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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

 
Very simple work with two biofertilizers and kelp extract in various combinations. 
There is only one experiment with 3 tree-replications per treatment. The SE (probably standard error of what?) 
is very low (i.e. 20 grams SE difference between treatments for the yield per tree, which was kg per tree). I 
cannot accept this, as no explanation of statistics is provided. 
Some discussion on the mode of action of the biofertilizers and seaweed extract should be included in the 
Introduction. 
Throughout the manuscript,  a significant need for English improvements is required, I have highlighted in red 
some points needing improvement, there is no reference in the text for Table 1, the discussion per parameter 
measured is very superficial, Figure 1 is unclear what it presents and it is not referred in the text somehow 
somewhere. 
No discussion is present on the economics of the treatments, as these products may be very expensive and the 
farmers may be unable to buy these biofertilizers. I guess the experiment was conducted in a meadow orchard 
(2*1 m); that is 5000 trees per ha. In the best treatment (B3S3) with 5 kg fruit/tree, we are talking about 25 tn/ha 
yield. But they require 25 tn/ha vermicompost, and 250 kg/ha of each of the other inputs for B3S3. What is the 
cost of these and what is the revenue of the fruit? I am almost sure that it is not cost effective. But you must do 
the maths and present them in the manuscript. 
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
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