STUDYTHESOCIO-
ECONOMICSTATUSOFFISHERSBESIDETHECHAMPACANALATCHATRIGRAM
PANCHAYETUNDEREGRA-IBLOCKOFPURBAMEDINIPURDISTRICT,
WESTBENGAL, INDIA

Abstract

The present study was carried out to assess the socio-economic
conditionoffishermenbesidetheChampacanalatChatrigrampanchayatunderEgra-1
block of Purba Medinipur district during the period from  August 2021
toDecember 2021.The data were collected from 65 “fishermen through
surveysheet. The study was executed on the basis of personal interview.The
studyshows that most of the fishermen (95%) were. hindus,where 5%
muslims.Theeducational levelof fishermen was very, poor, 2% illiterate, 75%
primarypass, 15% Secondary pass and only 8% Higher Secondary pass.The
housingcondition of fishermen is maximum kucha (65%), pucca(25%) and semi-
pucca (10%). It was observed” that .there were 85% nuclear and 15%
jointfamilies. Theannualincomeoffishermenwerevariesfrom45,000-1,00000.The
main  occupation of fishermen is the cultivation of paddy
andgroundnut.Fishingarethesecondaryoccupation.Duetothecurrentshallowness  of
the Champa Canal-and- the inability of fishermen to catch fishina

modernway,fisharenotavailableinlarge quantities.

Introduction
From the stand point of income and employment fishery is an

importantsectorinmostofthedevelopedanddevelopingcountries.Fisheriessectorhas

an important role in the economy of West Bengal-
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socioeconomic appraisal of culture based fishermen in

WestBengalexplainingthevariousaspectsoftheirlife(Duttaand ~ Kundu,  2007).
Girippa  (1994) evaluates the impact of fisheries sector on
thedevelopmentprocessofthecountryandthecontributionofmarineandinland
fisheries sector in Karnataka, Kerala and West Bengal for rural andeconomic
development of the country. For nearly 7 million people of
India,fisheryrelatedactivitiesareimportantsourceoflivelihoods(source-
HandbookonFisheriesStatistics,1996). ;

-;-—-5'——-5“-=-L='—'—L5-=-—;--'5'5';-—";-5'—';-—————-'4—-=——-'—'=—'; _______ .Globally the
livelihoods of over half a billion of people are supported byfishery(FAO, 2010).

. In the community afamily's socioeconomic “status is based on family
structure, annual income,educationallevelhousingconditionandoccupation.

Theroleofsocio-

economicstudyisindelineatingeconomicandsocialproblemsandidentifying the

losses encountered due 1o technical, social and

economicalconstraints.Inamarginalcommunitythesocioeconomic factors influence

educational standards (Jessy Themas,1989).
The Champa canal is situated in the district of PurbaMedinipur.Thelengthof

the canal is about-30.3. kmand from Siphon (near Paniparul) up to Bay ofBengal
(near Digha Mohana) approximately 16.5 km and width varies from110-140
meter depending upon the seasonal changes and tidal fluctuation ofwater of the
Bay - of. Benhgal. The length and wideness of the canal is
veryhelpfulinmultidimensionalactivitiesofthelocalfishermencommunity.
Materials and

methodsStudyarea

Thestudy was conducted at Chatri gram Panchayat under Egra-1 block
ofPurbaMedinipurdistrictwhichisneartoChampacanal.
TheCanaloriginatedfromKudiandfinallymeetsintoBayofBengalatSankarpur(near

Digha Mohana) and in its way it shows characteristic water qualitywhich supports



numerous aquatic species including fishes. The study periodwasfromAugust

2021toDecember2021.

Datacollection
Thestudywasbasedonfieldsurvey.Asurveysheetwaspreparedforcollectingdata.

Theprimarydatawerecollectedfrom65fishermen, | Comment [JOD2]: Did you need an ethics
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not discussed or compared with other works
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1. Maritalstatus
Mostofthefishermen(93%)weremarried,5%fishermenwereunmarriedand there

areonly2%widow.

5%2%
= Married
mUnmarried
Widow
Figurel:Marital[statUSOfﬁShermen‘ { Comment [JOD4]: the figure can be removed ]

2.Religion

In the social and cultural environment the religion plays an important role
ofpeople in a given area(Khatun et .al.,2013). The maximum numbers
offishermenwerehindus(95%)andmuslimswereonly5%inthe

presentstudy.Thereareno anyotherreligionfishermeninvolvedinfishing.

C]ategor% Percentage { Comment [JOD5]: the table can be removed ]
Hindu 95%
Muslims 5%

Tablel:Religionoffishermen



3.Agestructure

Inthepresentstudythereare20%fishermenwere18-30yearsold,49%were31-45

and 31%were

46-65 vyears old.But there are no fishermenbelow

18yersoldandmore than 65yearsold.

31%

m18-30
m.31-45
46-65

4.Familystructure

Figure2: Agestructureoffishermen

Therearetwotypesoffamiliesinoursurveyincluding15%jointsand85%nuclear

family.

Category Percentage

Joint 15%

Nuclear 85%
Table2:Familystructureoffishermen

5. Assets

Allthefishermenhavemobilephone.90%fishermenhaveby-

cycle,5%havemotorcycle,45% havesparyerand35%havepumpset.
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Figure3:Assetsoffishermen %
6. Annualincome o

Fishermenmainly maketheirliveIihoodby&n%ga\',”\“ * paddyandground
nut.In addition to farming, they make “tﬁeg/ﬂ“&k\lglihood by fishing.The

annualincome of 65% fishermen were “45,000- 5,000 and 30% fishermen
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Figure4: Annualincomeoffishermen



7.Educationalstatus
The educational qualification of fishermen are not satisfactory.Almost
2%fishermen were illiterate,75% primary pass, 15% Secondary pass and

8%HigherSecondary pass.
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Figure5:Educationalstatusoffishermen
8.Housingcondition
Thefishermenhavethreetypesofhouses-kucha,puccaandsemi-Pucca. Almost
65%,25% and 10% fishermen. are living in kucha, pucca andsemi-

Puccahousesrespectively.
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Figure6:Housingconditionoffishermen



Conclusion

Thesocioeconomicconditionoffishermenwereverypoor.Mostofthefishermenw
ereliveinunderpoverty. Theireducationalstatuswerenotsatisfactory. The housing
condition of them were not good.Both the state andcentral Government need
to take appropriate measures to alleviate the
plightoffishermen.However,Governmentassistancealoneisnotenoughtoimprov
e the economic condition of fishermen.Various non-
governmentalorganizations should also come forward - for. help.The
Government has tomake them get loans from banks at very low interest
rates.Above all, thesocioeconomic condition of the fishermen will improve if
the Governmenttakes the initiative to increasethe‘depthof waterbydigging the

Champacanaland to enablefishermentofishina modernandscientificway.
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