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PART  1: Review Comments 
 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct 
the manuscript and highlight that part in the 
manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 
1. Is the manuscript important for scientific community? 
      (Please write few sentences on this manuscript) 
 
 
2. Is the title of the article suitable? 

(If not please suggest an alternative title) 
 
 

3. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 
 
 
 
 
4. Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate? 

 
 

5. Do you think the manuscript is scientifically correct? 
 

6. Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestion of 
additional references, please mention in the review form. 

 
(Apart from above mentioned 6 points, reviewers are free to provide 
additional suggestions/comments) 
 

Yes, this provides a very articulate methodology to enable urban expansion to be monitored 
using remotely sensed(RS) data and geographic information systems(GIS).  
 
 
Consider using this title instead: 
Understanding landscape responses to urban expansion in Guangzhou, China using GIS 
and Landsat data 
 
 
Yes, the abstract is comprehensive. However: 

1. Please consider adding more keywords to make your research more visible e.g. GIS, 
Remote Sensing, urban growth, spatio-temporal, etc.  

2. You can also make the abstract (and the introduction) short and precise with little 
repetition so that they don’t lose scientific meaning and communication.  

 
Yes, they are. I would however suggest that you add 2 or 3 objectives to your study clearly 
so that the reader is guided by them since your paper is long 
 
Yes, it provides a new methodology using RS and GIS to compute urban growth and 
suggestions to improve its management.  
 
The references are sufficient and up-to-date as per the manuscript.  
 
Consider the following to improve the communication of this manuscript: 

1. Paragraphing to help a reader compartmentalize your ideas as you build to your findings, 
discussions, and conclusion. 

2. Defining technical terms for those who may not be familiar with them to enable a wide 
audience to understand your work e.g. the various urban expansion types like infill growth 
can be defined prior so that the reader will understand them in the context used. 

3. Your study has a lot of abbreviations that may lose a reader. Have a page defining the 
abbreviations. 

4. Consider putting boundaries around your tables and figures to make the manuscript more 
readable and appealing to the reader.   

  

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 
1. Is language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly 

communications? 
 

The language/English is largely ok, some corrections have been suggested to improve the overall 
communication and readability of the same.  
 
 
 

 

Optional/General comments 
 
   

A very good demonstration of how RS and GIS can be used to make informed decisions and 
policies for sustainable growth and development. Largely ok and ready for scientific publication.  
 

 

 
PART  2:  
 

 
Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight 

that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her 
feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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