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 Reviewer’s comment Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and 
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authors should write his/her feedback here) 

Please write a few sentences regarding the 
importance of this manuscript for the scientific 
community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be 
required for this part. 
 

1. The research identifies specific forest pathogenic species, such as Ficus abutilifolia and Combretum 
micranthum, as reservoirs for Xanthomonas citri. Understanding these reservoirs is crucial for managing 
and mitigating the spread of these pathogens in cashew orchards. 

2. By recognizing the role of surrounding forest species in pathogen dynamics, farmers and agricultural 
managers can develop better management practices. This could include targeted maintenance of orchards 
to reduce pathogen presence and enhance crop health. 

3. The molecular identification of strains through atpD gene sequencing provides a deeper understanding of 
the genetic relationships among Xanthomonas citri strains. This knowledge can inform future studies on 
pathogen evolution and resistance. 

4. The high population densities of pathogenic strains observed post-inoculation suggest that these bacteria 
can significantly impact cashew crop yields. Effective management strategies based on this research can 
help protect agricultural productivity and economic stability for farmers. 

5. The research highlights the interconnectedness of different plant species within ecosystems. Recognizing 
how forest species interact with cashew trees and contribute to disease dynamics can inform broader 
ecological conservation efforts, promoting biodiversity while maintaining agricultural productivity. 
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