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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the 

manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is 
mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

Originality: The manuscript presents a case study, dealing with the assessment of heavy metal content  of Soybeans cultivated in 
Katsina state, north west Nigeria. Thus, the topic is mainly of local interest. 
Structure: The manuscript contains all the key elements: title, abstract, introduction, results and discussions, conclusions, experimental 
section and references but it need major revision to address following issues:- 
1. Introduction. This part of manuscript should be more logical and comprehensive. It should include literature about previous 
studies conducted on Soybean in Nigeria and other parts of the world. In addition, it should also include literature about heavy metals 
content and health risk studies on various other food items being consumed by the popultion. It should address the very basic question, 
why this study was conducted ? 
2. Material and Methods.   

2.1  Study Area. A description of the sampling area and sampling locations should be inserted.   

2.2 Sampling. Location of sampling sites on the map is necessary when to evaluate the heavy metal content in an area. 

2.3 Sample Preparation and Heavy Metal Determination. Standard methods references should be given in this section for 
validity of the reported results.   

2.5 Heavy Metal Risk Assessment. The equation inserted in the text for assessment of daily intake of metals, target hazard 
quotient and hazard index should be numbered and written using an Equation Editor (not included as images or text).  Same is the 
issue with all other equations. 

3. Result and Discussion. 
Subheadings for results and discussions should be numbered. Graphical presentation of few results instead of too many tables will be 
value addition. This section needs overall proof reading and formatting.     
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
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