THE MORPHOLOGICAL PATTERNS OF DERIVATION_IN
ONICHA-MBAISE VARIETY OF THE IGBO LANGUAGE

ABSTRACT

Some varieties of the lgbo language stand out as they have richer linguistic features
and the Onicha- Mbaise Igbo is a typical example of such. The variety is classified as
East Central Group of Dialect under Nwaozuzu (2008) classification. This paper is on

the derivational morphology of Onicha-Mbaise variety of the Igbo language looking
at the strategies for identifying the prefixational, infinitival, participle, agentive,

gerundive, noun instrument and qualifier markers. The study seeks to determine the

various ways in which this variety derive new words. This present study has its roots

from the works of scholars that have done their best in working on the different aspect

of language as regards to Mbaise variety. Some of which are antonymy in Mbaise

variety of Igbo by Onyeocha (2020), aspiration and nasalization in Mbaise variety of

lgbo by Osuji (2021). Primary and secondary data were used for this research as some

natives of the town were interviewed and some books were used too, to gather the

data needed for the research. It is discovered that the most prolific way peculiar to this

dialect is the use of an obligative participle 'n' which is attached to verbs to show

future obligation. The study concludes that to derive these new words through

prefixation, Onicha-Mbaise variety makes use of infinitival marker 'i-/i-', participle
marker 'e-/a-', obligative participle 'n-', agentive 'o-/0' ,noun Instrument 'n-/m-',

gualifiers 'n-/o-/u-'
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Language according to Crystal (2010) is a particular variety or level of speech or
writing. It may refer to the concrete act of speaking, writing and signing. The use by
humans, of a system of sounds and words to communicate. Anagbogu, Mbah and Eme

(2010:1) say language is a means which human beings have devised for




communicating ideas, feelings, emotions, desires and so on through complex vocal or

written symbols. There are so many theories of how language originated. For instance,
Charles Darwin says "early humans had already developed musical ability prior to

language and were using it to charm each other". Anagbogu, Mbah and Eme (2010:5
posit we have the Bow-wow, Pooh-pooh, Ding-dong, Yo-he-ho, Musical, the Contact

and Gesture as theories of the origin of language. On the other hand, Yule (2010)

gives his own speculations of the sources of lanquage as the divine source, natural

sound source, social interaction source, physical source, tool making source and
genetic source.

In all, these theories and sources are mere speculations; none is able to account for
the _mystery behind the origin_of lanquage. Humans in_ search of wisdom and

knowledge venture into knowing the structures and components of language. This
search led them into studying linguistics the scientific study of language.

Linguistics primarily attempts to describe language, its nature and its behaviour. It
attempts to discover what characterizes language in general and strives at the same
time to study the behaviour and structure of individual languages. Anagbogu, Mbah
and Eme (2010:22). Linguistics describes the structure of language, and branches of

linquistics includes phonology. morphology, syntax and semantics. Amongst all the
branches of linguistics, we are going to focus on morphology.

Morphology, etymologically speaking is the study of ‘forms'. It studies the internal
structure of words Adgbedo (2000). Omachonu (2001:56) morphology may be described

as the science of word formation in linquistics analysis. In other words it is the branch

of grammar which preoccupies itself with studying the rules that govern the principles
and processes of word formation in languages.

Eurthermore, morphology is the process of word formation in a language. It covers
some many areas such as reduplication, clipping, affixation, compounding. Atadoga
2011:97) defines affixation as a morphological process whereby affixes. bound
morphemes are attached to the existing stems and roots in order to derive or form new

words or change the meaning of the existing one. Affixation can be classified based
on_position and function. Positional classification of affixes vields prefix, suffix,

interfix, circumfix and infix. Affixation is divided into two branches based on

function: derivational affixation and inflectional affixation.

Derivational affixation occurs when affixes are added to morpheme to form new
words from the existing words that may or may not be the same part of speech.




According to Adgbedo (2000:87), derivational morpholology involves the process

whereby the new words are formed from existing words. It consists of adding to a root

or stem an affix or affixes. While in inflectional morpholoay, affixes are added to the

end of an existing word for purely grammatical reasons. McGreqor (2009) sees

inflectional affixes as 'Bound morphemes that give grammatical information relevant

to the interpretation of a sentence. They don't give rise to new lexical items.

Although so many works have been done on affixation and compounding in lgho

and English and some of their dialects, little or no work has been done on Onicha-

Mbaise variety of the Igho language. Therefore, for the growth of the Igbo language,

there is the need to investigate the morphemes used in realizing new words through
affixation and compounding in Onicha-Mbaise variety of Igbo spoken in Ezinihitte

Mbaise Local Government Area of Imo State Nigeria.

Mbaise language

This project work covers derivational morphology in Onicha-Mbaise variety of the

lgbo language. Mbaise is one of the communites located in Imo state in the

southeastern Nigeria. It is _under the inland East lgbo cluster according to

Ikekeonwu(1987) and East Central Group of Dialects by Nwaozuzu (2008). The name

Mbaise was derived from the fact that the community comprises of five clans: Agbaié,
Ahlara, Ekwereazu. Ezinihitte and Oke Uvuru. Mbaise is a vast area covering three

Local Government Areas namely Aboh Mbaise, Ahiazu_Mbaise and Ezinihitte
Mbaise.

Mbaise people are rich in cultural and traditional ceremonies. Ahianjok{ is the

acclaimed god of farm crops especially yam. During the iri ji ohuo celebration(New

vam_celebration), prayers and libation would flow in praise and thanksgiving to

Ahianiokﬂ and to God Almighty whom the Mbaise people called chukwu Abiama or
Eke kere Owa.. Another celebration done by Mbaise people is called oji Ezinihitte

which is been done every 1% January before the farming season. Mbaise people are

known for their own dish Ugba “African oil bean®” it is being served with raffia wine.

Mbaise is also rich in_music and dance, usually played on the wood xvlophone.

Subsistence farming is still the main occupation of Mbaise people where yams,
cassava, palmfruits, vegetables and fruits are the primary agricultural products.




Onicha nwe-nkwo is one of the autonomous communites under the Ezinihitte

Mbaise  Local Government  Area, which consists of 10  villages

(Eziama,Omikwi,Ubdlikam, Umuagbala, Umiekekwene, Umdielegwia, Umdievd,

Umah(, Umboma, Uwlawada) of which they are called Onicha amairi autonomous

community on which this research work centers on.

2.0 Review of Relevant Literature

Affixation is a morphological process whereby grammatical or Lexical information is
added to a stem (A dictionary of Linguistics and phonetics). Routledge dictionary
defines affixation as the process of word formation in which the stem is expanded by

the addition of an affix with regard to placement of the wordformation elements on
the stem.

In addition, affixation is the process of adding a morpheme or affix to a word to create
either a different form of that word or a new word with a different meaning.

Affixation is the morpholoagical processes where a bound morpheme, an affix is

attached to a morphological base (oxford bibliographies).

Aagbedo (2000:89) defines affixation as a word building or word formation process,

that involves the addition of phoneme or_group of phonemes to a root or stem to

modify, extend or change the meaning and or function of the word.

To Umera and Nwankwo (2009:50), affixation is the addition of prefixes and suffixes

to the root or base with or without change of the word class. Their definition can be

illustrated with the addition of 'dis' to advantage to realize 'disadvantage' and the
addition of 'er' to drive to realize 'driver'.

Affixation falls under the scope of morphology, where morphemes are affixes and it is
employed for derivation of new words, new forms and the change of meaning.

Whatsoever we are talking about in affixation centres on 'morphemes.’ Morphemes

are the basic or smallest, indivisible units of language with their own separate forms,

separate existence, separate meaning and distribution (Emenajo: 148). Whereas the

definition of a morpheme is universal, its realization is language specific, for what is a




morpheme in a language may be a word. phrase or sentence in another language.

Affixation is_a morphological process whereby affixes (bound) morpheme are

attached to the existing stems or roots in order to derive or form new words or change
the_meaning of the existing one Atadoga (2011:97). Affixation is the process of

addition of affixes to the existing stem, root, or base morpheme in order to form new

words or _change the meaning of the existing one. It is one of the ways of word
building in both English and lgbo (Babarinde: 58).

Emenanjo (1983:45) describes affixation as the major morphological processes

employed in derivations in the Igbo language. He affirms that the verbal system in
general and in particular the verbs are the only source in the lgbo language for

deriving new words.

According to Udechukwu et al (2015:29):

mgbakwunye bu aha jikoro udi umu irighiri okwu niile @ na_agbakwunyere ngwaa. O
bu irighiri okwu maobu mkpuruasusu (mofim) a na_agbakwunye n'isingwa maobu na

irighiri okwu 0zo iji meputa Mkpuruokwu maobu iji gbanwee maobu gbatia nghota
Mkpuruokwu. Mgbakwunye nwere ngalaba ndi a: Nganihu (prefix) Nsonazu (Suffix)

Nnonime (Infix) Nnonetiti (Interfix).(Affixation is a term use to refer to morphemes

that are being attached to a verb or other morphemes inorder to derive new words,

change or extend the meaning of the existing words).

Mabakwunye dika Ofomata n'ndezu utoasusu lgbo si kowaa, bu: umu irighiri

Mkpuruasusu ndi ana agbakwunye n‘ufodu okwu Igbo eji were nweta okwu ohuru na
asusu lgbo. Ha gunyere nganihu, nnonetiti na nsonazu. (Affixation is the process of

adding morpheme to some words in Igbo language, inorder to derive new words.
They include prefixation, interfixation and suffixation respectively)

According to Omachonu (2001) this process which requires the joining together of
different lexical terms to form new words, does not necessarily require the change of

class of the words so combined is called compounding.
Some studies on Morphology of Igbo,
According _to _Emenanjo (1983:45) in_reading _on_the labo verb. the process of

derivation in the Igbo language includes the following: The use of infinitival prefix i/i,
while 'l' is used before verbs which have advanced vowels in their roots, 'i' is used

before verbs that have retracted vowels in their roots



la)i+ Si__nri

INF.PRE cook food

'to cook food.'

1b) i+ za uld uka

INF.PRE sweep house church

'to sweep the church.'

Using the vowel prefix to derive agentive noun. The vowels o/o are used to indicate

agentive noun, which is conditioned by VH(vowel harmony)

2a) 0 + je ahia

AGT.PRE go market

‘a market goer.'

2b) 0 + gu akwukwo

AGT. PRF read book

'a reader.’

The present participle prefix in Igbo has two forms e/a. Which is also conditioned by

the VH (vowel harmony). It is formed by prefixing a harmonizing non-close front

vowels to the verb root.

3a) Amaka na e + so onveisi

Amaka AUX PART.PRE follow leader

'Amaka is following the leader”

3b) Obi na e + bu oche

Obi AUX PART.PRE carry chair

Obi is carrying the chair’



3c) Obi na a + kuzi lhe

Obi is PART.PRE teach something

'Obi is teaching'

Quirk and Greenbaum (1973:39) goes further to give another instance of using prefix

to form words in Igbo. Prefixation can occur with reduplication to derive gerund in

Igbo langauae which Williams (1972) refers to verbal noun.
4a) 0 + bibi — 'obibi'

3PSG act of living 'the act of living'.

4b) 0 + zuzu — 'ozuzu'

3PSG act of training 'the act of training.'

2.2.5 Partial reduplication can be formed using prefixation process.

5a) 0 + tita — 'otita’.

3PSG + act of chewing 'the act of chewing'.

Different types of nouns can be derived from verbs by prefixing certain bound
morpheme (n/m). Which is affixing the syllabic nasal to the verb root.

6a) m + ma —'mma’

SYLL.nasal beauty 'beauty.'

6b) m + bo 'mbo’

SYLL.nasal comb 'a comb.'

There are other instances where nominals can be formed through the process of
prefixing simple verbs and complex verbs as seen in Onwudiwe journal.

7a) Nwoke a bu O + bia




man DEM. is PRE. come

'this man is a quest.'

7b) Nne m zuta - ra e + nyo.

Mother 1PSG buy PST. PRE. Peep

'my mother bought a mirrow.'

Instances of where syllabic nasals as prefixes are being added to complex verb to

form a noun.

8a) n + doli

SYLL.nasal struggle

‘a strugagle’

8b) m + gbali
SYLL .nasal strive

‘effort’

3.0 Research Methodology

The data oathered for this project work were collected from reliable and

competent native speakers of Onicha- Mbaise variety of the lgbo language from the

natural setting which is the Onicha-Mbaise autonomous community. The researchers
interviewed two aged men between the ages of 60-80 vears, one male and one female

adults between the ages of 35-50 years and 2 young girls and a boy between the ages
of 10-30 years. The primary data for the study were collected through oral interview

and recording the respondents with their consent. The researchers collected secondary
data from different sources including text books, articles, journals and internet. The

method of data analysis used is purely descriptive method. The researcher sought to
find out the different morphemes Onicha-Mbaise variety of Igbo uses to derive words,




the researcher went through the written down data and attentively listened to the

recorded audio. This way, the researcher was able to sieve out the needed information
which was descriptively analysed.

PREFIXATION IN ONICHA-MBAISE VARIETY OF THE IGBO LANGUAGE

40 fixation | icha-Mbai .
In Onicha-Mbaise variety, it is discovered that derivational prefixes are few.

They include:

he Infinitival |

he Simple Infiniti

The structure of any word containing the simple infinitive marker in Onicha-Mbaise

variety is (i- / i -+v).

The close front long i vowel is being used in the following examples

9a | hadzi ulo bu ihe omume nturundu va

INFL.PRE arrange house is hobby his
‘To arrange the house is his hobby'

9b Obinna na- acho 1 kpord Al

Obinna AUX want INFL.PRE sit down

‘Obinna wants to sit down’

9c binye n’ime ulo

INFL.PRE. enter inside house

‘To enter inside the house’

9d isu 4ja bd njirimara ndi lgho




INFL.PRE sacrifice is attribute NUM. Igbo ‘Fo sacrifice is an attribute of
Igbo people’

The close front short vowel i is being used in the following examples

10a Amaka na- acho i shi nri

Amaka AUX wants INFL.PRE cook food ‘Amaka wants to cook food’

10b | zu oshi bu agwa 0joo

INFL. PRE steal is character bad ‘To steal is a bad character’

10c | kwu Uika na- enve va ond

INFL.PRE. talk AUX-give him joy ‘To talk gives him joy’

10d | jije onve oshi di mma

INFL.PRE catch PRO thief is good ‘To catch a thief is good’

In the example given above, observe that Onicha-Mbaise variety, form their simple

infinitive with the same form i and i as seen in examples la-c, their only difference

lies on their verbs as seen in example la the voiceless alveolar fricative /s/ is been

realized as voiceless palato alveolar fricative /shi/ in example 10a. It is also observed
in the examples above that the verbs in Onicha- Mbaise variety uses mostly palato
alveolar sounds as seen in examples 9a, 10aand d.

The Participle Marker

The Simple Participle

To derive new words using simple participle in Onicha-Mbaise variety, the e/a simple
participle marker is used. The prefix e is attached to the harmonizing verb root

11a Obi na e + hu mmanu n’ahu

Obi is PART. rub cream body

‘Obi is applying skin cream on his body'




11b Amadi na e + de h%

Amadi AUX PART. write something

‘Amadi is writing'

11c Obi na e+ vu oche

Obi AUX- PART .carry chair

‘Obi is carrying a chair'

12a Amaka na 4 + hu i1 n'oku

Amaka AUX-PART. roast yam on fire

‘Amaka is roasting the yam'

12b  Nneka na a+ kudzi h"e

Nneka AUX PART .teach thing

Nneka is teaching'

12c  Chike na a+ zu agba

Chike AUX PART. buy bag

Chike is buying a bag'

The Onicha-Mbaise variety form their simple particle marker using e/a morpheme

seen in examples 11a— c and 12a—c. Observe that some of the consonants seen in
their verb root is different. For example in 3b we have 'e + bu' ‘to carry' in example

11C we have 'e + vu' ‘to carry’ another difference in 3c ‘a + kuzi'- 'to teach' is been

realized in Mbaise variety as ‘a + ku/i' the voiced palato alveolar affricate /*V/ is used

instead of voiced alveolar fricative /z/.

4.1.3 The Obligative Participle



13a Aga m va nri

FUT. 1PS 2PS eat

‘1 will certainly eat it'

13b Aga | m ya nshi
FUTJ] 1PS| 2PS cooK

I will certainly cook it

—
(]

13c | Agam ya nme
FUT.1PS | 2PS | do

‘1 will certainly do it

13d  Aga | m va | nzutal
EUT. | 1PS 2PS | buy

‘1 will certainly buy it'

13e Aga m va njije

EUT. IPS 2PS catch

| will certainly catch him/her

13f Aga m ya nvu

FUT. IPS 2PS carry

‘1 will certainly carry it'

13g Aga m ya nku”i




EUT. IPS 2PS teach

‘| will certainly teach it'

This obligative participle is prolific in Onicha-Mbaise variety, in which the nasal ‘n' is
attached to the verb root to derive new words that is more than one syllable. This

derivative _does not seem to be universally known in _all lgbo dialects. The ‘n

morpheme attached to the verb root as a prefix has an ‘obligative' future implication,

hence the name or_term ‘obligative'. It goes with auxillary verb ‘oa’. first person

pronoun'm' and 'va' second person pronoun as seen in the above examples 13a-g to

fully indicate the future tense. The first person pronoun ‘m' there, shows that the doer

is_indicating his action in the future. In the examples above, observe that the

morphemes 'm' and 'va' retains their tone of low and high tone respectively,

irrespective of the verb root that precedes them.

414 The obligative participle can also go with auxiliary verb ‘ga’, third person

singular pronoun and second person sinqular pronoun ‘o, va' respectively. In that in

the former examples of 13a-g the doer of the action in the future is the first person, in
this later examples 14a-n, the doer of the action in the future is another person other

than the first person, here the future tense changes from 'A - ga - m' that corresponds

with the first person, to '0- ga - va' to indicate the presence of another person
performing the action. Examples are seen below:

14a  Ogayande

‘He/she will certainly write it'

‘He/she will certainly clean it

14c O ga va nka

3PS FUT. 2PS say

‘He/she will certainly say it'

14d O ga va nga




3PS FUT. 2PS go

‘He/she will certainly go'

14e O ga va nMevo

3PS FUT. 2PS expose

‘He/she will certainly expose him'

14f O 0a va nru

3PS FUT. 2PS work

‘He/she will certainly work'

1400 ga va nza

3PS FUT. 2PS sweep

‘He/she will certainly sweep it'

14h O ga va nta

3PS fut-tense 2PS chew

‘He/she will certainly chew it'

14i O ga va nvuvu

3PS | EUT. | 2PS learry out

‘He/she will certainly carry it out
14 0 ga ya | nke
3P FUT. | 2PS [share

‘He/she will certainly share it'

141 O ga va nsa




3PS FUT. 2PS wash

‘He/she will certainly wash it'

14m O ga ya nhg

3PS FUT. | 2PS | leavs

‘He/she will certainly leave him'

14n

>
>
c
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S
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‘He/she will certainly drink it'

In_the obligative participle both the first person singular and the third person

singular'm, o' respectively are been used in different context with the alveolar nasal ‘n
attached to the verb root to indicate an obligative action to be done in the future.

The Agentive

Aqgentive, is another derivative seen in Onicha-Mbaise variety. Using the prefix ‘0. o',
the 'o' prefix_is used with the harmonizing vowel, likewise the ‘o' is used with its own

harmonizing vowel. New words are being derived. Observe that in the verb root we

have only one syllable but in the derived formed the vowel is duplicated to derive the

name for the doer of the actions hence these names Orfi, Otaa, Oshif etc.

Table 1: List of prefix used in the study

Prefix \Verb root Derived from

0 ri - ‘eat’ orii - ‘eater’

0 ta - ‘chew’ 0 Igaa - ‘chewer’
0 Shi - ‘cook’ oshii - ‘cook’

0 ga- ‘go’ 0 aa - ‘tourist’
0 ZU - ‘buy’ ozuu - ‘buyer’

0 gu - ‘read’ oguu - ‘reader’

0 re - ‘sell’ oree - ‘trader’

0 gba- ‘dance’ o] Igbaa - ‘dancer’
0 \Vu - ‘carry’ OVUU - ‘porter’




0 Ka - ‘talk’ okaa- ‘orator’

0 ru - ‘work’ 0 lruu - ‘worker’

0 zu - ‘steal’ ozuu - ‘thief’

0 za- ‘sweep’ 0 lzaa- ‘sweeper’
4.1.6 Gerund

Onicha-Mbaise variety, derives new words using a prefix which is the open vowel

harmonizing prefixes ‘0, 0’ used with their corresponding harmonizing vowel. Here

the verb root is reduplicated which could be complete reduplication or partial

reduplication.
Table 2 :Partial Reduplication

Prefix Reduplicated verb root Derived words
16a 0 bi + ba I obiba — 'entering’
B 0 Kpu + kpe | 0 kpukpe - ‘wor
C 0 Pi+ pi'a I 0 pipia - 'squeez
D 0 gi+ ga ! 0 giga - 'going'
E 0 di + de . odide - ‘writing’
F 0 Si + se X osise - 'drawing’
G 0 Kpu + kpo 1 0 [Kpukpo - "calli
H 0 bI+Db'e ) obubhe - 'peeling
I 0 KI + Ka I 0 [kika - "talking’
J 0 ti + ta 1 otita - ‘chewing’
K 0 chi+ cho ! 0 chicho - 'seeki
0 [Nyi + nye : 0 nyinye - 'givir

Partial Reduplication

In the partial reduplication, the verb root that is reduplicated is in a partial form, the

difference occurs in the vowel that comprises the verb root. The first verb root

vowel changes as the verb is being reduplicated as seen in examples 16a -1.

Table 3 :Complete Reduplication

Prefix Reduplicated verb root Derived words
17a 0 hu + hu Ohuhu - ‘rubbing’
B 0 u+wvu Ovuvu - “carrying’
C 0 Shi + shi oshishi - “cooking’
D 0 fu + fu ofufu - “going out’
E 0 wu + wu Owuwu - “bathing’




0 ZU + zu zuzu - ‘buying’

0 Zu + zu (zuzu - ‘training’
0 flu+lu Olulu - “ swallowing’

0 ru+ru (ruru - ‘working’
0 mu + mu (mumu - ‘learning’
0 bi + bi obibi - “living’

0 nu + nu (nunu - “drinking’
0 chi + chi ochichi - ‘leading’

0 I+ ri oriri - “eating/feasting’

0 lu+lu (lulu - “marrying’
0 |gbu + gbu (abugbu - “killing’

The complete reduplication, as the name implies, the reduplication is complete. in that

the verb root reduplicated is the same both in the consonants and vowels sounds with
no changes or differences.

1. Noun Instrument

Noun Instrument in Onicha-Mbaise variety, is derived by prefixing a low tone

harmonizing alveolar nasal n' and bilabial nasal 'm' to verbs.

PRE. + cook food

17d _n +tu_ovi - ‘ ntu ovi’
PRE. cold ‘ fan'
17e _ n + ti fawe - ‘ nti_igwe’

PRE. hit iron ‘ tripod pot'




18am + vuvo ishf - ‘ mvuvo ishi'

PRE. + comb head ‘ comb'

18b m + kpa oku - ‘ mkpa oku

PRE + light fight

1. Qualifier

This is another way new words are being derived in Onicha-Mbaise variety,
morphemes are added to verbs to derive adjectives.

19aji - ‘be black’, n+ji'nji' ‘dark’

Nwata akwukwo a di nji

Child book DEM is dark

This pupil/student is dark in complexion’

19b cha-_‘be white’, u + cha 'ucha' ‘clean’

Nneka nwere ite di ucha

Nneka has pot is clean

‘Nneka has a clean pot’

19¢c ma ‘beauty’ 0+ ma 'oma’ ‘good’

‘Okafor married a good wife’




Nne mzu - ru akwa 0joo

‘My mother bought a bad eqq’

From the examples above 19c - d observe that the predominant morpheme used in

deriving adjective in Onicha-Mbaise variety is the morpheme '0' as seen in example

19c - d. though other morphemes like ‘n’ and ‘u’ are used in examples 19a and b
respectively but they are not predominant as the morpheme '0".
1. Another instance of deriving qualifiers in Onicha-Mbaise variety is where

adjective takes interfixation and reduplication form.

20a kposhikposhi - ‘stupid’

Uka va bu uka kposhikposhi

Word 3PS is word stupid

His/her words are stupid words’

20b Ghaghagha - ‘careless’

Emeka di ghaghagha

Emeka is careless

‘Emeka is careless’

20c Iketike - “‘big/large’

Nne _va nvere va lketike anu

Mother 3PS give 3PS big/large meat

‘Her mother gave her a big/large meat

20d ivurivu - “fat’

Onye nku™i m bu ivurivu




PRO teach IPS is fat

‘My teacher is fat’

20e mkpumkpu - ‘short’

Nna Obi di mkpumkpu

Father Obi is short ‘Obi's father is short’

20f ogologo - long

Amaka nwere 0gologoo ntutu ishi

Amaka has long hair head

‘Amaka has a long hair’

The interfixes (L,r.t) as seen in examples 20c.d and f where they are being inserted into

the reduplicated words to form an adjective and the examples without an interfix to
derive an adjective are seen in examples 20a.b and e.
conclusion

This research work centers on the derivational morphology of Onicha Mbaise
variety of the Igbo language spoken in Imo State. With proper investigation, the

researchers discover various ways in which Onicha-Mbaise variety derives new words
through prefixation like the infinitive marker, participle marker. the obligative particle,

gerunds. To derive these new words through prefixation, Onicha-Mbaise variety
makes use of infinitival marker I-/j-, participle marker

'e-/a-' . obligative participle 'n-', agentive 'o- /0'.noun Instrument 'n-/m-', qualifiers 'n-

{o-/u-' In other sudies by different scholars that has worked on morphology in igho eg

Emenajo 1983, udechukwu 2015 etc none has really dig deep on this obligative
participle'n" attached to verbs which is prolific in this variety which shows obligative

future tense which this study centers on.

Recommendation



Onicha-Mbaise variety of the Igbo language has few linguistics studies. So this input
serves as a prompt to other students and linguists to venture into the study of the other
aspects of the variety such as pluralization, syllable structure etc for the purpose of

enriching the linquistics nature of the variety which also doubles to serve as a way of
preserving the language to avoid death of lgbo language in general.

The problem of this study has been clarified by identifying the different morphemes
used in realizing affixation in this variety such as i/i, e/a etc. Also_how gualifiers are

formed in this variety was also investigated on which include the use of interfixation
and reduplication eq; iketike -big/large. kposhikposhi-stupid respectively. The major

and unique thing found in_this variety is the use of an obligative participle'n" to

indicate future where the participle is being added to verbs to bring out this future

words.
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