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Among different insect-pests, melon fruit flies (Zeugodacus cucurbitae and Z. tau) have been 
recorded as a serious pest causing severe damage to cucurbits and the losses can be as high as 
100 per cent. It is very difficult to manage this particular pest because except adults remaining life 
stages are hidden. Therefore, monitoring pest population in relation to weather parameters will help 
in determining appropriate time of action and suitable method of management.  
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