
Editor’s Comment: 

The abstract is not well written, however. 

 

I consulted with the editing firm Grammarly. They recommended changes to the abstract. 

 

Please allow the abstract to read as it appears below (based on Grammarly's suggestions). 

 

After that, you may proceed to publication with this paper. 

 

For a long period, conflicts and instability in any part of Ethiopia have become a complex and 
interconnected problem that is present as part of the debate among Ethiopian communities. The primary 
security challenges in Ethiopia largely emanate from political exclusion/power struggle, ethnic and 
religious-based discrimination, violation of human rights, the proliferation of SALW, and poverty/famine as 
a significant threat to people's security. To strengthen this point, the article aims to study the causes of 
the Oromo-Gumuz inter-ethnic conflicts since 2008 along the border area. The study employed qualitative 
descriptive research to meet the stated objective of the study. Purposive sampling techniques were used 
to gather information. To attain the study objective, in-depth interviews and focus group discussions were 
used as primary data. Primary data were gathered from different informants in both Oromo and Gumuz. 
The study’s finding showed that the leading cause of the conflict between the Oromo and the Gumuz was 
competition over farmland and grazing land, border disputes, and lack of good governance. The presence 
of arms dealers and cattle raiders hiding in the name of ethnicity split the communities.   
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