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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’'s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

The author studied the bacteria inside the gut of the dead flies and tried to find the relation between the existence of
the bacteria and the death of the flies.

The introduction first introduced Glossina causes the disease African Trypanosomiasis. In this paragraph, the author
introduced how the disease was transmitted. The reviewer didn’t see the correlation of this section with the subject of
the manuscript.

The introduction then described tsetse midguts harbor various microorganisms. This paragraph is too tedious. It is
very easy for people to understand that the bacteria inside tsetse midguts might be from the skin of the animals. One
or two sentences are enough to describe this. But it is hard to understand “the bacterium Serratia marcescens causes
mortality of tsetse flies” and the author didn't provide reference for this statement neither.

The third paragraph of the introduction describes that the diversity of the gut bacteria and the influence on tsetse flies
were unknown. The author then continuously described that there is a necessity to get the establishment of laboratory
colonies of tsetse flies in order to have the effective study of disease associated with tsetse fly. Then the author
introduced the aim of this study is to isolate and characterize the bacteria present in the gut of death female glossina
moritan submorsitans. The logic is not clear. The reviewer wants to ask why the author needs to study the bacteria
inside the dead flies.

In the discussion section, the paragraph describes the origins of the bacteria is confusing.

After reading this manuscript, the reviewer wants to ask: whether all the bacteria can cause the death of the flies.

Minor REVISION comments

1. “One meal”: one milliliter

Optional/General comments
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
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