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Compulsory REVISIONcomments

1. Isthemanuscript important forscientific community?
(Please writefewsentenceson thismanuscript)

2. Isthetitleofthearticlesuitable?
(Ifnotpleasesuggest analternativetitle)

3. Isthe abstract ofthearticlecomprehensive?

4. Aresubsectionsandstructureof themanuscript
appropriate?

5. Do you thinkthemanuscriptisscientifically correct?

6. Arethereferences sufficientandrecent?If you have
suggestionofadditionalreferences,please mentioninthe review

form.
Apart from ve mention ints, reviewersarefr roVvi
itional ion mmen

Themanuscriptisimportantbecauseitis afocusonmicronutrientdeficiency,especially
lodinedeficiency,whichisofgreatpublichealthconcern.

Thetitleofthemanuscriptisappropriateinrelationtothecontentofthemanuscript.
Theabstractcontaina statementthatismisleadingwithregardstothedefinitionofiodine
deficiency:(30participantshadaconcentrationof< 100ug/Lthereforegivinganiodine

deficiencyprevalenceof7.8%).Author(s)needto stateif thevaluereferredtoistheMUIC.

Thestructureofthemanuscriptisacceptable

Thereferencesare recentbutnotsufficient.lhaveincludeafewmorereferences.

Myadditionalcommentsarewithinthetextofthemanuscript

MinorREVISIONcomments

1. Islanguage/Englishquality of the articlesuitablefor
scholarlycommunications?

YES,the Englishlanguageis suitableforscholarlypublication
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https://www.who.int/data/nutrition/nlis/info/iodine-deficiency
https://www.unicef.org/png/media/1276/file/PNG-Reports-Nutrition-Iodine.pdf
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Optiopal/Generalcomments

Iwillencouragetheauthor(s)tocheckthisadditionalreference,soastounderstandtheissue
moreclearly,especiallytheinterpretationofresultsusingUrinarylodineconcentration.

, ntdata/mutrition/nlis/info/iodine-defici

“TheMedianUrinarylodineConcentration(MUIC)is consideredtobethemainindicatorofiodine
statusforallagegroups,becauseitsmeasurementis relativelynon-invasive,cost-efficientand
easytoperform.Sincemostoftheiodineabsorbedbythebodyisexcretedintheurine,itis consideredto
beasensitivemarkerof currentiodineintakeandcanreflectrecentchangesin
iodinestatus.MUIChavebeenmostcommonlymeasuredin schoolchildrenaged6-12years,
becauseitis easytoaccessthispopulation”.

“Forschool-agechildren(=6yearsofage),anadequateiodinelevelis definedas a population
MUICof100-199ug/L,whereasapopulationMUICof<100ug/Lindicatesthatthepopulation's
iodineintakeis insufficient. WhenthepopulationMUICis <20ug/L,thepopulationis describedas
havingsevereiodinedeficiency;at20-49ug/L,it isdescribedashavingmoderateiodine deficiency;and
iftheMUICis 50-99ug/L,itis describedashavingmildiodinedeficiency.
Apopulationofschool-agechildrenshouldhaveaMUICofatleast100ug/L,withlessthan20%
ofvaluesbeing<50ug/L.Forpregnantwomen,the MUICshouldbebetween150ug/Land249 ug/L”.
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