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PART  1: Review Comments 
 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct 
the manuscript and highlight that part in the 
manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 
1. Is the manuscript important for scientific community? 
      (Please write few sentences on this manuscript) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Is the title of the article suitable? 

(If not please suggest an alternative title) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 
 
 

 
Yes, the manuscript is important for the scientific community. It addresses a pressing issue of food 
insecurity and vulnerability among rice farmers, a key demographic in Nigeria's agricultural sector. 
The study provides valuable insights into the socio-economic factors affecting food calorie 
consumption and vulnerability, offering a basis for targeted interventions and policy development to 
improve food security and livelihoods in similar agricultural settings. The findings contribute to the 
growing body of literature on food security and agricultural development, particularly in sub-
Saharan Africa, where smallholder farmers play a crucial role in food production and livelihoods. 
Scientific reason  

Relevance: The manuscript addresses a significant issue of food insecurity among rice farmers in 
Nigeria, contributing to the understanding of food security challenges in sub-Saharan Africa's 
agricultural sector. 

Empirical Evidence: The study employs a robust methodology, including a vulnerability index and 
regression analysis, to provide empirical evidence on the factors influencing food calorie 
consumption and vulnerability among rice farmers. 

Policy Implications: The findings offer practical insights for policymakers and development 
practitioners to design targeted interventions and policies aimed at improving food security and 
livelihoods of smallholder farmers. 

Contribution to Literature: The manuscript adds to the existing literature on food security and 
agricultural development, particularly in the context of smallholder farmers in Nigeria, filling a gap in 
research on this topic. 

Potential for Impact: Given the importance of rice farming in Nigeria's economy, the study has the 
potential to inform policies and programs that could positively impact the food security and well-
being of rice farmers and their communities. 

 

 

The title "Food Calorie Consumption and Vulnerability Status of the Rice Farmers in Ekiti State, 
Nigeria: Perspective for Commercialized Farming" is suitable as it effectively conveys the main 
focus and scope of the study. It clearly indicates the key variables (food calorie consumption and 
vulnerability status), the population under study (rice farmers in Ekiti State, Nigeria), and the 
relevance of the study to commercialized farming practices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The abstract of the article appears to be comprehensive as it provides a concise summary of the 
research objectives, methodology, key findings, and implications. It effectively outlines the main 
aspects of the study, including the use of descriptive statistics, a vulnerability index, and an ordinary 
least squares regression model to analyze data collected from rice farmers in Ekiti State, Nigeria. 
The abstract also highlights the significance of the study in addressing food insecurity and 
vulnerability among rice farming households, offering insights for targeted interventions and policy 
considerations. 
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4. Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

5. Do you think the manuscript is scientifically correct? 
 

 
 
 

6. Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestion of 
additional references, please mention in the review form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Apart from above mentioned 6 points, reviewers are free to provide 
additional suggestions/comments) 
 

 
 
The subsections and overall structure of the manuscript seem appropriate. The study is well-
organized, with clear headings that guide the reader through the introduction, methodology, results, 
and discussion sections. This structure is typical for scientific research articles and helps readers 
understand the flow of the study. 
 

 

The study appears to be scientifically sound. The use of a multi-stage sampling technique, 
descriptive statistics, and regression analysis are standard methods in social science research, 
providing a strong foundation for the study's findings. 

 

Update outdated references  

Like Adesanoye, A.O. and Okunmadewa, F.Y. (2007). Households' vulnerability to poverty in 
Ibadan metropolis, Oyo state, Nigeria. Pakistan Journal of social sciences 4(1): 120-128  

Crush, J. S. & Frayne, G. B. (2011). Urban food insecurity and the new international food security 
agenda. Dev. South. Afr. 28, 527–544. 

Yamane, T., (1967). Statistics: An Introductory Analysis, 2nd Edition, New York: Haper and Row.  

Mesfin, W. (2014). Analysis of Households Vulnerability and Food Insecurity in Amhara Regional 
State of Ethiopia: Using Value at Risk Analysis. Ethiopia Journal of Economics 23(2). 37-78. 

 

 

Discussion of Limitations: Include a discussion of the limitations of the study, such as potential 
biases in the sampling technique or limitations of the regression model, to provide a balanced 
interpretation of the findings. 

Policy Recommendations: Expand on the policy implications of the study's findings, providing 
specific recommendations for policymakers and practitioners to address food insecurity among rice 
farmers in Ekiti State. 

Future Research Directions: Discuss potential avenues for future research, such as exploring the 
impact of specific interventions or policies on food security among rice farmers, to guide further 
studies in this area. 

Engage with Existing Literature: Ensure the study engages with and builds upon existing 
literature on food security, vulnerability, and agricultural practices in Nigeria and similar contexts to 
demonstrate the study's contribution to the field. 

Conclusion: Provide a strong conclusion that summarizes the key findings of the study and 
emphasizes their significance for addressing food insecurity among rice farmers. 

Language and Style: Maintain a consistent writing style throughout the manuscript, adhering to 
academic conventions and avoiding jargon or overly technical language that may obscure the 
study's findings. 
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Minor REVISION comments 
 
1. Is language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly 

communications? 
 

 
The language and English quality of the abstract appear suitable for scholarly communication. The 
abstract is clear, concise, and free from grammatical errors, which is important for ensuring the 
manuscript is accessible to a wide audience of researchers and practitioners 

 

 

Optional/General comments 
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Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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