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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the 

manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is 
mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

Results and conclusions 
Do not combine results and discussion sections 
Have a subtitle for results 
Report results in details separate from discussion 
Must report the number of studies identified per search engine,  total number of studies identified, excluded, reasons for exclusion, 
and number of studies analysed 
Have a subtitle for Discussion 
Do the discussion under this subheading 

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 

 
1. TITLE 

Do not mix capital and small letters ..( female genital mutilation..) 
ABSTRACT 

2. i) Abstract should not have titles abbreviations. Remove all abbreviations 
ii).. searches  in electronic databases (PubMed, PsycINFO and Google Scholar) and grey literature from 2012 to  2021.The 
main…. 
a) -Check spacing 
b) -delete (PubMed, PsycINFO and Google Scholar) from abstract 
c) - The main  factors and drivers of  FGM practices identified comprise cultural……. 
c)- (..enforcement of  laws against..)check space  
d)- Traditional Birth Attendants (TBAs) ( remove capital letters to read traditional birth attendants, delete abbreviation) 
f) …leaders and  health workers  (Check spacing) 
g) The study identified key factors, drivers and gatekeepers of FGM practice in Ethiopia especially in the regions with high 
prevalence 
h) The study identified key factors, drivers and gatekeepers of FGM practice in Ethiopia especially in the regions with high 
prevalence. (Delete: it does not add value to the manuscript 

g) Programme and policy solutions must be tailored to the local context, not only addressing these drivers but involving the 
gatekeepers in developing the solutions. Revise to read (It is therefore important that programme and policy solutions are tailored 
to ……) 
INTRODUCTION 
a) international conventions[3].  (check space) 
b) … cut yearly ([1]. ?? 
c) .. an appropriate  legal (check space) 
METHODOLOGY 
a) 2.1  A systematic… (check space) 
b) Studies conducted before 2012 and  outside the scope of the research were excluded.(Delete-You have already stated not 

exceeding the past 10 years  (2012-2021) 
Results and discussions 

a) Separate the two subheading 
b) 3.1.   Factors and Drivers of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in Ethiopia 

The main factors and drivers of FGM as reported in the studies are:  

a) 3.1.1Cultural…(check spacing) 
c) Ethiopia [10-15].Women from Somali tribe do infibulation (Check spacing); Results should cite Ethiopia only. 
d) premarital sex[11-17]. (check space) 

 
Conclusion:  The study identified key drivers and gatekeepers for FGM practice in Ethiopia especially in the region with high 
prevalence. Program and policy solutions must be tailored to the local context, not only addressing these drivers but involving the 
gatekeepers in developing the solutions. 

a)  (include study limitations) 
Reference section 
Revise this section; there is no consistency. For examples, some years are in brackets and others not. 

1. Abathun, A.D.,  Sundby, J., & Gele, A.A. (2016). Attitude toward female genital mutilation among Somali and Harari 
people, Eastern Ethiopia. International Journal of Women’s Health, 561-562. 
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2. Dessalegn, M., Ayele, M., Hailu., Y,  Addisu, G., Abebe, A., Solomon, H., Mogess, G.,&  Stulz, V. 2020. Gender Inequality 

and the Sexual and Reproductive Health Status of Young and Older Women in the Afar Region of Ethiopia. Int. J. Environ. 
Res. Public Health.17, 4592. 

NOTE 
The author should carefully go through this and format it as per the Journal guidelines 

Optional/General comments 
 

Poor spacing throughout the manuscript.   
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Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight 

that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her 
feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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