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PART  1: Review Comments 
 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct 
the manuscript and highlight that part in the 
manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 
1. Is the manuscript important for scientific community? 
      (Please write few sentences on this manuscript) 
 
2. Is the title of the article suitable? 

(If not please suggest an alternative title) 
 

3. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 
 
4. Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate? 

 
5. Do you think the manuscript is scientifically correct? 

 
6. Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestion of 

additional references, please mention in the review form. 
 
(Apart from above mentioned 6 points, reviewers are free to provide 
additional suggestions/comments) 
 

Corrections:- 
 
1. Results line 1 removed comma unnecessary with a following conjunction 
‘with’ after ‘SCBU’ 
2. Conclusion line 1 removed comma unnecessary with a following conjunction 
‘with’ after ‘high’ 
3. Conclusion last line removed ‘and’ typho error 
4. Add ‘and’ between antenatal care services  
5. First day mortality 130/948 (60.8%) 
6. Remove comma after ‘Nigeria’ 4th line INTRODUCTION 
7. Add ‘mortality’ after ‘neonatal’ 
8. Actually birth asphyxia is leading cause of neonatal mortality though 
prematurity >37 weeks as stated however in discussion page 10 
“Essentially majority of these neonates may have died as a result of failure of 
adaptation to extra uterine life that required urgent resuscitation. Resuscitation of 
the small immature neonates required sophisticated and costly equipments, well 
trained efficient personnel and the right infrastructure such as electricity, clean 
potable water etc. Unfortunately, these requirements for successful resuscitation of 
the newborn babies are lacking in most tertiary health institutions, compounded by 
the paucity of well trained health workers (no thanks to the “Japa” migration 
syndrome). Thus, it is not surprising that 60.8% of neonatal death over the study 
period occurred within 24 hours of admission. These were mainly small premature 
babies and neonates with birth asphyxia who needed urgent resuscitation within the 
first few hours of admission to stay alive.    
 
As well conclusion noted  
‘Poor facilities for resuscitation/management of   neonates within the first 24 hours 
of life are a major contributor to the high neonatal mortality rate’. 
 
And 
Case fatality rate is highest with neonatal respiratory distress in our SCBU at 
IMSUTH Orlu 
Most deaths occurred in the first 24 hours of admission into the SCBU at IMSUTH 
Orlu 

All indicate that birth asphyxia is the leading cause of mortality 
 
 

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 
1. Is language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly 

communications? 
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Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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