by forcing the nomads to settle. Afterindependence and withanother vision, the Algerian State
continued on the samepath and with the same objective. The number of nomads has
thereforecontinued to decline, but nomadism has not completelydisappeared (61.1% of the
total population in 1966, 9.6% in 2008).

A- The marginalization of the Tuaregnomads:

?°_Alain Sainte Marie: The application of Sénatus-Consulte of 22/4/1863 in the province of Algiers,
thesismultigraphy, Nice 1864.

%’_ Merad.Boudia.A: Precolonial Algerian training, Algiers, OPU, 1981.

?%_ Michel.lzard (1982):Engrams of power (Autochthony and ancestrality), time for reflection, IV pp 299.323.
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The Tuaregstodaybelong to five different states created in the 1960s at the end of the
"decolonization™ process:Libya, Algeria, Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso (formerlyUpper
Volta).®Theserecentpolitical formations, built on the Western model of the nation-state, have
producedterritorialities of a new type. In each of these state spaces, the desert areas frequented
by nomadsoccupy the periphery. All of them are locatedhundreds, eventhousands, of
kilometersfrom the new centers of power, on the mostremoteborders of modern capitals,
whetherthey are Mediterranean like Tripoli and Algiers, or Sahelian like Bamako, Niamey
and Ouagadougou. This iswhy the modern states appear in the Sahara as veritable
“minorityfactories”, relegated to the margins of the new centralities — sedentary and urban —
and moreoverseparatedfromtheir former poles of attraction. An initial observation emerges: in
lessthan five decades,®. It has virtuallydisappeared in Algeria and Libya, where a
systematicpolicy of sedentarizationwascarried out in the 1970s and 1980s. It is in
sharpdegradation and decline in the Sahelian states, where the nomadswerenevertheless, in the
1960s, the mostnumerous and the richestamong the Tuaregs and more widelyamong the
Saharan populations. This setbackisdirectlydependent on the serious crises that have affected
and are stillaffectingtheseregions:some, oftenreferred to as a naturalfatality, are climatic and
ecological (drought of 1974 and 1984), but they are closelylinked to others, political and
military, as well as economic and social. BecausenomadicTuareg lands todayrepresent a
major challenge for the world economy:theirsubsoilconcealsverysignificantmineralresources
(oil, gas, uranium, etc.) whicharouse the greed and rivalry of the great international
economicpowers, provoking underground struggleswhichtakevariousforms at the local level
and have resulted in a total destabilization of the region. The interaction of
thesefactorsendangered the Tuaregs, precipitatingintomisery and exile thousands of
familieswhofound refuge sometimes by crossing the border towardsotherTuaregregions,
sometimes in foreign places (big citiessub-Saharan, Saudi Arabia, etc...). On the surface,
nomadic life seems to have changedlittle. In the camps, daily life ispunctuated by pastoral
tasks. The regular relocation of tents continues althoughwithin a limited range (from 800 or
900 kilometers per year to lessthan 100 kilometers). On the other hand, smalllivestock have
supplantedcamel or cattleherdsamongpoorfamilies. Breedingtasks, once entrusted in part to
the "poor" and the young, are nowtaken on by all members of society. Caravans have become
an individualratherthan a collective enterprise. But beyondthese surface transformations, a
radical fundamental change compromises the very existence of nomadism, which can no
longer subsistlocallybecause of the territorial dispossession of the inhabitants of the desert and
the fragmentation of theirspace. No right to land and resourcesislegallyrecognized, neither to
the Tuaregs in particular, nor to the nomads in general. None of the old instances of
arbitration and management can beexercisedlegitimately. No construction of the territory can
extendbeyond the borders and the micro-States thattheydelimit. In thiscontext, even pastoral
developmentprojectspromoted by NGOs, far fromsupporting the nomadicway of life, are
hasteningitsdisappearance, by thinking of developmentonlyfromsmallecological niches
disconnectedfrom the whole. The virtualframework of nomadicmobility has thus not
onlyshrunk, it has frozen and no longer allows one to be “nomadic” in the full sense of the

?°_ Goodness. E and Claudot-Hawad.H (1998):Knowledge and Powers in the Sahara; Formation and
Transformation of nomadicelitesamong the Touraregs and Moors.nomadicpeoples,BerghahnUk..
SO-CIaudot, H. 1999 “The oblivion of the desert. A nomadic look at territorial modernity”, in Ethnies, Series
Documents, n°24, Paris.
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term. It prepares the predictablerevolts of the landlessnomads of tomorrow, despoiled of
theirterritory, theirproperty,

B- The situation of the nomads of the High Steppes

Afterindependence, the State took over certain actions of the colonial power, but with a desire
for development and integrationinto the national space. Nomadismwas the target of the new
State, anxious to applyitseconomic and social policythroughout the national
territorywithouttakingintoaccountregionaldifferences. This policyapplied to an Algerian
population considered a priori as homogeneous.

During the first decade of independence, the whole country was in a difficulteconomic
situation. Decolonization, especially the impact of the War of Liberation and the departure of
settlers, left all the economicsectors of the country in crisis. Nomadism has been
severelyaffected by more than a century of colonization and by the War of Liberation. The
process of impoverishment and proletarianization, havingaffected a good part of the nomads,
ledthem to take refuge in the towns of the Steppe, El-Bayad, El Msila, Djelfa,
whichwerethensmalltowns.

The world of nomadshadabove all known the ruptures of the colonial period, but from 1971,
the agrarianrevolutiontried to impose a real societal and economicupheaval.

From 1975, the Steppe was in turnaffected by thisreform of agrarianstructures: abolition of
absenteefarming, limitation of livestock, creation of livestockcooperatives, equipping the
Steppe witheconomic and social infrastructure. Withtheselandmark actions, nomadism as a
way of life wouldbeshakenvigorously. But the application of the Pastoral
Code,*'whichrepresents an action plan in accordance with the principles of the
agrarianrevolution, has not been put intoregular and strict practice. The nomadshijacked the
law, especiallywhenit came to limitinglivestock. At that time, nomadismwasstillpracticed by a
good part of the steppe population. In 1966, just over half of the total population (61.1%)
maintained the nomadicway of life. In somemunicipalities, the rate evenexceeded 75%. This
continuity of nomadism, despite the successive waves of droughtduring the 1970s and 1980s,
wasensuredthanks to the assistance and support of the State whichprovided,
duringtheseperiods, very large quantitiescattlefeed at verylowprices. This operation, designed
to limitlivestocklosses, partiallycontributed to the degradation of the
rangelandssinceitcontributed to the increase in the livestockload. During the 1980s, the Steppe
experiencedsignificant administrative transformations: the creation of new wilayas in Algeria
located in the steppe and the doubling of the number of municipalities. This aspect was
essential for the steppe population, long attached to the old wilayas, the northern part of
whichhadbenefitedfrom the majority of productive investments. These administrative
promotions have enabled the establishment of a certain number of administrative, educational,
sanitary, etc. equipment, essential for the nomads. Employmentopportunitiesemerged as
droughtspersisted and the state increasinglywithdrew.

After the process of liberalization of the agricultural sector, during the 1980s and 1990s, and
under the impact of structural reforms and pricepolicy (1994-1999), the material and social
conditions of smallholders (whoform the immense majority in the Algerian countryside) have

*L_ Ordinance no. 75-43 of July 18, 1975 on the Pastoral Code.
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apparentlydeteriorated®*This led the State to draw up the National Agricultural Development
Program (PNDA) from 2000. This program represents, in a way, a return of the State, in
particular for the reconstruction of the agricultural territory, after a period of
disengagementwhichlasted more than a decade. In the Steppe, the launch of the PNDA,
accompanied by itsspecialfundused to finance developmentoperations, wasso important in the
eyes of the pastoral population thatitled to a craze for access to agricultural land ownership. .
This device has caused the multiplication of developmentoperations in a steppe
environmentwhichis not ready, neither on the physicalnor on the humanlevel, to accept all
these programs.™.

For the nomads, thisdevelopmentpolicy has arousedmuchdesire, in particular a more or
lessdisguised race to acquire land in the context of home ownership. But itseems to us
thataccess to the territorythrough the search for access to land ownership on Arch lands is
indicative of the evolution of production systems;thisunderlines the importance of the issues
identifiedaround the development of agriculture in the steppe environment.

C- The TellianMountains:

The wettestregions are the mountainousregions. The mountainmay have been a refuge from
successive invasions of North Africa, but italso has a refuge fromaridity.

Geographersteach us that the climate of North Africaisexplained by the relief. The water
vaporscomingfrom the MediterraneanSea, pushed by the seawinds, cool
eitherbecausetheymeet the Atlas mountain ranges, or becausethey come into contact with air
masses at a fairlylowtemperature. ,thisencounter causes condensation, resulting in rain and
snow. But these water vapors, whenthey do not flow into the Mediterranean, do not exceed or
veryrarelyexceed the mountain ranges abovewnhichthey cool. It istherefore the mountainsnear
the seafacingnorththat are the watered places.

The EasternTellian Atlas being more mountainousthan the Western Atlas, Eastern Algeria
willbewetterthan Western Algeria.*

The Kabyle coastalchains, advancingtowards the sea, constitute the regionwhere the
annualheight of the rainsreaches the maximum in Algeria. Precipitationisabundant as, on the
one hand, one moves awayfrom the seatowards the south, and on the other hand, as one
directs towards the West. In these directions, the annualrains are insufficienteven for
cerealcrops, unlessthereis an artificial irrigation system.

Contrary to the mountainoussolid masses, certainlyunevenlywateredaccording to their
position compared to the sea, the High interior plains know dry and hot summers, cold winters
and a rainfall as irregular as insufficientwhichdoes not allowany culture.

*2. Bessaoud. O: (2002) Algerian agriculture: fromagrarianrevolutions to liberalreforms (1963-2002). In Pierre
Blanc et al. (dir.) From the Maghreb to the Middle East: the challenges of agriculture. Paris, L'Harmattan, p. 73-
99

. HADEID, Mohamed (2006): The spatial and social mutations of a spacewith a steppe character, the case of
the High Plains of South Oran (Algeria). Oran, University of Oran Es-Senia, Department of Geography, State
doctoral thesis.

*_ G.Lucas (1952)/ Northern border of the Hautes-Plaines in western Algeria, XIXth International
GeologicalCongress, 1st Series, Algeria, n® 21, Algiers 1952.
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The sedentaryway of life has chosen the mountains as theirchosen terrain for reasons of
rainfall.

Before the upheavals of the colonial era, the sedentary populations lived in the Monts du
Djurdjura and theireastern extensions to the Monts de I'Edough, the Atlas Mitidjien, the
massif of Miliana, the Monts de Tlemcen and the massif of Trara (Algerian border -
Moroccan).

In thesemountains, the wealth of the inhabitantsisconstituted by the trees and the
orchardswhich are surroundedwith care. The plots of land are on suchsteepslopes and the
individuals are socloselypackedthatthereis no room for the breeding of sheep,
whichrequiresfairly large pastures.

The development of irrigation canals and their maintenance, therefore a permanent and
sustained effort, hence the fixeddwelling. According to Bernard'ssurvey of the rural dwelling
of the natives in Algeria, heconcludedthat "The gardenerisobliged to staynearhisorchards,
permanently or at least to have a fixed establishment and a store there. . If we are willing to
examine the geographical distribution of housesfromthis point of view,
wewillseethatthereisabsolutecoincidence, no house withoutorchards and no
orchardswithouthouses; and thisistruethroughoutnorthern Algeria, in Tunisia and Morocco, as
in Algeria”.*

The mountains of Djurdjura shelter a very large population on a relativelysmall surface and
the humandensity per kmz2 ishigher in Algeria. Dwellings are mostoftengroupedinto villages
and hamlets of varying size.

The largerones are called "tiddar" and the smallerones "ikhlidjen". A "kharouba"
includesseveral "tiddar". Despite the fixity on the ground, the Kabyle populations, like the rest
of Algeria, wereorganizedintotribeswhose fractions lived in a village, a hamlet or
severalhamlets. Social life is more intense thanelsewherebecause cohabitation in a
smallspaceinevitablyprovokes oppositions of intereststhat the group must master, hence the
existence of "Djemaa”, above local conflicts.

In the Aures, the same "Djemaa" exist, but they are less effective than in Kabylie. The cause
is to befound in the movements of the inhabitants of the Aures because the "Djemaa" has less
control over people who are dispersed for a large part of the year.

According to the researcher G. Marcy: “the vitality of the council of notables isabove all

linked to the sufficiency of its administrative jurisdiction”.*®

The Kabylia of Djurdjura has approximatelythree types of settlement, depending on the
topography and the location of water courses and sources.*’

Wewill note few differenceswith the villages and hamlets of the othermountains of Algeria.
Dwellingsspring up everywhere on the flat land near a water source or stretch parallel to the

*>_ A.Bernard (1921)/ Survey of the rural housing of the natives of Algeria, Algiers 1921, p75.

3. G.marcy (1942)/ The Chaouia Berbers of Aures, in bulletin of public education in Morocco, April-June 1942,
p123.

*_ M.Larnaude (1932) / The grouping of the Berber population in the Kabylia of Djurdjura, in
Fiftiethanniversary of the Faculty of Letters of Algiers, Algiers 1932.
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cropsalong the wadis. In the Chenoua®®, wefind the figtree and the carobtree, the cultivation of
barley on the cutswhen possible and the breeding of smalllivestock. It is the same in the
mountains of Trara.**The weeklymarkets made it possible to obtaincomplementaryproducts.

The coastal plains, and to a lesserdegree, the interior plains, were the preferred extension area
for colonization. They lent themselves, indeed, to the speculative cultures, once solved the
problems of irrigation. Thus the plain of Bone, the Sahel of Algiers, the plains of Oran, of Sidi
Bel-abbés were the moststriking centers of colonization and
whereextendedvastdomainsprovidedwith agricultural equipment and canals of adequate
irrigation. On the other hand, the mountaindid not attractcolonization. The first and main
reasonisthat the modern constitution, in view of a speculative culture, was not possible in
consideration of the topography and the nature of the soil. The second reasonisthat the high
humandensity of the mountainsdid not makeit possible to tighten the populations even more.
Theyshould have been moved; but where ?

Also, the way of life of the mountaindwellerswas not directlydisturbed by colonization as
wasthat of the semi-nomadic populations, forced to settle. Nevertheless, integratedinto the
monetaryeconomy, if only to pay taxes at the outset, theyweresubject to
marketdisturbanceswhoseupward or downwardprice variations did not alwaysbenefitthem.

But the most important phenomenonthatwill handicap mountain populations is the scarcity of
agricultural resources, incapable of satisfying the foodneeds of an increasingnumber of
people. In the plains, population growth spread acrossspace, even if the newlyoccupied land
was more or lessdifficult to cultivate. In the mountains, spacewasphysicallylimited. The
inhabitantshad no otherpossibilitythan to overexploit the slopes and valleyswith massive
deforestation, the ecological balance, in the medium term, wasthreatened and the resources
per individualdid not cease to decrease. The difficultiesweresuchthat the
mountaindwellerssought to ensuresubsistenceoutside the mountain.

D- The SaharanOases:
Among the populations of Algeria, the mountaindwellers are not the onlysedentary people.
In the Saharanoases, large sedentary groups had been established.*’But heretoo - as in the
mountains - itis the treethatis the cause of the sedentary lifestyle.
In the Souf, within the cleared land to the vicinity of wetlands, palm trees are
plantedwhoseroots come into contact withgroundwater, thismethodknown as "Ghouts"*No
other cultivation, apartfromthat of palm trees, is possible, and the water needs of men and
animals are satisfied by a few rare wells. The irrigation technique usedis a technique where
the water is not visible*’. The action wouldbelimited to the planting of the tree, if itweren't
for the storms of fine sandagainstwhichwe must continuallyfight.

*%_p.Caracol (1944): The kinds of indigenous life in the Atlas of Blida, in AfricanReview.
39-CanaI:Monograph of the district of Tlemcen (Bulletin of the society of archeology and geography of Oran, t
VIIl, 1888, p 215-216).

“°_p.caracol (1944): The kinds of indigenous life in the Atlas of Blida, in AfricanReview.

*._perenes.) (1999): Water and people in the Maghreb, Contribution to a water policy in the Mediterranean,
Ed/ Karthala, p 146

*2_ M.Cote (2006): If the Soufwastold to me, Constantine, Media Plus, p 135.
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In a continuousway, the man fightsagainst the silting up, deploying the palm
groveswhichhesurroundswithpalisades. A daily and continuousworkisrequired by this
culture, under penalty of beingforeverdestroyed. The man must beconstantlypresent and
must not move away. Hence the fixedform of the habitat, the agglomerations of the Souf,
follow the gardens. The main center of the house is close to the main agglomeration, EI-
Oued.”

In M'Zab, itis the same cause, the palm tree, which fixes the inhabitants.

Artesianwells are dugaboveground water tables 40 or 50 metersdeep®*, and their water not
onlymakesit possible to water palm trees but to maintain, in palm groves, figtrees, beans,
barley. Very subtle irrigation techniques have been developedthrough patient and
meticulouswork®,

There again, thisquantity of crystallizedwork, requiringdaily and continuous maintenance,
imposes the fixity of the habitat.

The houses in the south are builtusing a materialthatis like shepherd and cement. It
islimestone mixed withearthygypsum, called "temchent", whichdriesquickly and has a
remarkablesolidity. The houses, often on floors, have terraces but sometimes are surmounted
by a dome, as is the general case in EI Oued. The construction of the domeattests to an
obvious architectural art.

Duringcolonization, the agglomerations of the South did not stop receivingnomadsforced to
settle.

Theyoftenserved as labor for the owners of date palms. But the resources of the Oases are
not enough to support all the inhabitants and the latter seek the complement in the smalltrade
in the cities of the North.

Conclusion

The Algerian situation iscertainly not representative of nomadism in the Maghreb. But
whatis certain isthatitrepresents the mostlikely prospect for nomadicsocieties in countries
wherenomadismisstillverymuch alive (Morocco, Mauritania, Libya, even the
nomadicsocieties of the Sahel). Nomadismis in essence a global organization. It cannot
survive if one of its operating principlesiscalledinto question. However, the logic of the
states of the contemporary Maghreb is part of the control and management of space and the
social groups that live there. A number of factors, such as submission to the law and to
market forces, the sometimesderisorydemographic and economicweightrepresented by the
nomads, the development of normative urbancategories, participate in the permanent erosion
of the nomadic society. And wherenomadismisstill active, it can bepostulatedthatthisis due
to the delay in the formation of the new modern state. The certain disappearance of
nomadism, in its first expression, namely the way of life whichunderliesit,
neverthelessleaves a privileged place for a specificstructuring of the cultural values which
run throughourwhole society. And itisperhaps in thisthatwe can saythat the states of the

. G.Brunhes (1956): Human geography, Ed/ aggregated, Paris
*__Delhure. J (1975):Traditionalhydraulics in Ouargla and Mzab, Workshop of the sccoudschool. Dive, El
Harrach, p 75-77.

*>_.Benhmed.Cheik.Salah (2000): Rational management of water in arid zones, exp: the M'Zab,
Conferencepresented in Bordeaux, p 22.
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Maghreb are far fromhavingregulatedtheir relations with the nomadiccommunities, as long
as these values have not generatedotherways of perceiving the world and to maintain
relations of dependence, alliance or opposition. In view of these trends, the
outlookseemsrelativelystraightforward. Twohypotheses can beconsidered. Either the
nomadicherderswillbesettledafter an explicit re-establishment of their relations
withwhatwastheir area of expression, whiledeveloping the conditions for a
technicalrevolution in theiractivities and theirrelationship to the modern economy.
Weretheycaught up in the destructive logic of the changes in urban life and the
speculativemovement of the market, untiltheir total reduction to the condition of wage-
earners? The reformslaunchedrecently in the agricultural world allow us to hope for an
approachaimed at safeguarding pastoral know-how, by reconciling man with the land and by
giving the breeder the autonomynecessary to assume an active role in the promoting the
company. whiledeveloping the conditions for a technicalrevolution in theiractivities and
theirrelationship to the modern economy. Weretheycaught up in the destructive logic of the
changes in urban life and the speculativemovement of the market, untiltheir total reduction
to the condition of wage-earners? The reformslaunchedrecently in the agricultural world
allow us to hope for an approachaimed at safeguarding pastoral know-how, by reconciling
man with the land and by giving the breeder the autonomynecessary to assume an active role
in the promoting the company. whiledeveloping the conditions for a technicalrevolution in
theiractivities and theirrelationship to the modern economy. Weretheycaught up in the
destructive logic of the changes in urban life and the speculativemovement of the market,
untiltheir total reduction to the condition of wage-earners? The reformslaunchedrecently in
the agricultural world allow us to hope for an approachaimed at safeguarding pastoral know-
how, by reconciling man with the land and by giving the breeder the autonomynecessary to
assume an active role in the promoting the company. untiltheir total reduction to the status
of employees. The reformslaunchedrecently in the agricultural world allow us to hope for an
approachaimed at safeguarding pastoral know-how, by reconciling man with the land and by
giving the breeder the autonomynecessary to assume an active role in the promoting the
company. untiltheir total reduction to the status of employees. The reformslaunchedrecently
in the agricultural world allow us to hope for an approachaimed at safeguarding pastoral
know-how, by reconciling man with the land and by giving the breeder the
autonomynecessary to assume an active role in the promoting the company.
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