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official reports, the exploitation of children by their parents is a real. scourge in Africa.
Begging on the streets for the benefit of adultsinvolves major risks for the hygiene and health

forced to beg for theirlivelihoods. Theirschooling and the satisfaction of their basic needs as

well as those of theirfamiliesdepend on the.incometheyfind in begging. Thus, the need to put

mostappropriateresponses to theirsocio-econemic conditions.
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1. Introduction

There are manychildrenwho, all day long, walk the streetsaccompanying blind
or crippledadults to beg. Thesechildren are withthesebeggarseveryday and cannot go to school
(Baraka, 2021).

In'Belgium, beggingwith a childis not punishable in itself. Whatispunishableis
the incitement to beg and the exploitation of begging. Moreover, the lawdoes not
distinguishwhether. the personwhobrings the minor to begis the parent or not. Thus, a parent
who encourages-his or herchild to activelybeg or whomakes the childavailable to a third party
to begcouldbeprosecuted (Beernaert, 2011)

In Austria, there are no country-wideregulationsconcerningbegging. Passive
beggingis,t*herefore, not illegal, but eachfederal province isallowed to
regulatebegginggeographically or according to the type of begging. In addition, cities and
municipalitiesalso have thiscompetence. Therefore, in some provinces, aggressive,

organisedbeggingisprohibited (Myria, 2018).
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Lesspublicised and more difficult to count in official reports, the exploitation

| of children by their parents is a real scourge in Africa. Beggingis- on the streets for the benefit

of adults entails major risks for the hygiene and health of minors, sometimesnewborns, and
keepsthemfurtherawayfromschool (Tchombe, 2016).

Senegal has a legalframework to protectchildren but also to criminalise the
abusive practices of someKoranic masters towardschildren. Law No. 2005-06 on the
fightagainsttrafficking in persons and related practices and the SenegalesePenal Code
explicitly criminalise forcedbegging by children (ANTD, 2020).

| In the CongoleseM#ragazine Harari in DRC itisreportedthatdozens of children (. comment [D11]: write in fulltefrst time used. |
are enslaved by theirown parents in the city of Goma. Some parents format the brains of
theirchildrenfrom the age of three, makingthembeg to feed the wholefamily:, Not bringing

| money home is a dereliction of duty and exposes the child to expulsion from the family home - { Formatted: Highiight ]

(Habari, 2019). S

Worryingly, the fate of thesechildrenislinked “to ~ that of the
disabledadultstheyaccompanywho are at the end of theirlives. Deprived of theirchildhood,
withoutschooling, many of theirrights are violated;-as we know fromAarticle 28 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child concerningTthe Reight'to Eéducation and Aarticle 31
concerningTthe Rright to Rrest and Lleisure (Togo actualité, 2018).

This study set out to determine the experiences of child drivers of the blind in . { Formatted: Highlight ]

the city of Kisangani with a view to promoting.the right of the child.

Specifically, itaimed to :
- Define the relationshipbetweenthesechildren and the adultsthey drive.

- Discuss the reasonswhytheydrive these blind people.

- Determine the difficultiestheyencounter in driving blind people, and ,,,wr{cOmment [D12]: This was a qualitative study,

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" therefore, explore ?

- Identifytheir perception of the future.
2. Methodology

This studywasconducted in the streets of the commune of Makiso, Ceity of
Kisangani, T shopoPprovince in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

In order to understand the experiences of blind child drivers, weconducted a
qualitative descriptive research of the phenomenological type. This studyfocused on six
childrenwho drive blind people in the Makiso commune, collectedusing a qualitative

approachwhere the number of participants was not determined apriori. ~{ comment [D13]: Whatdoesthismean 72 )
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- The relationship of the children to the adultsthey drive.

- The reasonswhythey drive these blind people.



- The difficultiestheyencounter and their future prospects.

Considering the intimate nature of the subject, wepreferred the personal

dictaphone as an instrument for collecting and storing data.

Each interview wasreadseveral times in order to get a feel for the
participant'sthoughts and the generalidea of each interview (intuitive reading).

Thenweproceeded to open coding. Each verbatim wasreadseveral times and cut
up according to the differentideasmentioned, and then parts of the text sharing the same
content weretaken out of context and associatedwith a code.

The analysis of the collected data wasdone in a systematicway,
calledphenomenologicalreduction, with the aim of bringing out the hiddenmeaningsinherent
in the studysubjects' descriptions of the phenomenaunderstudy, to understand the daily life of
child drivers of people living withdisabilities.

categories, supported by the verbatims.
3. Results
3.1 Identification

The first part of each interview wasused to collect information on the socio-
demographiccharacteristics of the children at the time of the survey: age, sex, level of
education and commune of residence.
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Identification elements Code  Age (year) Sex Level of education Residence
Respondent 1 El 15 M 2nd secondary Mangobo
Respondent 2 E2 9 F 4th primary Mangobo
Respondent 3 E3 15 M 4th secondary Mangobo
Respondent 4 E4 12 F 6th primary Mangobo
Respendent 5 E5 13 M 2nd secondary Mangobo
Respondent 6 E6 15 M 2nd secondary Lubunga

3.2 Development of the study'ssub-themes
3.2.1 Children'srelationship to the adultsthey drive

In the majority of cases, therewere multiple relationships; grandparents, uncles, parent and
one participant was not related to the blind person.

E1: "... mygrandfatheris blind; but this one I'mdrivingis not mybrother, norishe a relative of
mine. Weonly met here in town and hehadasked me to start guidinghim..."

E2: "the one | amdrivinghereismygrandfather ...... "
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E3: "I drive myunclepartner.... .... Thesechildren have grown up and they are ashamed to drive _{ comment [021]: ncle'spartner22 )
it".
E4: "sheismymother ..... I am her onlydaughter™

However, E1 had no connectionwith the personhewasdriving. ~_—{ Formatted: Highiight ]
E1: "he's a fatherfrom the neighbourhood..... heasked me and weexpectedeachother’. - {comment [p22): whatdoesthismean 2 )
3.2.2 Working conditions
a) \Duration ‘ { Comment [D23]: The narratives translate to J

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" - how manyyearseach ??

If We[consider the year 2021, thesechild drivers have totalled an average of 3 ‘7,,,«»—'"{Comment [D24]: Whatdoesthismean ? ]
years.
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E3: "I startedguidinghimwhen | was in fifthprimary... and now l.am in fourthsecondary"
E4: "l was in fourthprimarywhen | startedguidingit"”
E5: "I startedguidinghimwhen | was in primary four"

E6 is on its second person, the first for a year and the second a year and six
monthsago.
E6: "heis the second person to guide.... | hadstartedguiding the blind when | was in second
grade.......the first one | guidedwasour:tenant and itwasafterthat | started to drive with the pne ::,,,,«'{Formatted: Highlight )
we are withnow...I drove about twoyearsago". ~{ Formatted: Highiight ]
b) Consent

Somechildrendidso by theirown consent whileothersobeyedtheir parents' order. ~{C0mment [D26]: Do underage consent in DRC ? J

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" This is an ethical issue to beaddressed.

E6: "itwasdadwhoasked me to drive the first one; but, for this one, itwasmyselfwhopushed me -( Formatted: Hignight ]
to ervelt" ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, { Formatted: Highlight ]
E2 :"... itwasmymotherwhoasked me to drivemygrandfather..”. i { Formatted: Highlight ]

El:wasasked by a thirdperson and hisgrandfatherallowedhim to drive the blind
man;

E1: "It wassomeonewhoasked me to start drivingit, guidingit. It wasmygrandfatherwhotold
me; takeit and start drivingit... "

E3 and E4 individuallytook the initiative to guide hisgrandmother.

E3: "I took the decisionmyself to guide her; becausethat'swheremyexpenses come from. And
besides, | feltuncomfortablewhen | saw the otherchildrenguidingher and at the end theywere
sharing the money, so | decided to start doingitmyself to avoid sharing the money with the
commissioners".

E4 : "I myselfhad the desire to guide mygrandmother".



E5 : " hewasasked by the blind man to do him a favour, but with the agreement of hismother™.

E5: "... itwashewhoasked me to start guidinghim. He askedmymother and sheagreedthat |
could guide himevery time...".

c) Reasons for leading the blind
- Poverty

The children have undertaken to provide for theirdailyneeds on the one hand
and to meet the familyneeds on the other.

E1: "... whatpushed me to drive thisdadwassothat | could have a bit of money to help me and
him survive...".

E4: "...we go aroundwithgrandmabegging for food... "

E6: "... it's the factthatl'vefailed to guide him, in case of crisis, Because by doingthis,
wesometimes have a little bit to help us survive and also to payourschoolfees. Apart fromthis
job, 1 don't have anyother job... "

E2: "...I drive himaround the city to getfood...".
E3: "...it's for myfood ration, to meetmyneeds and paymyschoolfees...".
E5: "...we go aroundwithdad to look for ways to find money, to look for ways to live...".
- How to findfood
Somechildrengetfoodwhenthey are outand about.

E1: "...oftenwe go around firstand thenwe go to the restaurant and that'swhereweusuallyeat.
And if thereisfood at home, beforecoming, weeat first, but if not, we come withouteating...".

E5: "...weofteneatwhenwe.come here. I'takeit as a job, because it rewards..."

On the other: hand, others are content withtheirpreviousday's output,
sotheyeatbeforegoing down to the field.

E4: "... beforecomingherewithmygrandmother, weeat first at home...".

E2: ".sbeforewe go out, weeat first and thenwe go around the city..." E3: "...beforewe go out,
weeat first and.thenwe go around the city...".

E3: "..iibeforecominghere in town, weeat at home first...".

For EB6, eatingbefore or whiledrivingis a function of the availability of means to
getfood.

E6: "... whenfoodisavailable, weeatbeforecoming; but if not, weeathere in townbeforegoing
home...".

d) Socio-economicproblemsencountered by thesechildren

- Return



The donation isoptional. Somegivewithoutproblems and othersask us to wait
and in the end theydon'tgiveanything.

E1: "... if we come to beg, somedon'tgive us and othersinsult us...".

E4:"... we go around to the money changers, to the bank, to people withvehicles, to shops and
boutiques; theygive us nothing...".

E2: "... people are different; somegive us and others do not...".

e) Attitude of benefactors

Lack of consideration for the disabledpersonin society. //,«"{Comment [D27]: Are « disabledperson »

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" synonymouswith « the blind » ?

E3: "... for thosewho help us, itdepends on whethertheywant to help us or not. Wedon't argue
withthem,  wegetalongwiththem.  But, wemeetwith a lot. »of"  difficulties ;
sometimeswhenyouasksomeone, they call younames or use harsh and insultingwords ; it
confuses and discourages us, but looking at mystudies and survival,.itwillalways push us to
come back..."

E4: "... the onlydifficultieswe face iscontempt and -abusive “words, sexualharassment,
somechase us away, thosewhodon't have a good heartj;othersanswermeanlysayingthatheis a
big daddy, instead of begging, heshould go and sell water. At the others, theymake us
hangaroundwithoutgiving us anythinguntilwegettired...".

-E6: "... there are manydifficulties. Oftenwe are .insulted, denigrated, despisedinstead of
justbeingtoldthatthereisnothing. Others. hit.us. Somesimplygive us and othersangrily...".

3.2.3 Means of travel
Depending on the means and, distance, somechildrenwalk to the destination.

E4: "... weoftenwalk to the city and it's the return journeythatwe go back on a motorbike taxi.
Weoften start around 8:0r'9 am and finish at 6 pm...".

On_the other hand, thosewho live at a distance from the city centre
takemotorbike:taxis.

E2: "... whenwe come, wetake the motorbike taxi. Wedon'twalk...".

E3: ".. weleave the Mangobo commune and weoften come by motorbike taxi.
Anotherdifficultyisrelated to road traffic, facingtraffic accidents...".

3.2.4 Relationship withother drivers
Male drivers show theirsuperiority over female drivers when sharing loot.

E5: "...some male guides provoke us a lot. There are times whenwe are given the money
sothatwe can share, but they run awaywith all the money without sharing... "

In the majority of cases, the relationshipbetween the drivers is good, they live
in close collaboration.

E1: "... between us guides, wegetalong, we have no enmitybetween us...".

E4: "... with the other Guides wedon't argue, we have a good relationshipwiththem... ".



E2: "... withother guides weneverargued, or neverfought. We are really good withthem..."

E3 foundthat the relationshipwithother drivers is a function of education and
temperament.

E3: "...some people love eachother or getalong and some people fight. Personally, I don't
argue withother guides, even if theyprovoke me, | don't argue withthem. Many of themhad
not studied, and whentheyprovoke me, | just observe them..."

3.2.5 Income management
For E1, afterwork, my blind grandfatherwants to shareequallywithhis driver.

E1: "...oftenitisgrandpawhokeeps the money. But, itis at the verandalevel of the finance and
tradecompanythatweshare the money beforegoing home. Per day, we:.can reach, 30,000
Congolese francs and weshareitequally...".

Furthermore, sharing isoptional for some couples ; but often the bulk of itgoes
to the blind.

E4: "... mygrandmotherkeeps the money. If we have, for example;:20,000 Congolese francs,
she can give me 5,000 Congolese francs...".

E6: "... | oftenkeep the money. Afterwe have finishedcirculating, beforegoing home in the
evening, we count whatwe have got and | giveherhershare. If, for example, wehad 30,000
Congolese francs, | givehim 20,000 Congolese francs and | take 10,000 Congolese francs. If
wehad 15,000 Congolese francs, | take 5,000:.Congolese francs and hetakes 10,000
Congolese francs...".

E2: "... the incomewefind, itis the grandfatherwhokeepsit and healsogives me a part. He
oftengives me 2 000 Congolese francs or 3'000 Congolese francs..."

The incomefromtheirworkisused to provide for theirfamily's basic needs.

E3: "... becauseit'smymother and it-all comesfromthis money weget, wedon'tshare the money.
I don'tdemanditeither, “but if 'l am absent or prevented and someoneelseisguidingit,
thentheyshare the income..."

E5: "...it'sdaddywhokeeps the money weget. At the end of the work, hegives me a part,
ofteneven 5.000;,Congolese francs. Last time, ithelped me withmyschoolfees. But as the
studies are free,.ithelps us to buyfood, clothes or to meetsome of ourneeds...".

3.2.6 Children'sviews on their future
a) Desire to completestudies
The childrenwish to continue theirstudies.
E1: "... mywishisthat I can finish mystudies in order to help myfamily...".
E4:"... | expect to finish mystudies, the work | do (masonry), that | will continue..."
E6: "...mywishis to study and finish mystudies, to be a teacher..."

E2: "... | stillwant to study... ... anyway, mydesireis to give up and go on studying".



b) Working
In addition, some of themwant to work.

E1: "... I will do the workthatGodgives me. I'mstill in secondary 1, I'mwaitinguntil I reach the
thirdyear to choose the option I'mgoing to follow...".

E3: "...anyway, | studysothat one day, if Godhelps me and I graduate, | willbe a teacher. I put
all my efforts to study ...".

E6 does not only have guiding as a job.

E6: "... Apart fromthiswork of guiding the blind, I also do masonry; if we are called to a
building site, I go there...".

c) Getting out of guiding the blind
Somereallywant to give up guiding people withdisabilities;to do otherthings.

E1l: "... mydesireis not to continue walkingwithhim, therewillbe the daywhen 1 willgivethat

up...".

E6: "... to leaveguiding the blind ismydream. As soonas‘l find the certificate of the masonry;, |
directlyget out of thiswork of leading the blind..."

E2: "... anyway, mydesireis to give up and go on withmystudies. Besides, as it'salmost the
start of the schoolyear, I'm planning to leave for.good..."

E3: "..myconcernisthat | shouldbeengagedsomewhere, either in a school or
somewherewherel'mgoing to work, and to, let-mymother guide me sothat | can nowtake on
herresponsibility..."

4. Discussion

4.1 Identification

withagesrangingfrom 9.t0:12 years for tworespondents and 13 to 15 years for the other four.
Four of themiare in secondaryschool and two in primaryschool.

In :hisstudy, Alain TchombéfoundthatAfricais the continent with the
highestnumber of workingchildren in the world. According to figures from the International
Labour Organisation, 41% of childrenunder the age of 15 are economically active.

By this description, wethinkthatchildren are a strongweaponthat parents use to
attract the attention of passers-by to getsomething out of them. The peculiarity of
childrenisthattheysometimesvoluntarily put on sad looks, rags and a pleadingvoice to gain the
sympathy of passers-by (Baraka, 2021).

4.2 Development of the sub-themes of the study

In most cases, kinship has a great influence on thisconduct of the blind. Some
are praised and are not related to the people they drive. For others, it isreally the relatives they
drive.

{ Formatted: Highlight




For Beernaert (2011), beggingwith a childis not punishable per se in Belgium.
Whatispunishableis the incitement to beg and the exploitation of begging. Moreover, the
lawdoes not distinguishwhether the personwhodelivers the minor to begis the parent or not.
Thus, a parent who incites his or herchild to activelybeg or whomakes the childavailable to a
third party to begcouldbeprosecuted.

Testimonyfrom the the non-governmental organisation Enda-Océan Indien,
collected by Marguerat (2003), highlightedthatyoungchildrenbeg for their parents in
Madagascar (Ballet & al, 2010).

In view of theseresults, webelievethatchild drivers of the blind feelobliged to
do sobecause of theireconomic situation. Theythereforeaccept to do it to provide for their
basic needs.

As for the duration, this varies. Somestarted at a youngage and-othersstarted at
primaryschool and continue. Others do itaccording to theiravailability, eitherduring the
schoolholidays. Looking at the length of time the child has been ‘driving the blind,
itappearsfromour interviews thatchildrenwho drive people withdisabilities have been doingso
for an average of 3 years.

In the Habari DRC pressreview (2019), itwasreportedthatdozens of children are enslaved by
theirown parents in the city of Goma. Some parents format the brains of theirchildrenfrom the
age of 3, chargingthemwithbegging to feed the wholefamily.

Given the age of oursubjects, wethinkthat at a certain age, theywill no longer
be active in this profession of driver. This iswhythey do it in most cases duringtheirchildhood
and once theyreachadulthood, they stop to continue withtheirstudies or findanother more
profitable activity.

As for consent, mostchildren are recommended by their parents to
acceptdriving blind. Others do.so by theirown consent withoutbeingpushed. However, Ballet
& al (2010), found 58 childrencoerced by their parents intobegging.

Theutestimony ofia Nigerianmother shows us thatmanystreetchildren end up
unemployed in theiradulthood. Referring to the talibé children of Koranicschools, shesays :
"Mychildwasentrusted to,a marabout by myhusband at the age of 7. He wasforced to beg,
whichpreventedhimfromdevotingany time to hisKoranicstudies. Nowheisthirtyyearsold and
has no job.

Regarding the  motivation to  drive people  withdisabilities,
itshouldbestressedthatchildren are supposed to stay at home or at school. It is the duty of
parents to feedtheirchildren and never the otherwayaround.
Twocategoriesemergefromthissub-themethatmotivatedchildren to drive people
withdisabilities, namelypoverty and hunger.

In this regard, Ballet & al (2010) have arguedthatchild labour ismainly in
developing countries, and suggestthatpovertyis the main explanation.

However, mostchildren do thiswork in order to provide for their basic needs.
Otherchildren are involved in this system of begging to guide their blind parents, with the
precarious living conditions as testified by the words of Khady, a 15-year-old Senegalese :
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........ | have to help myfather by begging for food. | would like to go to school like the
otherchildren, but we are poor. | can'tplay or makefriends. Because | have to be the guide and
eyes of myfatherwhois blind......" (Creuset Togo, 2018)

Ultimately, thesechildren'sinvolvementismotivated by a need for money or a
family bond thatunitesthemwiththesedisabledadults. In any case, as children, they are not
legallyresponsible  for their actions. As such, Ballet & al (2010) have
statedthatbeggingwouldgenerallybeassociatedwith cases of childrenwho have run awayfrom
home, whereasresearch on child labour generally assumes thatchildrenwork for the household
to whichtheybelong. Therefore, whenasked "Why do youbeg ?", 42 saidtheybeg for food and
actuallykeep money for thispurpose.

While the onlypurpose of begging by child drivers of the blind isito provide for
themselves and thosethey drive, some parents may force theirchildren, to. beg to
feedtheirfamilies.

Regarding the difficultiesencounteredduring the exercise of theirfunction, child
drivers of the blind are confrontedwithseveraldifficulties'. : “:contempt, insults,
sexualharassment,  discouragement, long  waiting  times.. withoutresults, etc.
Beingpsychologicallydisturbed by the personalitythey.. least: expected, they are forced to
rubshoulderswith shops, shops, cars, passers-by in order to try.to survive ; and all this,
againsttheirwill.

Child drivers of people withdisabilities are oftenfacedwith the problem of how
to get to and fromwork.

Generally, child drivers of the blind-come to beg in the commune Makiso in
the city of Kisangani. Theyoften da.not do this'in theirownneighbourhoods. Instead, they
look for places wherethere are attractiveiactivitiessuch as shops, currency dealers, large
galleries and the like.

Our results arewin line withthose of Ballet & al (2010). The Ilatter
observedthatchildren -do..not.beg” in theirneighbourhood of residence, but move to
otherneighbourhoodsdeemed more conducive to earnings. Nevertheless, the movement of
childrenfrom.one:neighbourhood to anotherisquitelimited and the vastmajority of children do
not beg in.areas more than 20 minutes' walkfromtheir accommodation.

Tensions and arguments between drivers werealsoobserved. Male drivers show
superiority »over. female drivers when sharing loot. In the majority of cases, the
relationshipbetween the drivers is good and they live in close cooperation.

Ballet & al (2010) recognisedthatchildren tend to group together to beg.
Belonging to a group allows exchanges and relationshipswithotherchildren. It isalso a means
of protection or reassuranceagainst the dangers of the street (includingassaults and theft by
adults or adolescents). However, more than a third of childrensystematicallybeg in isolation.

The management of lootis a function of the convention, depending on the
childrensolicited and the familyrelationship. This iswhy sharing isequitablewithsome.
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Some of the childreninterviewedfeltthat the sharing isoptional, as sometimes
the bulk of itgoes to the person living with a disability. However, the
incomefromtheirworkisused to meettheir living and familyneeds.

For Ballet & al (2010), giventhat the sumscollected per day are
overwhelminglylessthan 500 ariary (0.18 euro), the money isonly for food. None of the
childrenreportedusing the money for otherexpenseswhenthey do not giveit to their parents.

However, the manyotherrepercussions of this are worthmentioning : risk of
accidents, illness, violence, exploitation. In addition, as thistaskrequiresvery high levels of
effort (no lessthantenhours of work per day), such an
activitycompletelypreventsthemfromgoing to school, thushinderingtheir future prospects
(Creuset Togo, 2018).

Regarding the views of children for their future, all: education programmes
protectchildren and requireeverychild to attend school to protecttheir future: Everychild has a
right to education. Contrary to whatwefound in the field. Even thoughourrespondents have a
strongdesire to study and many plans in theirheads, they do not:know how;to achievethis.

Our results show thatthesechild drivers of:the blind“are dying to study and
completetheirstudies in order to be self-sufficient. Theyseeit'as a temporary job, but with the
desire to leaveit and do another job. In fact, one of themwanted to-have a good job to take care
of his blind mother. Their real concernis to get out of this job of leading the blind intobegging
and to have a normal and better life.

Severalstudies have not yetprovidedany real answersregarding the future of
thesechild drivers of the blind." However, someauthorswonder about the future of
childbeggars. Ballet & al (2010) ‘ask : "Do childrenwhoremainunder parental control and
continue to begalsobecomeadultbeggars, sothat a real career of beggingisbuilt up over time ?

Conversely, do: thosewhoemancipatethemselvesfromtheir homes becausethey
are rejected by the family manage to developotheractivitiesthatallowthem to build up a certain
economicautonomy ?

It appearsthatneglectedchildrencouldleave the family home to live entirely on
the street, withbeggingbecoming one activityamongothers in this case, and not the main one.

In.this respect, the testimony of a Nigerianmother shows us thatmany of
thesestreetchildren end up unemployed in theiradult life. Referring to the talibé children of
Koranicschools.

A studydone by the Association Nigérienne pour le Traitement de la
Délinquance et la Prévention du Crime (ANTD, 2020) showedthat, in most cases, the talibés
leaveschoolbetween the ages of 16 and 20 and have no generaleducation or specialskills.
Theirprofessional options are thereforeverylimited. According to the religious leaders
interviewed, only 10% of the talibé becomeKoranic masters in theirturn, while the
vastmajority end up unemployed and on the streets, oftenwith no real knowledge of the
Koran. Moreover, a large proportion of these boys willneverseetheir parents or their home
village again. Forcedbeggingthereforegreatlyhinders the future prospects of the talibés.



12

In view of thesefindings, webelievethatbeggingwithchildrenwould have an
impact on the latter's prospects. As beggingis lucrative, theywillgrow up withthisidea to the
detriment of otheractivities and the path to school.

5. Conclusion

Our study has enabled us to gain an insight into the experiences of

"thousands of children are involved in variousforms of work".|

In view of ourfindings, webelievethat the beggingdemanded ‘by the blind
fromthesechildren influences the latter's perspective. In any case, as children, they are not
legallyresponsible for their actions. They are a sacrificialgenerationwith a"mixed future.
Thesechildrendeservebetterthanwhat the presentoffers. Whatisappallingisthat. the state and
society look on and remain silent in the face of thisdramathatisunfoldingbeforeoureyes.

Thus, the need to recommend the following :

- To put into perspective the living conditions of the child drivers‘of blind people in order to
be able to determine the mostappropriateresponses to.theirsocio-economic conditions

- Deploystrategies to extractthesechildrenfromthisenvironment and institute a system of direct
benefits for vulnerablefamilies, withawareness-raising and support programmes based on
basic health care, school entry, foodaid, psyechological assistance, etc.

- To reflect at all levels on a coordinated _social response to beggingthattrulyaddressesits
causes, namelypoverty and exclusion.
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