Editor's Comment:

Decision:

The manuscript should be published in the journal if possible, the after the following minor changes:

1. The authors indicate in the introduction that majority poor were supported financially. This
statement should indicate by who and be referenced.

2. Paragraph 2, of the introduction — 13.10% population are poor should be “13.10% of population
live below the poverty line”.

3. Tables should not overflow to the next pages.

4, Authors should use secondary axis for non-agricultural GDP in Figure 1 to free agriculture GDP

and increase its visibility.
5. Conclusion — do not elaborate or try to explain anything. The last two sentences are sufficient.

6. The policy implication section is obsolete and should be deleted since the information is already
in the introduction — the importance of agriculture in reducing poverty.
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