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Compulsory REVISION comments

1. Is the manuscript important for scientific community?
(Please write few sentences on this manuscript)

2. Is thettitle of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

3. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive?

4. Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?

5. Do you think the manuscript is scientifically correct?

6. Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have
suggestion of additional references, please mention in the

review form.

(Apart from above mentioned 6 points, reviewers are free to provide

additional suggestions/comments)

Minor REVISION comments

1. Is language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly
communications?

Experiential learning model (ELM) is characterised as a four stage cyclical process of
concrete experiences, reflective observation, abstract conceptualization and active
experimentation for driving learning into practice. The four-stage cycle of ELM creates an
immediate experience providing opportunities for learners to develop knowledge, skills, and
values from direct experience as foundation for observations and reflections. The
observations and reflections are assimilated and refined into abstract concepts producing
new implications for actions which when tested effectively, create new experiences for
learners from formative years through lifetime. Through experiential learning, variety of
concepts integrates from extremely theoretical ones to simplicity of learning by doing for
accelerated learning. Since ELM is a four- stage cycle, learning styles of each individual are
component of the four fundamental learning models. In instances where appropriate learning
styles are adopted, concrete experiences with abstract concepts are developed for learners
to experience enthusiasm for continued learning. However, a mismatch between teaching
and learning styles may lead to detrimental effects on acquisition of new knowledge. The
framework for this review is drawn from experiential learning models by Kolb (1975), Schon
(1983) and Gibbs (1988). The desk review analysed available literature on ELM to identify
usefulness, strength, weaknesses and implications for teaching and learning of pre-primary
social studies. Data were sourced through primary and secondary sources. Secondary data
were sourced from journal articles, research projects, texts, internet searches, and libraries.
The review established that experiential learning practices aid in developing learners’
preferred learning styles which in turn strengthen acquisition of new knowledge by doing,
discovering, reflecting and applying. For effective teaching and learning to take place, the
review recommends curriculum developers to incorporate use of experiential learning style
models in teaching pre-primary social studies curriculum (SSC).
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Experiential learning models draws on the work of prominent 20th century scholars including;
Dewey (1938); reflective thought and action, Piaget (1976); constructivism and Jung (1969);
development from specialization to integration who gave experience a fundamental role in
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develop reflective learning as constant reflection is vital in acquiring confidence,
responsibility, reflection and innovation.

. As learners’ engagement increases through experiential learning processes, learning
accelerates and retention improves, (Odundo, Ganira, & Kinyua, 2018). In this view, there is
need to have experiential learning at start of units to give a concrete foundation for future
learning in social studies.

. Teaching in schools has focused on facts as found in textbooks and not on more
critical or creative skills such as drawing conclusions, applying knowledge or creative writing.
Experiential learning is personal and effectual in nature, influencing feelings and emotions
and ensures high level of retention.

. The quality of a teacher resides in experiences. Formal and informal experiences
contribute to content depth and profundity, content application understanding, pedagogical
knowledge and use and professional interactions all resulting in a strong teacher sense of
professional self.

. The transfer of social studies content understanding to learner is impacted by the
depth and breadth of teacher understanding of that content.

6. Conclusion

Experiential learning models are founded on concept that an individual's experiences play an
essential role in learning and appreciation of new knowledge. Experiential learning
experiences help to complete learners’ preparation for preferred learning style which
strengthen acquisition of knew knowledge. Learners learn through peers rather than teacher-
centered experiences by doing, discovering, reflecting and applying. Through such
experiences learners strengthen communication skills and self-confidence which strengthen
decision making skills.

7. Recommendations

a. Recommendation for policy

. Policy frameworks should be developed to guide educators in taking a systematic
approach to designing experiential learning activities.

b. Recommendations for practice

. Teachers should devise activities that give opportunities to all learners to learn in

ways which go well with them. The activities carried out should enable the learner to go
through the whole process of the experiential learning cycle.

. There is need to have teachers trained in experiential teaching that incorporate this
method of teaching in preschools social studies

C. Recommendation for further research

. Further research is recommended in experiential learning models to determine its

effectiveness in implementation of preschool social studies curriculum.
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